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MEDALS 


Sz E the wild wafte of all-devouring years! 
_ How Rome ber own fad fepulchre appears : 
With nodding arches, broken temples fpread ! 
The very tombs now vanifh'd like ther dead ! 
Some felt the filent firoke of mauld’ring age ; 
Some, boftile fury; fome, religious rage: 
Barbarian blindne/s, Chriftian zeal confpire, 
And Papal piety, and Gothic fire. ~ 
Perhaps by its own ruins fav'd from flame, 
Some bury’d marble half preferves a Name ; 
That Name, the learn’d with fierce difpates pur fue, 
4nd give to Vitus old Velpafian’s due. ; ° 
Ambition figh’d. She found it vain to truft 
The faithlefs Column, and the crumbling Buft ; 
A 3 fluge 


Pad 


a 
Hinge Moles whofe fhadow ftretch’d from fore to 
zeae foore, eb ek 7 * 
Their ruins perifh’d, and their place no more! 

Convine’d, foe now contraéts her vaft defign; 

And all her triymphs fbrink intoa Coin, 

A narrow orb each crowded conqueft keeps: 

Dteneath her Palm here fad Judea weeps ; 

Now feantier limits the proud Arch confine, 4 
nd jearce are feen the profirate Nile and Rhine ¢ 
A fmall Euphrates thro’ the piece is roll’d; _ 
And little Eagles wave their wings in Gold. 

The Medal, faithful ta its, charge of fae, 
Lhro’ climes and ages bears each form and name: 
fn one foort view, fubjected to our eye, 

Gods, Emp rors, Heroes, Sages, Beauties he. 
With foarpen’d fight pale Antiquaries pore, 

Th’ Infeription value, but the Ruff adore: 

This, the Blue varnifh, that, the Green endearsy 
The facred Ruft of twice ten hundred years. 

To gain Pefcennius exe employs bis [chemes 5 - 
One grafps a Cecrops in ecftatic dreams: _ 

Poor Vadius, long with ledrned foletn devourd, 
Can taffe no pleafure fince his Shield was fcour’d 3 
And Curio, reftlefs by the fair one’s fide, | 
Sighs for an Qtho, .and uegledts his Bride. 

Theirs is the Vanity, the Learning thine, 
Touch’d by thy hand, again Rome’s glories fhine: 

Her Gods, and godlike Heroes rife ta. view, 

And all her faded Garlands bloam anew. 
Nor blufh, thofe fiudies thy regard engage : 

‘Thefe pleas’d the Fathers of poetic rage ; ‘ 
The Verfe and Sculpture bore an equal part, 
And Art reflected images to Art... x 

Ob when fhall Britain, confcious of her claim, - 
Stand emulous of Greek and Roman fame ? 


In 
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In living Medals fee her wars enroll’d, 
And vanquifh’d realms {apply recording Gold ? 
Here, rifing bold, the Patriot's honeft face; 
There, Warriors frowning in biftoric brajs. 
Then future ages with delight fhall fee, 
Flow Plato’s, Bacon’s, Newton’s looks agree: 
Or in fair Series laurel’d Bards be fbown, 
A Virgil there, and here an Addifon. _ | 
Then fhall Thy Crages (and let me call him Mine) 
On the caft Ore, another Pollio, fhine; — 
With afpect open fhall erect his head, 
And round the Orb in lafting notes be read : | 
~ “& Statefman, yet friend to Truth! in fowl finceres - 
“© In aétion faithful, and in honour clear ; 
“< Who broke no promife, ferv'd no private end, 
“< Who gain’d no title, and who loft no friend, 
« Enobled by Himjelf, by all approv'd, 
& And praisd, unenvy’d, by the Muje he lov'd. 
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Upon the Ufefulnels of 
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- ANCIENT MEDALS. 


Dt AiO Galle el 


had retired together from the town 
to a country village, that lies upon 
sy the Thames. Their defign was to 
pgrers| pals away the heats of the Summer 
mong the frefh breezes, that rife from the river, 


(CROs 


were capable of entertaining themielves on a 
A 5 ' thoufand 
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- thoufand different fubje@s without running into 
the common topics of defaming public parties, or 
particular perfons. As they were intimate. friends 
they took the freedom to diflent from one another’in 
difcourfe, or upon occafion to fpeak a Latin fen- 
tence without fearing the imputation of pedantry or 
- il-breeding. - | . 
They were one evening taking a walk together 
in the fields when their difcourfe accidentally fell 
upon feveral unprofitable parts of learning, » It 
was Cynthioc’s humour to run down every thing 
_ that was rather for oftentation than ufe. He was 
ilill preferring good fenfe to arts and fciences, 
and often took a pleafure to appear ignorant, that 
he might the better turn to ridicule thofe that 
valued themfelves. on their books and. ftudies, 
though at the fame time one might very well fee 
that he could not have attacked many parts of 
learning fo fuccefsfully, had not he borrowed 
his affiftiances from them. After having rally’d 
a fet or two of Virtuofos, he fell upon the Medal-— 
lifts. 


upon being critics in Ruft, and will undertake to 
tell you the different ages of it, by its colour. » 
‘They are poffefled with a kind of learned avarice, — 
and are for getting together hoards of fuch mony 
only as was current among the Greeks and La- 
tins. There are feveral of them that are better 
acquainted with the faces of the Antonines, than of 
the Sivarts; and would father ehoofe to count out 
a Sum in-Sefterces, than in pounds fterling. ‘I 
have heard of one in /taly that ufed to fwear by 
the head of Otho. Nothing can be pleafanter than 
to fee a circle ef thefe Virtuofos about a cabinet 

| | bin : of 


Thefe gentlemen, fays he, value themfelves oF 
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of Medals, defcanting upon;the value, rarity. and 
authenticalnefs of the, feveral pieces that lie before ~ 
them. One takes up a coin of Gold, and after 
having well weighed the, figures, and. infcription, 
_ tells you very gravely if it were brafs, it would 
be invaluable. Another. falls a ringing a Pefcennius 
Niger, and judicioufly diftinguifhes the found of it 
tobe modern. A third defires you toobferve well the 
Zoga on fuch areverfe, and asks you whether you 
can in confcience believe the fleeve of it to be of the 

true Roman cut. — 2 
_ I muft confefs, fays Philander, the knowledge 
‘of Medals has moft. of thofe difadvantages that can 
render a fcience ridiculous, to fueh as are not well 
verfed in it. Nothing is more eafy than to repre- 
fent as impertinences any parts of learning that have 
no immediate relation to the happinefs or conve- 
nience of mankind. Whena man {pends his whole 
life among the Stars and Planets, or lays out 2 
twelvemonth on the fpots in the Sun, however no- 
ble his fpeculations may be, they are very apt te 
fall into burlefque. But it is {till more natural to 
‘laugh at fuch itudies as are employed on low and ™ 
vulgar objects. What curious obiervations have . 
been made on Spiders, Lobfters, and Cockle-fhells? 
yet the very naming of them is almoft fufficient 
to tur? them into rallery.. It is no wonder there- 
fore that the fcience of Medals, which is charged 
with fo many unconcerning parts of knowledge, 
and built on fuch mean materials, fhould appear ri- 
diculous to thofe that have not taken the pains to 
examine. it.- | eile | 
Eugenius was very attentive to what Philander 
faid on the fubje&t of Medals. He was one that 
endeavoured rather to be agreeable than fhining 
m 
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in converfation, for which reafon he was more 
beloved, though not fo much admired as Cynthia. 
T muft confefs, fays he, I find myfelf very 
much inclined to fpeak againft a fort of ftudy 
that I know nothing of. I have however one 
ftrong prejudice in favour of it, that Philander 
has thought it worth his while to employ fome 
time upon it. Iam glad then, fays Cynthio, 
that I have thrown: him on a fcience of which 
J have long wifhed to hear the Ufefulnefs. ‘There, 
fays Philander, you muft excufe me. At prefent 
you do not know but it may have its ufefulneds. 
But fhould I endeavour to convince you of it, I 
might fail in my Attempt, and fo render my 
fcience {till more contemptible. On the contrary, 
fays Cynthio, we are already fo perfuaded of the 
unprohtablenefs of your, fejence, that you can but 
leave us where you find us, but if -you fucceed 
you increafe the number of your party. Well, 
fays Philander, in hopes of making two fuch 
-confiderable profelytes, I am very well content. 
to talk away an Evening with youon the fubject ;_ 
but on this condition, that you will communicate 
your thoughts to me freely when you difient from 
me, or have any difficulties that you think me 
capable of removing. To make ufe of the li- 
berty you give us, lays Eugenius, I muft tell you 
what I believe furprifes. all beginners as well as 
myfelf. = We:-are “apt to think your Medallifts 
a little fantaftical. in the different prices they fet 
upon their Coins, without any regard to the an- 
cient “value or the metal of which they are com- 
pofed. A filver Medal, for example, fhall be more 
efteemed than a golden one, and a piece of. brafs 
_ than either. To anfwer you, fays Philander, in. 
| : | the 
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the language of a Medallift, you are not to look 
upon a cabinet of Medals as a treafure of mony, 
but of knowledge, nor muft you fancy any charms 
in-gold, but in the figures and infcriptions that 
adorn it. “The intrinfic value of an old coin does 
not confift in its metal but its erudition. It is the 
Device that has raifed the fpecies, fo that at prefent 
an As or an Odolus may carry a higher price than 
a Denarius or a Drachma ; and a piece of money 
that was not worth a peny fifteen’ hundred years 
ago, may be now rated at fifty crowns, or perhaps 
a hundred guineas. I find, fays Cynthio, that to 
have a relifh for ancient coins it 1s neceflary to have 
a contempt of the modern. But Iam afraid you will 
never be able, with all your Medallic eloquence, 
to perfuade Eugenius and’ myfelf that it is better 
to havea pocket full of Otho’s and Gordians than of 
Facobus’s or Louis-d’ors. “This however we. fhall 
be Judges of, when you have let us know the feveral 
_ufes of old coins. , 
‘The firft- and moft obvious one, fays Philander, 
is the fhewing us the Faces of all the great perfons 
ef antiquity. A cabinet of Medals is a collection 
of pictures in miniature. ‘Fuvenal calls them very 
humoroufly, ~ e 


Concifum argentum in titulos, facie/que minutas, 


You here fee the Alexanders, Cefars, Pompeys, 
Trajans, and the whole catalogue of Heroes, 
who have many of them. fo diftinguifhed them- 
felves from the reft of mankind that we almoft 
look upon them as another fpecies. It is an 
agreeable amufement to compare in our own 

thoughts 
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thoughts the face of a great Man with the cha- 
raCter that authors have given us of him, and to 
try if we can find out in his looks and features ei- 
ther the haughty, cruel, or merciful temper that 
difcovers itfelf in the. hiftery of his a€tions. We . 
find too on Medals the reprefentations of Ladies 
that have. given occafion to whole volumes on the 
account only of a face. We have here the pleafure 
to examine their looks and drefles, and to furyey 
at leifure thofe beauties that have fometimes been 
the happinefs er mifery of whole kingdoms: Nor 
do you only meet the faces of fuch as are famous 
in hiftory, .but of feveral whofe names.are not to 
_be' found any where except on Medals. Some of 
the Emperors, for example, have had Wives, and 
fome of them Children, that no authors have 
mentioned, We. are therefore obliged to the 
ftudy of coins for having made new difcoveries 
to the learned, and given them information of. 
fuch perfons as are to be met with on no other 
kind of records. You muft give me. leave, fays 
Cynthio, to reject this laft ufe of Medals. I do 
not think it worth while to trouble myfelf with 
a perfon’s name or face that receives all his reputa- 
tion from the mint, and would never have been 
known in the world had there not been fuch 
things as Medals.. A man’s memory finds fuff- 
‘Cieht employment on fuch as have really fignalized 
_themfelves by their great actions, without charg- 
ing itfelf with the names of an infignificant people 
whofe whole hiftory is written on the edges of an 

old coin, .. ere 
If you are Only for fuch perfons as have made a - 
noife in the world, fays Philander, you have on 
Medals a long lift of heathen Deities, diftinguifhed 
j j irom 


of Ancient ‘Medak: art 7 ¢ 


from each other by their proper titles and or- 
naments. You fee the copies of feveral ftatues 
that have had the politeft nations of the world 
fall down before them. . You have here too feve- 
_ ral perfons of a more thin and fhadowy nature, 
as Hope, Conftancy, Fidelity, Abundance, Ho- 
nour, Virtue, Eternity, Juftice, Moderation, Hap- 
pinefs, and in fhort a whole creation of the like 
imaginary fubftances.. To thefe you may add the 
Genies of nations, provinces, cities, high-ways, 
and the like Allegorical Beings. In devices of 
this nature one fees a pretty poetical invention, 
and may often find as much thought on the re- 
verfe of a Medal as in a Canto of Spenfer. Not 
to interrupt you, fays Eugenius, I fancy it is this 
ufe of Medals that has recommended them to fe- 
veral hiftory-painters, who perhaps without this 
afliftance would have found it very difficult to 
have invented fuch an airy fpecies of beings, when 
they are obliced to put a moral virtue into co- 
lours, or to find out a proper drefs for a paffion. 
tis. doubtlefs for. this reafon, fays: Philander, that 
Painters have not a little contributed to bring the 
ftudy of Medals in vogue. For not to mention 
feveral others, Caraccia is faid to have affifted 
Aretine by defigns that he took from the Spintrie 
of Tiberius. - Raphael had thoroughly ftudied the 
_ figures on old Coins. Pati tells us that Le 
Brun had done the fame. And it is well known 
that Rubens bad a noble collection of Medals in 
his own pofleffion. But I muft not quit this head 
before I tell you, that you fee on Medals not on- 
ly the names -and perfons of Emperors, Kings, 
Confuls, Pro-confuls, Pretors, and the like cha- 
raCters of importance, but of fome of the Poets, 

; rere and 
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and of feveral who had won the prizes at the 
Olympic games. It was a noble time, fays Cyn 
thio, when Trips and Cornifh hugs could make 
a Man immortal. How ‘many Heroes would 
Moorfields have furnifhed out in the days of old? 
A fellow that can now only win a hat or a belt, . 
had he lived among the Greeks, might have had 
his face ftampt upon their Coins. But. thefe were 
the wife ancients, who had more efteem for a 
Milo than a Hlomer, and heapt up greater Ho- 
nours on Pindar’s Jockies, than on the Poet him- 
felf. But by this time I fuppofe you have drawn up 
all your inedallic people, and indeed they make a 
much more formidable body than I could have 
imagined. You have fhewn us all conditions, 
fexes and ages, emperors and emprefles, men and 
children, gods and wreftlers. Nay you have con- 
jured up perfons that exift no where elfe’ but on: 
old coins, and have made our Paffions and Vir- 
tues and Vices vifible. I could never have 
thought that a cabinet of Medals had been fo 
well peopled. . But in’ the next’ place, ~ fays Phi- 
lander, as we fee on coins the different Faces of 
erfons, we fee on them too their different Ha. 
bits and Drefles, according to the mode that pre- 
vailed in the feveral ages when the Medals were 
ftampt. This is another ufe, fays Cynthio, that 
in’ my opinion contributes rather to make a man’ 
learned than wife, and is neither capable of pleaf- 
ing the underftanding or ‘imagination. ~1-know 
there are feveral fupercilious Critics ‘that ‘will ~ 
treat an author with the createft contempt ‘imagi- 
nable, if he fancies the old Romans wore a girdle, 
and are amazed at a inan’s ‘ignorance, who be- 
lieves the Yoga had any Sleeves*to it till the de-’ 
os clenficn 
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elenfion of the Roman Empire. Now I would 
fain know the great importance of ‘this kind of 
learning, and why it fhould not be as noble a task 
to write upon a Bib and hanging-fleeves, as on 
the Bulla and Pretexta. “The reafon is, that we 
are familiar with the names of the one, and meet 
with the other no where but: in learned. authors. 
An Antiquary will {corn to mention a pinner or 
a) night+rail, a petticoat or a manteau; but will 
talk as gravely as a father of the church on the 
Vitta and Peplus, the Stola; and Infiita. How 
‘would an‘old Roman laugh, were it poflible for him 
to fee the folemn diflertations that have been made 
on thefe weighty fubjets! “To fet them in their 
natural light, let us fancy; if-you pleafe, that about 
a thoufand years hence, fome profound author fhall 
write a learned treatife on the Habits of the prefent 
age, diftinguifhed into the following Titles and 
Chapters. : | ta | 


OF the old Britith Trow/er. 
Of the Ruff and Collar-band. 
| Lhe opinion of feveral learned men concerning the 
ufe of the Shoulder-knot. Cee 
Such a one miftaken in his account of the Sure 
Ys touted wos | aon: 


I: muft confefs, fays Eugenius, interrupting him, 
the knowledge of- thefe affairs. is in itfelf very 
little improving, but as it is impoffible without it 
to underftand feveral parts.of . your ancient au- 
thors, it certainly hath its ufe, It is pity indeed 
there is not a nearer way of coming at it. I have 
fometimes fancied it would not -be an imperti- 
nent defign to make a kind of! an old: Roman 
: wardrobe, 
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wardrobe; where you fhould fee Toga’s and Tuni- 
ca’s, the Chlamys and Trabea, and in fhort all the 
different vefts and ornaments that are fo often 
mentioned in the Greek and Roman authors. By 
this means a man would comprehend better and 
remember niuch Jonger the fhape of an ancient 
garment, than he poffibly can from the help of - 
tedious quotations and defcriptions. The defign, 
fays Philander, might be very ufeful, ‘but after 
what models would you’ work? » Sigonius, for 
example, ‘will tell you that the Veftis Trabeata 
was of fuch a particular fafhion, Scalger is for 
-enother, and Dacier thinks them both in the 
wrong. Thefe are, fays Cynthio, 1 fuppofe the 
s of. three Roman taylors: for is it poftible 
men of learning can have any difputes of this na- 
turet May not we as well believe that hereafter 
the. whole learned .world will be divided upon: 
the make of a modern pair of breeches?.. And 
yet, fays Eugenius, the Critics have fallen as foul 
upon each other for matters of the fame moment. 
But as to this point, where the Make of the gar- 
ment is controverted, let them, if they can find 
cloth enough, work after all the m probable 
fafhions.. Io enlarge the defign, I would have 
another room-for the old Reman inftruments of 
war, Where you might fee the Pilum and the 
fhield, the eagles, enfigns, helmets, battering 
rams and trophies, in a word, all the ancient 
military furniture in the fame manner as it might 
have been in an Arfenal of old. Rome. A third 
apartment fhould be a kind of Sacrifty for altars, 
Adols, facrificing inftruments, and other religious 
-utentfils.. Not ‘to be tedious, one might make a 
magazine for all forts of antiquities, that yar 

LOW 
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fhow aman in an afternoon more than he could 
learn out .of books in a twelvementh. This would 
cut fhort the whole ftudy of antiquities, and per- 
haps be much more ufeful to Univerfities than thofe 
collections of Whale-bone and ‘Crocodile-skins in 
which: they commonly abound. You will find it 
very difficult, fays Cynthio, to perfuade thofe focie- 
ties of learned men ‘to fall in with your projet. 
They will tell you that things of this importance 
muft not be taken on truft; you ought to learn 
them among the Claflic Authors and at the foun- 
tain-head.. Pray confider what a figure a man 
would make in the republic of letters, fhould he 
‘appeal’ to your Univerfity-wardrobe, when they 
expect a fentence out of the Re Veftiaria? or 
how do you think a man that has read Vegeiius _ 
will reldh your Roman Arfenal? In the mean 
time, fays Philander, you find on Medals every 
thing that you could meet with in your magazine 
ef ‘antiquities, and when you have built your arfe- 
nals, wardrobes, and facrifties, it is from Medals 
that’ you muft fetch their furniture. ‘Tt is here too 
that you fee the figures of feveral Inftruments of 
mufic, mathematics and mechanics. One might 
make an entire galley out of the plans that are to 
be met with on’ the reverfes of feveral old coins, 
Nor are-they only charged. with’ Things but 
with many ancient cuftoms, as facrifices, tri- 
umphs, congiaries, allocutions, decurfions, lecti- 
fterniums, and a thoufand other antiquated names 
and ceremonies that we fhould not have had fo 
juft a notion of, were they not {till preferved on 
Coins. “I might add under this head of antiqui- 
ties, that we find on Medals the manner of fpel- 
ling in the old Roman infcriptions. — hia’ is, 
ee ays 
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fays Cynthio, we find that Felix is never written with 
an @ dipthongue, and that in dagu/fus’s days Civis 
ftood for Cives, with other fecrets in Orthography . 
of the fame importance. + ee 
To come then to a more weighty ufe,  fays 
Philander, it is certain that Medals give a very . 
great light to hiftory, in confirming fuch® paflages 
as'are true in old Authors, in fettling fuch as are 
told after different :anners, and in  recording> 
fuch as have been omitted. In this cafe a cabi- 
net of Medals is a body of hiftory. It was indeed - 
the beft way, in the world to perpetvate the me- 
mory of great actions, thus to coin out the life 
of an Emperor, and to’ put every great exploit 
into the mint. -It was akind of Printing, before the 
was invented. It is by this means that Mon- 
fieur Vaillant has difembroiled a hiftory that was 
loft to the world before his time, and out of a 
fhort colle€tion of Medals has given us a chroni-+ 
cle .of the Kings of Syria: For this too is an ad- 
vantage Medals have over books, that. they tell 
their {tory much quicker, and fum up a whole 
volume in twenty or thirty reverfes, “They are 
indeed the beft epitomes in. the world, and: let 
you fee with one caft of an eye the fubftance of 
above a hundred pages. Another ufe of Medals 
ts, that they not only fhew ‘you the actions of .an 
Emperor, but at the fame time mark out the year 
in which they were performed. Every exploit 
has its date fet to it. A feries of an Emperor’s 
Coins is his life digefted into annals. Hiftorians 
feldom. break their relation with a mixture of 
chronology, nor diftribute the particulars of an 
Emperor’s ftory into the feveral years of his reign: 
of where they do it they often differ in their feve- 
ral 
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Yal periods. Here therefore it is much fafer to quote 
a Medal than an Author, for in this cafe you 
do not appeal to a Suetonius or a Lampridius, 
bat to the Emperor himfelf, or to the whole Body 
of a Roman Senate. Befides that a Coin is in no 
danger of having its characters altered. by copiers 
and tranfcribers. This I muft confefs, fays Cynthia, 
may in fome cafes be of great moment, but con-. 
fidering the fubjects on which your. chronologers 
are generally employed, I fee but little ufe that 
rifes from it. For example, what fignifies it to 
the world whether -fuch an Elephant appeared in 
the Amphi-theatre in the fecond or the third year 
of Domitian ? . Or -what am I the wifer for know- 
ing that Drajan was in the fifth year of his Tri- 
bunefhip when he entertained the people with fuch 
a Horfe-race or Bull-baiting ? Yet it is the fixing 
of thefe great periods that gives a man the firft rank 
in the republte of letters, and recommends him to 
_ the world for a perfon of various reading and pro- 
found erudition. 

You muft. always give your men of great reading 
leave to fhow their talents on the meaneft fubjeds, 
fays Eugenius; it is a kind of {hooting at rovers: 
where’a man: lets fly his arrow without taking 
any aim, to fhew his ftrength. But there is one 
advantage, fays he, turning to Philander, . that 
\feems to me very confiderable, although your Me- 

dalifts feldom throw it into the account, which 
ts the’ great help to memory one finds in Medals: 
for my own part Iam very much embarraffed in 
‘the names and ranks of the feveral Roman Em- 
perors, and find it dificult to recollect upon occafion 
the different parts of their hiftory: -but your Me- 
dallifts upon the firft naming of an Emperor will 
: : imme- 
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immediately tell you his age, family and life... -Ta_ 
remember where he enters in the fucceffion, they 
only confider in what part of the cabinet he lies ; 
- and by running over in their thougbts fuch a par- _ 
ticular drawer, will-give you an account of all the 
remarkable parts of his reign. he yao! 

I thank you, fays Philander, for helping me to 
an-ufe that perhaps I fhould not have thought on. 
But there is another of which I am fure'you could 
not but be fenfible when you were at Rome. I-muft. 
own to you it furprifed me to fee my Crceroni fo 
well acquainted with the bufts and ftatues of all the 
great-people of antiquity. ‘There was not an Em- — 
perce Emprefs but he knew by fight, and as 
he was: feldom without Medals in his pocket, he 
would often fhew us the fame face on an old Coin 

that we faw in the Statue. He would: difcover a 

Commodus through: the difguife of the club and 

lion’s skin, and find out fuch a one’ to be Livia 

that wasdrefled up like aCeres. Let a-buftbe never 
fo disfigured, they have a thoufand marks .by which- 
to decipher it. “They will know a Zenobia. by the 
fitting of her Diadem, and will diftinguifh the 
- Fauffina’s by their different way of tying up their 
hairs. Oh! Sir, fays Cynthzo, they will go a great 
_ deal farther, they will give you the name and 
titles of a: Statue that has loft his nofe and: ears; 
or if there’is but half’ a beard remaining, will tell 
you at firft fight who was the owner of it. Now 

T muft confefs to: you, I ufed to fancy they im- 

pofed upon me am’ Emperor or Emprefs at’ pleafure, 

rather than. appear’ ignorant. fer i : 
All’ this however is’ eafily learnt: frdm-Medale, 
—fays Philander, where you may fee likewife the 
plans of many the moft confiderable buildings of — 
om | Old 


Old Rome. There: is an ingenious Gentleman of. 
our own nation extremely well verfed in this ftu-: 
dy, who has a defign of publifhing the’ whole hi- 
ments and decays as it is to be met with on 
ancient Coins. He has affured me that he has: 
obferved all the nicety of proportion in: the figures 
of the: different orders that compofe the buildings 


ae 


on the beft: preferved Medals. You here fee the 


copies of| fuch: Ports and triumphal Arches as there 
are not the leaft traces of: in the: places where they: 
once ftood: You have here the models of feveral. 


tecture when they {tood whole and entire. Thefe 
are buildings which the Goths and Vandals could 
‘not demolifh, that are infinitely more durable than 
ftone or marble, and will perhaps: laft as long as:the: 
earth itfelf. “hey are in fhort fo. many: real monue 
ments of Brafs. # KR 


Quod non imber edax non aquilo impotens 
Poffit: diruere, aut innumerabilis sas 
Annarum feries, &F fuga temporum. 


Nbr ass eating fhow’rs, nor northwind’s feeble 
St Dhadby cat . 
Nor whirle of time, nor flight of years can 


wate. | Mr. Creech: 


This:is a noble Panegvric on arr: *dld copper 


Coin, fays Cynthio. But Tam afraid: a little ma- 
ae . j licious 
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licious. ruft would demolifh one of your brazen 


edifices as effectually as a Goth or Vandal: You.: 


would Jaugh at me, fays Philander, fhould I make: 
you a learned diflertation on the nature of Rufts: 
I fhall only tell you there are two or three forts 
of them which are extremely beautiful in the eye: 
of an Antiquary, and preferve a Coin better than 
the beft artificial varnifh. As for other kinds, a. 
skilful Medallift knows very well how to deal 
with them. He will recover you a Temple or 


a triumphal Arch out of its rubbifh, if I may fo: 


call it, and with a few reparations of the graving 


* tool reftore it to. its firft fplendour’ and magnifi- 


cence. I have known an Emperor quite hid un- 


der a cruft-of drofs, who after two or three days 


cleanfing has appeared with all his ‘Titles about 
him as frefh and beautiful as at his firft coming 


out of the Mint. I am forry, fays Eugenius, |: 


did not know this laft ufe of Medals. when I was 
at Rome. It might perhaps have given me a greater. 


tafle of its Antiquities, and have fixed in my: 


& 


-memory feveral of the ruins that I have now for- 


gotten. For my part, fays Cynthio, I think there 
are at Rome enow modern works of Architecture 
to employ any reafonable man. [| never could 
have a tafte for old bricks and rubbifh, nor would 
trouble myfelf about the ruins of Augu/fus’s Pa- 


Jace fo long as I could fee the Vatican, the 


Borghefe, and the Farnefe as they now ftand ;° I 
muft own to you at the fame time this is talking 


_ like an ignorant man. Were I in other compa- 


ny I would perhaps change my ftile,. and tell 
them that I would rather fee the fragments of — 
Apollo's temple than St. Peter’s.. I remember 


when our Antiquary at Rome had led usa whole © 


day 
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day together from one ruin to another, he at laft 
brought us to the Rotunda: And this, fays he, is 
the moft valuable Antiquity i in Ltaly, nepali 
ing it is fo entire, | 
~ “The fame kind of fancy, fays Philander, has 
‘formerly gained upon feveral of your Medallifts, 
who were for hording up fuch pieces of money 
only as had been half confumed by time or ruff. 
There were no Coins pleafed them more than 
thofe which had pafled through the hands of an 
old -Roman Clipper. J have read an Author of this 
tafte that compares a_ragged Coin to a tattered 
Colours. But to come again to our Subject. As 
we find on Medals the plans of feveral buildings 
that are now demolifhed, we fee on them too the 
Models of many ancient Statues that are now 
loft. There are feveral Reverfes which are own- 
ed to be the reprefentations of antique figures, 
and I queftion not but there are many others that 
were formed on the like Models, though at pre- 
fent they lie under no fufpicion of it. “The Her- 
cules Farnefe, the Venus of Medicis, the Apollo in 
the Belvidera, and the famous Marcus Aurelius 
on horfe-back, which are perhaps the four moft 
beautiful » Statues extant, make their appearance 
all of them > on ancient Med lals, though the figures 
that reprefent them were never thought to be the 
“copies of ftatues- till the ftatues themfelves were 
difcovered. “Chere’is no queftion, I think, but 
the fame reflexion may extend itfelf to antique 
Pictures: for I doubt not but in the defigns of fe- 
‘veral Greek Medals in particular, one m SS of- 
‘ten fee the hand of an Apelles’ or Protogenes, 
“were we as well acquainted with their wo: 


rks as 
we are with Zitian’s or Vandike’s, I might here 
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make a much greater fhow of the Ufefulnefs of 
Medals, if I would take the Method of others, 
and prove to you that all arts and fciences receive 
a confiderable illuftration from this ftudy. I muft 
however tell you, that Medals and the Civil Law, 
as we are affured by thofe who are well read in 
both, give a confiderable Light to each other, and 
that feveral old Coins are like fo many maps for 
explaining of the ancient Geography. But befides 
the more folid parts of learning, there are feveral 
Jittle intimations to be met with on Medals that 
are very pleafant to fuch as are converfant in this 
kind of ftudy.. Should Iv tell you gravely, that 
without the help of Coins we fhould never have 
known which was the firft of the Emperors that 
swore .a beard, or rode in ftirrups, I might turn 
my. fcience into ridicule. Yet it is certain there 
are a thoufand little impertinencies of this nature 
that are very gratifying to curiofity, tho’ per- 
haps not very improving to the underftanding, 
‘To fee the drefs that fuch an Emprefs delighted to 
be drawn in, the titles that were moft agreeable 
to fuch an Emperor, the flatteries that he lay moft 
epen to, the honours that he paid to his chil- 
dren, wives, predeceffors, friends or collegues, 
with the like particularities only to be met with on 
-Medals, are certainly not a little pleafing to that 
inquifitive temper which is fo natural to the mind 
of man. gl a eg 
I declare to you, fays. Cynthia, you have afto- 
~nifhed me with the feveral parts of knowledge, 
that you have difcovered on Medals. I could 
never fancy before this evening, that a Coin 
have any nobler ufe in, it than to pay a 
You 


I 
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You have not heard all yet, fays Philander, there 
is ftill anadvantage to be drawn from Medals, which 
Iam fure will heighten your efteem for them. It is 
indeed an tfe that no body has hitherto dwelt upon. 
If any of the Antiquaries have touched upon it, they 
have immediately quitted it, without confidering it 
in its full latitude, light, and extent. Not to keep 

you in fufpenfe, I think thete is a great affinity 
between Coins and Poetry, and that your Medallift 
and Critic are much nearer related than the world 
‘generally imagines. A reverfe often clears up the 
‘paflage of an old poet, as the poet often ferves to 
unriddle a reverfe. I could be longer on this head, 
but I fear I have already tired you. Nay, fays 
Bugenius, fince you have gone fo far with us, we 
“mutt beg you to finifh your lecture, efpecially fince 
you areon afubject, that I dare promife you will be 
very agreeable to Cynthio, who is fo profefled an ad- 
mirer of the ancient poets. I miuft only warn you, 
that you do not charge your Coins with more ufes 
than they can bear. It is generally the method of 
fuch as are in love with any particular fcience to dif- 
cover all others in it. Who would imagine, for ex- 
‘ample, that architecture fhould comprehend the 
knowledge of hiftory, ethics, mufic, aftronomy, 
‘natural philofophy, phyfic, and the civil law? 
— Yet Vitruvius will give you his reafons, fuch as 
they are, why a good architect is matter of thefe 
feveral arts and fciences. Sure, fays Cynthio, Martial 
had never read Vitravius when he threw the Crier 
and the Architect into the fame clafs. 


| Duri fi puer ingent videtur — a 
Praconem facias vel architectum 
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> Tfof.dull parts the ftripling you fufpect, ne ae 
Aherald make him, or an architect. 


But to give you an inflance out of a very. cele- 


brated difcourfe on poetry, becaufe. we are on: 
that fubject, of an author’s finding out imaginary 
__. beauties in his own art. J, have. obfer- 


Voffius de ved, fays. he, ({peaking of the natural 


viribus  propenfion that all men have to.num- 
Rythmi. . bers and harmony) that my barber has 
often combed. my head. in Daétyls. and 
Spondees, that is with two short ftrokes and a’ long 
one, or with two long ones fucceffively. . Nay, fays 
he, Ll have known him fometimes run even into 


Pyrrichius’s and Anapefius’s. This you will 


‘think perhaps a very extravagant fancy, but I muft 


own I fhould as foon expect to find the Profodia 
in a Comb as Poetry in a Medal. Before I endea- 
your to convince you of it, fays Philander, 1 muft 
confefs to you that this fcience has. its vifionaries 
as well, as all others. “There are feveral, for exam- 
ple, that will find a myftery in every tooth of 
Neptune’s trident, and are amazed at the wifdom 
of the ancients’ that’ reprefented a thunder-bole 
with three forks, fince, they will tell you, no- 


thing could have better explained ‘its triple quality 


of piercing, burning and melting. I have feen 
a long difcourfe on the figure and nature of horn, 
to fhew it was impoffible to have found out a fitter 
emblem for plenty than the Cornu-copie. Thefeare 
a fort of authors who fcorn to take up with ap- 
pearances, and fancy an interpretation vulgar 
when it is natural. What could have been more 
proper to fhew the beauty and friendfhip of the 
three Graces, than to reprefent them naked and 

i knit 
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kni¢ together i in a kind of dance? It is’ thus they 
always appear in ancient fculpture, whether on 
Medals: or in Marble, as I doubt ‘not but Horace 
alludes to defigns of this nature, when he nll 
pers after ar fame iene po | 
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" ane Ee Ceeres hand in. hand. Ne a 
“ - Conjoin’d by love’s eternal band. 


Several of your Medallifts will be here again afto- 
nifhed at the wifdom of the ancients, that knew 
how to couch fuch excellent Precepts of morality 
under vifible objects. The nature of Gratitude, 
they will tell you, is better illuftrated by this fingle 
device, than by Seneca’s whole book de Benefictis. 

The three Graces teach us threethings. I, T’e re- 
mark the doing of a courtefy. II. ‘The return of 
it from the receiver. III. The obligation of the re-. 
ceiver to acknowledge it. The three Graces are al- 
ways hand in hand, to fhow us that thefe three duties 
fhould be never feparated. They are naked, to - 
admonifh us that Gratitude fhould be returned with 
a free and open heart; and dancing, to fhew us that 
no virtue is more active than Gratitude. May not we 
here fay with Lucretius ? 


Que bene ee viciinte quanquam difpofta ferantur, 
Sant longée tamen a vera ratione repulfa. ah 


_ It is. an eafy thing, fays Eugenius, to find out 
defigns. that never entered into the thoughts of the 
fculptor or the coiner.. I dare fay, the fame 

| Big - Gentle- 
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Gentlemen who have fixed this piece of morality 
en the three naked Sifters dancing hand in hand, 
would have found out as good a one for them, had 
there been four of them fitting at a diftance 
‘from each other, and covered from head to foot. It 
is here therefore, fays Philander, that the eld Poets — 
flep in to the affiftance of the Medallift, when 
they give us the fame thought in words as the 
mafters of the Reman mint have done in figures. 
A man may fee a metaphor or an allegory in pic- 
ture, as well as read them in a defeription. When 
therefore I confront a Medal with a Verfe, I only 
fhew you the fame defign executed by different 
hands, and appeal from one mafter to another of 
the fame age and tafte, This is certainly a much 
furer way than to build on the interpretations of an 
author who does not confider how the ancients 
ufed to think, but will be ftill inventing myfte- 
‘ries and applications out of his own fancy. To 
make myfelf more intelligible, I find a fhield on 
the reverfe of an Emperor’s Coin, defigned as a 
compliment to him from the fenate of Rome. I 
meet with the fame metaphor in ancient poets ta 
exprefs protection or defence. I conclude there- 
fore that this Medal compliments the Emperor 
in the fame fenfe as the old Romans did their 
Dictator Fabius when they called him the Buck- 
ler of Rome. Put this -reverfe now if you pleafe 
into the hands of a myftical antiquary: He {hall 
tell you that the ufe of the fhield being to defend 
the body from the weapons of an enemy, it very 
aptly fhadows out to us the refolution or con- 
tinence of the Emperor, which made him proof — 
to all the attacks of fortune or of pleafure. In 
the next place, the figure of the fhield being 

, round 
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round it is an embleny of perfection, for Ari/fotle . 
has faid the round figure is the mioft perfect. It 
may likewife fignify the immortal repytation that 
the Emperor has acquired’ by his great aCtions, ro- 
tundity being an emblem of eternity that has nei- 
ther beginning nor end. After this I dare not an- 
{wer for the fhield’s convexity that it does not co- 
ver a myftery, nay there fhall not be the leaft 
wrinkle or flourifh upon it which will not turn 
to fome account. In this cafe therefore * Poe- 
try being in fome refpects an art of defigning 
as well as Painting or Sculpture, they may ferve. 
as Comments on each other. I am very well 
fatisfied, fays Eugenius, by what you. have faid 
on this fubjeét, that the Poets may contribute 
to the explication of fuch reverfes as are purely 
emblematical, or when the perfons are of that 
‘fhadowy allegorical nature you have before men- 
tioned, but I fuppofe there are many other r@ 
verfes that reprefent things and perfons of a 
more real exiftence. In this cafe too, fays Phi- 
lander, a Poet Jets you into the knowledge of. 
a device better than a Profe-writer, as his -de- 
{criptions are often more ‘diffufe, his ftory more 
naturally circumftanced, and his language en- 
tiched with a greater variety of epithets: So that 
you often mect with little hints and fuggeftions 
in a Poet that give a great illuftration to the cu- 
ftoms, a€tions, ornaments, and all kinds of Anti- 
quities that are to be met with on ancient Coins, 
I fancy, fays Cynthio, there is nothing more ridi- 
culous than an Antiquary’s reading the Greek or 
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Latin Poets.. He never thinks of the beauty of 
the thought or language, but. is for fearching in- 
to what he calls.the .Erudition of the Author. 
He will turn, you over-all Virgil to find out. the 
figure of an old Reffrum, and has the greatetft 
elleem imaginable for Homer, becaufe he has given 
us the fafhion of a Greek fcepter. It is indeed 
odd enough to confider how all kinds of Readers 
find their account in. the old Poets. Not only 
vour men of. the more refined or folid parts of 
Learning, but even your Alchymift and Fortune- 
teller will difcover the fecrets of their art in Afo- 
. mer and Virgil. This, fays Eugenius, is a pre- 
judice of a very ancient flanding. Read but P/u- 
tarch’s Difcourfe on Hemer, and you will fee 
that the Iliad contains the whole circle of arts, 
and that Thales and Pythagoras . ftole all their 
philofophy eut of this Poet’s works. One would. 
be amazed to fee what pains he takes to prove — 
that Afomer underftood all the figures in Rhetoric, 
before they were invented. J do not queftion, 
fays Philander, were it poffible for Homer to read 
his phrafes in this Author, but he would be as 
much furprifed as ever Monfieur Fordain was. 
when. he had found he had talked Profe all his 
life-time without ever knowing what it was. 
But to finifh the task you have fet me, we may 
obferve that not only the virtues, and the like 
imaginary perfons, but all the heathen Divinities. 
appear generally in the fame Drefs among the 
Poets that they wear in Medals. I muft confefs, I 
believe both the one and the other took the Mode 
from the ancient Greek Statuaries. | It will not 
perhaps be an improper tranfition to pafs from the 
heathen gods to the feveral monfters of antiquity, 
ag 
is 
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as Chimeras, Gorgons, Sphinxes, and many others 
that make the fame figure in. verfe as on coins. 
It often happens too, that the Poet and the Senate 
-of Rome have both chofen the fame Topic to flatter 
_ their Emperor upon, an1 have fometimes fallen upon 
the fame,thought. It is certain, they both of 
them lay upon the catch for a great action: 
It is no wonder therefore, that they were often 
engaged on one fubjeét, the Medal and the ° 
Pcem being nothing elfé but occafional compli- 
ments to'the Emperor Nay, I queftion not but 
you may fometimes find certain paflages among 
the Poets that relate to the particular device of a 
Medal, . ET We 
I wonder, fays Eugenius, that your Medallifts 
have not been as diligent in fearching the Poets 
as the Hiftorians, fince I find they are fo capable 
of enlightning their art. I would have fome bo- 
dy put the Mufes under a kind of contribution 
to furnifh out whatever they have in them that 
bears any relation to Coins. “Though they taught 
us but the fame things that might be learnt in 
other writings, they would at leaft teach us more 
agreeably, and draw fevera]l over to the ftudy of 
Medals that would rather be indtructed in verfe 
than in profe. I am glad, fays Philander, to 
lear you of. this opinion, for to tell you truly, 
when I was at Rome, I took occafion to buy up 
many Imperial Medals that have any. affinity with 
paflages of the ancient Poets. So that |] have by 
me a fort of poetical Cafh, which I fancy I could * 
count over to you in Latin and Greek verfe. 
If you will drink a difh of Tea with me to-mor- 
row morning, I will Jay my whole collection 
before’ you. I cannot tell, fays Cyathio, how the 
a? 5 7" Poets 
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Poets will fucceed in the explication of coins, ta 
which they are Senerally very great ftrangers. We 
are however obliged to you for preventing us with the 
offer of a kindnefs that you might well imagine we 
fhould have asked you. i? | 

Our three friends had been fo intent on their dif- 
courfe, that they. had. rambled very far into the 
fields without taking notice of it.  Philgnder firft 
put them in mind, that unlefs they turned back 
quickly they would endanger being benighted. Their. 
converfation ran infenfibly into other fubjeéts, but as 
J defign only to report fuch parts of it as have any 
relation to Medals, I fhall leave them to return home 
as faft as they pleafe, without troubling myfelf with 
their talk on the way thither, or with their cere- 
gaomies at parting. : ‘go 
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OME of the fineft treatifes of the moft po- 

J lite Latin and Greek writers are in Dialogue, 
as many vety valued pieces of Frenchy  Jta- 
lian, and Englifh appear in the fame drefs. 1 have 
fometinies however been very much diftafted at 
this way of writing, by reafon of the long Pre- 
faces and exordiums into which it often betrays 
an author. There is fo much time taken up in 
ceremony, that before they enter on their fubject 
the Dialogue is half ended. To avoid the fault 
I have found in cthers, J fhall not trouble’ my-: 
felf nor my Reader with the firft falutes of our 
three friends, nor with any part of their difcourfe 
over the Tea-table- We will fuppofe the China 
dithes taken off, anda Drawer of Medals fupply- 
ing their room. Philander, who is to be the He- 
ro in my Dialogue, takes it in his hand, and ad+ 
drefiing himfelf to Cynthio and Eugenius, I will 
firft of all, fays he, fhow you an affembly of the 
moft virtuous Ladies that you have ever perhaps 
~ converfed with. I do not know, fays Cynthie, 
regarding them, what their virtue may be, but 
methinks they are q little fantaftical in their drefs, 
You will find, fays Pdilander, there is good fenfe 
in it. hey have not a fingle ornament that they 
cannot give a reafon for. I was going to ask 
you, fays ELugenius, in what country you find 
thefe Ladies. But I fee they are’ fome of thofe 
imaginary perfons you told us of laft night that - 
* inhabit 
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inhabit old Coins, and appear no where elfe but 


-on the reverfe of a Medal. Their proper coun- 


try, fays Philander, is the breaft of a good man: 
for I think theyeare moft of them the figures of 
Virtues. It. is a great compliment methinks to 
the fex, fays Cynthio, that your Virtues are gene- 
rally fhown in petticoats. I can give no other 
reafon for it, fays Philander, but becaufe they. 
chanced to be of the feminine gender in the learn- 

ed Janguages. You find however 


Firp Series. fomething bold and mafculine in- 


FiGuRE 1. theair and pofture of the firft figure, 


which is that of Virtue herfelf, and 


agrees.very well with the defcription we find of her 
in Sltus Italicus, : | | | 


_Virtutis difpar habitus, frons birta, nec unquam 


Compofita mutata coma, fians vultus, et ore 
Inceffugue viro propior, letique pudoris, 
Cella humeris, nivee fulgebat flamine palla. 


(Sil It. D. rg. 


A different form did Virtue wear, 
Rude from her forehead fell th’ unplaited hair, 

_ With dauntlefs mien aloft fhe rear’d her head, 
And next to manly was the virgin’s tread ; | 
Her height, her fprightly blufh, the Goddefs fhow,. 
And robes unfullied as the falling fnow. - 


Virtue and Honour had their Temples bordering on 
each other, and are fometimes both on 
1c. 2. the fame coin, as in the following one 
of Galba.  Siltus Ttalicus makes them ~ 
companions in the glorious equipage that he gives 


his Virtue. 
{ Virtus 


~ 
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{ Virtus loquitur. ] | coeae 
Mecum Honor, et Laudes, et lato gloria vultu, 
Ei Decus, et niveis Victoria concolor alts. “* Thids 


[Virtue fpeaks.] ORE a PO Be Mik 
With me the foremoft place let Honour gain, 
Fame, and the Praifes mingling in her train ; 
Gay Glory next, and Viéfory on high, | 
White like myfeif, on fnowy wings fhall fly. | 


Tu cujus placido pofuere in pectore fedem 
Blandus Honos, hilarifque (tamen cum pondere) 
Virtus. __ Stat. Silv, Lib. 2. 


The head of Honour is crowned with a Laurel, as 
Martial has adorned his Glory after the fame manner, 
which indeed is but another name for the fame 
perfon. 3 


Mitte coronatas Gloria meefta comas. 


I find, fays Cynthio, the Latins mean Courage by 
the figure of Virtue, as. well as by the word itfelf. 
Courage was efteemed the greateft perfection among 
them, and therefore went under the name of 


Virtue in general, as the modern J/talians give the. 


fame name on the fame account to the Knowledge 
of Curiofities. Should a Roman Painter at pre- 
fent draw the picture of Virtue, inftead of the 
Spear and Paratonium that fhe bears on old coins, 
he would give her a Buft in one hand and a Fid- 
die'in the other. 
~The next, fays Philander, is a Lady 
of a more peaceful chara¢ter, and had - 
her Temple at Rome. 


Salutate 


hy \ 
Fo2G.03< 


a/ 


ae 
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ma Salatate crepitat Concordia nidd. — 

She is often placed on the reverfe of an Imperial 
coin to fhow the good underftanding between 
the Emperor and the Emprefs, She has always 
a Cornu-copié in her hand, to denote that Plenty 
is the fruit of Concord. After this fhort account 
of the Goddefs, I defire you will give me your 
opinion of the Deity that is defcribed in the. fol- 
Jowing verfes of Seneca, who would have her 
propitious to the marriage of Fafon and Creuja. 
He mentions her by her qualities, and not by her 
name. 


Set eee woos Ap eri 
Martis fanguineas que cohibet manus, 
Que dat belligeris foedera gentibus, ee ee 
Et cornu retinet divite copiam. Sen. Med, AG. 1, 


Who fooths great AZars the warrior God, 
And checks his arm diftain’d with blood, . 
Who joins in leagues the jarring lands, 
The horn of Plenty fills her hands. 


The defcription, fays Eugenius, is a copy of the. 
figure we have before us: and for the future, in- 
ftead of any further note on this paflage, I 
would have the reverfe you have fhown us ftamp- 
ed on the fide of it. ‘The interpreters of Seneca, 
fays Philander, will underftand the precedent ‘ver- 
fes as a defcription of Venus, though in my opi- 
nion there-is only the firft of them that can aptly 
relate to her, which at the fame time agrees as well 
with Concord: and that this was a Goddefs whe 
Hele ds ule 
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ufed to intereft herfelf in marriages, we may fee in 
the following defcription. veh Co ag ee PS AEE 


ar ——Famdudum pofte reclinis 
 Quaerit Hymen thalamis intactum dicere carmen, 
— Quo vatem mulcere queat ; dat ‘funo verenda 
Vincula, et infigni geminat Concordia taeda. 
| ' Statii Epithalamion. Silv. Lib, 1, 


Already leaning at the door, too long ; 
Sweet Hymen waits to raife the nuptial Song, 
Her facred bands majeftic Fumo lends, — 
And Concord with her flaming torch attends. 


Peace differs as little in her Drefs F < 
as in her Chara@ter from Concord. You als de 
may obferve in both thefe figures that the Veft is 
gathered up before them, like an Apron, which you 
muft fuppofe fill’d with fruits as well as the Corng- 
we : It is to. this part of the Drefs that Tibullus 
alludes. : : 


At nobis, Pax alma, veni, fpicamque teneio, 
Perfluat et pomis candidus ante finus. 


Kind Peace appear, — 
And:in thy right-hand hold the wheaten ear, 
ag it white lap th’ o’erflowing fruits fhall 
wie WARS 


Prudentius has given us the fame circumftance in 
his defcription of Avarices 
3 werner Avaritid gremio precincia capaci. ; 
ey ; Prud. Pfychomachia. 
How 


~ 
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How proper the. emblems. of Plenty are to Peace, Pe 
ney be feen in the fame OC. ty oe Me oats 
— Interea Pax-arva colat, Pax Ce brinaiiat 
Dusit araturos fub juga curva ‘boves 3 . | 
Pax aluit vites, et Juccos condidit uve, 
Funderet ut nato tefta paterna mersm: en i 
Pace bidens vomerque vigent,———- ‘=~ 


Tibul. El. ro. Lib. I. 


She firft, White Peace,” the ‘earth with piseelt 
fhares broke, ; | 

And bent the oxen to the crooked okay 

Firft rear’d the vine, and hoarded firft with: care 

Uke father’ s vintage for his drunken heir, | 


_ The Olive branch in helt hand is frequently ‘touche Pa 
ed upon in the old Poets « as a token of Peace.” yh Ne 


Virg. Ain. 10 me 3 


Lngreditur, ramumgue tenens popularis Olive. 


Ov. Met. Lib. 7. 
In his right-hand an Opie he holds. 


Pace orare manu 


ane ——furorem 

Indomitum duramque viri deflectere mentem 

Pacifico fermone parant, hoftemque propinquum — 

Orant Ceeropie prelata Jeans Minerva. 
- Luc. Lib. 3. 

To move his haughty foul they try - 

Intreaties, and perfuafion foft apply; 

‘Pheir brows Ainerva’s peaceful branches wear, 

And thus in in, gentle terms they greet-his ear. 

Mr. Rowe, 


Which 
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Which by the way one would think had been 
fpoken rather of an Attila, or a Maximin, than 
Fulius Cafar. Hae BG <p as 

* You fee Abundance or Plenty makes py g, P 
the fame figure in Medals as in Horace. : 


-Manabit ad plenum benigno 
Ruris honorum opulenta cornu. 


Hor. Lib. 1,Od, 17: 


" ——Here to thee fhall Plenty flow 
And all her riches fhow, _ 
To raife the honour of the quiet plain, 
ge | Hae r. Creech. 


The Compliments on this reverfe to Gordianus Pius 
is exprefled in the fame manner as that of Florace to 
Auguftus.. 
te ee Arse fr vgzes 
Ttaliam pleno diffudit Gopia_cornu. 

Pe a Hor. Epift. 12. Lib, 12 


~ 


————Golden Plenty with a bounteous hand 


Rich harvefts freely {catters o'er our land. 
| Mr. Creeché 


But to return again to our Virtues. pyc. 6, 
You have here the picture of Fidelity, | eee 
who was worfhipped as a Goddefs among the Romans. 


Si tu oblitus es at Dit meminerunt, meminis Fides. ° 
Catul. ad Alphen. 


I fhould fancy, from the following verfes of Vir- 
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gil and Silius Italicus, that fhe was reprefented un= 


der the figure of an old woman. 


ee iy 


Cana Fides, et Vefia, Remo cum fraire Quirinus 
‘Fura AAD GIF es pisectpetes Virg. Ain. Lib. ry 
€ - hy ee rt 


Then banifh’d Faith thall once again return, 

And veftal fires in hallow’d temples burn, | 

And Remus with Quirinus fhall fuftain 

The righteous Jaws, and fraud and force reftrain, 
: Ret NEN, Lager, 


———— ——ad limina fanéte 
Contendit Fidei, fecretaque pectora tentat. = 
Arcanis dea leta, polo tum forte remoto 
Calicoldm magnas volvebat confeia curas. 
Ante ‘Fovem generata, decus divdmque homi- 


numque, es. 
Lua fine non tellus pacem, non equora nérunt, 
Jupitie confors———— Sil. It, Lib. a 


.He tothe fhrines of Faith his fteps addreft. 
She, pleas’d with fecrets rolling in her breaft, 
Far from the world remote, revolv’d on high 
The cares of gods, and counfels of the sky. 
Ere Fave was born fhe grac’d the bright abodes, 
Confort of Fuffice, boaft of men and gods ; 
Without whofe heavenly aid no peace below — 
The ftedfaft earth, and rolling ocean know. 


Fie ¢ There is a Medal of Heliogabalus 
"“* infcrib’d Frp&s ExeRCIT Us, 

that receives a great light from -the preceding 
verfes. She is pofted between two military En- 
figns, for-the good quality that the Poet afcribes 
ry te 
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to her of preferving the public peace, by keeping. 
the Army true to its Allegiance.” 

fancy, fays Eugenius, as you have difcovered 
the Age of this imaginary Lady from the defcrip- 
tion that the Poets have made of her, you may 
find too the colour of the Drapery that fhe wore 
in the old Roman paintings, from that verie. in 


= 


Horace. 
Te Spes et albo xara’ Pides colt | 
_ Felata panno—— Hor. Od. 35. Lib. 1. 


"Sure Hapeand Friend/bip cloth’d in White, 
Attend on thee. Mr. Creech, 


One would think, fays Philander, by this verfe, that 
Hope and Fidelity had both the fame kind of Drefs. 
It is certain Hepe might have a fair pretence to 
White, in allufion to thofe that were Candidates for 
an employ. | 


——— guem ducit hiantem 
Cretata AND 1110 ener 


Perf. Sati g; 


And how properly the Epithet of Kara agrees 
with her, you may fee.in the tranfpa- 

rency of the next figure. She is here Fic. 8. 
drefs'd in fuch:a kind of Veit as the 

Latins call a Multicium from the finenefs of its 
Tiffue.. Your Roman Beaus had their fummer toga 
ef fuch a light airy make. 


Quem tenues decuere toga nitidique capills. is 
| Hor. Ep. 14. Lib. tr. 


[ 


Inofi 
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- I that had ley cheryl. pana tect hae eal dd 
~ Carl’d powder’d locks, a fine and gawdy gown. © 
| | We icoine Mr. Greech. 
- remember fays Cynthio, Fuvenal rallies Creticus; 
that was otherwife a brave rough fellow, very hand- 
fomly, on-this kind of garment. Migioials cart fe 143 


eer 
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/ pa Miaeigh Ml, isboccter 9: ey 


ma fed quid 

Non facient alii cum tu multitia fumas, 
.) Crete ? et hane veftem popule mirante perores 
_ Ln Proculas et Pollineas. Juv. Sat, 2. 
_ Acer et indomitus Libertatifque magifer, 
. Cretice, pelluces onto oe Mae Dvn, : 


ponennnnnenennnn’ Not, vain Aetellus, fhall ~~ 
From Rome's Tribunal thy harangues prevail ° 
» *Gainft harlotry, while thou art clad fo thin, 
That thro’ thy Cobweb-robe we fee thy skin. 
As thou declaim’ ft : Mr, Tate. 
Can’ft thou reftore old manners, or retrench 
Reme’s pride, who comn’ft tranfparent to the. 
Soe ABOGER E08 icc sine Sas Idem. 


_» But pray what is the meaning that this tranfparent 
Lady holds up her train. in her left-hand? for I 
find your women on Medals do nothing without 
a meaning. » Befides, I fuppofe there is a moral 
precept at leaft couch’d under the figure’ fhe holds 
in her other hand, She draws back her garment, 
fays Philander, that it may not. incumber her in 
her march. For fhe is always drawn in a pof- 
ture of walking, it being as natural for Hope to prefs 
forward to her proper objects, as for Fear to fly 
from them, pie Rag ree 
Ue 


- Ut canis in vacuo leporem cum Gallicus arvo 
Vidit, et hic predam pedibus petit, ille falutem: 

Alter inhefuro fimilis, jam jamque tenere 
Sperat, et extento firlngit veftigia rofiro; | 


Alter in ambiguo eff an fit comprenfus, et ipfis My : 


Morfibus eripitur, tangentiaque ora relinguit : 
Sicdeus et virgo eft: hice fpeceler, illa timore. | 
2 -. De Apol. et Daph. Ov. Met. Lib. x. 


- As when th’ impatient Grayhound flipt from, far, 
Bounds o’er the glebe to catch the fearful Hare, - 
© She in’her fpeed does all her fafety lay: 
And he with double fpeed purfues the prey 5‘ 
O’er-runs her at the fitting turn, and licks (°° 
His chaps in vain; and blows upon the flix: 
She ’fcapes, and for the neighb’ring covert ftrives, 
And gaining fhelter doubts if yet fhe lives: 
Such was the god, and fuch the fying fair, -— 
. She, ure’d by Fear, her feet did fwiftly move, 
But he more fwiftly who was urg’d by Love. 
| | Mr, Dryden. 


This beautiful fimilitude is, I think, the prettieft 
Emblem in the world of Hope and Fear in extremity. 
A flower or bloffom that you fee in the right-hand 
is a proper ornament for Hope, fince they are thefe 
that we term'in poetical language the Hopes of the 
year. 3 
Vere novo, tunc herba nitens, et roboxis expers 
Turget et infolida eff, et Spe delecétat agreftes. 
Omnia tum florent, florumque coloribus almus - 


Ridet ager — ne Ov. Met. Lib, 15. 


oe ‘The’ ereen ftem grows in ftature and in fize, 
But only feeds with Hope the Farmer’s eyes 5 
Then 


¢ 
Aah 
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Then laughs the childith year with flowrets crown’d, 

And lavithly perfumesthe fields around. = 
| FRAT Gas cine ba helen aaa 
The fame Poet in his De foftis, {peaking of the Vine 
in flower, exprefles it. ait ae 


In {pe vitis erat ———~ __ Ov. de Fatt. Lib. s. 


‘The next on the Lift is a Lady of a 
contrary character, and therefore in a 
_ quite different pofture. As Security is free from all 
-purfuits, fhe is reprefented leaning carelefly on a 
pillar. Hlorace has drawn a pretty metaphor from 
this pofture. 


eR Gy, 


Nullum me @ labore reclinat otium, 


No cafe doth lay me down from pain. ; 
! Mr. Creech. 


She refts herfelf on a pillar, for the fame reafon as 
the Poets often compare an obftinate refolution ora 
great firmnefs of mind, to.a rock that is not to be 
moved by all the affaults of winds or waves. 


Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 

Non vultus inflantts tyranni, 

Mente quatit folida, neque Aufter 

Dux inquiete turbidus Adria, (Fe, Hor. 


The man refolv’d, and‘fteady to his truft, 

Inflexible to ill, and obftinately juft, 

May the rude rabble’s infolence ‘defpife, 

‘Their feafelefS clamours and tumultuous sag ; 
@ 


x 
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The tyrant’s fiercenefs he beguiles, —_ 
And the ftern brow and the harfh voice defies, 
And with fuperior greatnefs {miles. © 
‘Not the rough whirlwind that deforms 
Aadria’s black guif-———. Sc. Mr. Creech. 


‘Tam apt to think it was on Devices of this na- 
ture that Ho race had his Eye in his Ode to Fortune. 
It is certain he alludes to a pillar that figured 
out Security, or fomething very like it; and till any 
body finds out another that will ftand better in its 
‘place, I think we may content ourfelves with this 
before us. va : : 
Te Dacus afper, te profugi Scythe 
Urbefque gentefque et Latium ferox, 
Regumque matres barbarorum, et 
Purpuret metuunt tyrannt: 


Injuriofo ne pede proruas 


_ Stantem columnam; neu populus frequens 
Ad arma ceffantes, ad arma 
Concitet, imperiumque frangat. . 
. Ad Fortunam, Hor. Lib. 1. Od. 35. 


To thee their vows rough Germans pay, 
To thee the wandring Scythians bend, 
The mighty Rome proclaims a friend: 
And for their Tyrant fons 
The barb’rous Mothers pray 
_ Tothee, the greateft guardian ef their Thrones, 


‘They bend, they vow, and ftill they fear, 
Left you fhould kick their Column down, 
And cloud the glory. of their Crown ; 
They fear that-you would raife 
an ‘The. 
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The lazy crowd to. war, 
And break their Empiney) or confine their oie : 
‘i Mr. Creech. 


T muft however be fo fair as to let you know that 
Peace and Felicity have their pillars in feveral Medals 
as well as Security, fo that if you do not like one > of 
them, you may take the other. — 


Bie Ae. The next Fi igure is that of. Chafii- 
' ty, who was worfhipped as a Poet 


‘and had her tege | 
oe -deinde ad fuperos Afirea trcalie t 


Hae comite, atque dua pariter fugere forores, — 
De pudicitia. Juv; Sat. 6. 


At length unealy “fu/?ice upwards flew, 
And both ae Sifters to the Stars vache ; 
. Mr, Dryden. 


Templa pudicitia quid opus fratuiffe puellis, 
Jz cuivis nupte quidibet effe licet ? Tib. Lib, 2. 


Since wives whate’ er they pleafe unblam’d can be, 
Why rear we ufelefs Fanes to Cha/tety ¢ 


How her pofture and drefs become her, you may s, 
in the following verfes. 4 
Ergo fedens velat vultus, obnubit ocellos, baa 
Lia werecundi figna Pudoris erant. Alciat. 


She fits, her vifage veil’d, her eyes conceal’d,, 
. By marks like thefe was Chaftity reveal'd, 
Lee 
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Ite procul witte tenues, infione pudoris, | 


Queque tegit medios inftita longa pede. 
| i Ov. de Art. Aman: 
( 


——— frontem limbo velata pudicam. | 
Claud. de Theod. Conf. 


Hence! ye fmooth fillets on the forehead - 
bound, - 
_ Whofe bands the brows of Cha/fity furround, 
And hercoy Robe that lengthens to the ground. 


She is reprefented in the habit of a Roman Matron. 


Matrone preter faciem nil cernere poffis, 
Catera, ni Catia eft, demiffa vefte tegentis, 
Hor. Sat. 2. Lib. 1. 


Befides, a Matron’s face is feen alone ; 
But Kaze’s, that female bully of the town, i 
For ail the reft is cover’d with a gown. 

| Mr. Creech. 


That, ai Catia eff, fays Cynthis, is a beauty un- 
known to moft of our Engli/h Satirifts, ~ Ho- 
race knew how to ftab with addrefs, and to’ give 
a thruft where he was leaft expefied. Buileax 
has nicely imitated him in this, aswell as his 
other beauties. But our Lxgli/b Libellers are for 
hewing a man downright, and for letting him fee 
at a diftance that he is to look for no mercy. JI 
own to you, fays Eugenius, I have often admired 
this piece of art in the two Satirifts you men- 
tion, and have been furprifed to meet with a man 
in a Satire that I never in the leaft expeéted to 

Vor. Hl. Cc find © 


> 
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find there. They have a particular way of hiding 


their ill-nature, and introduce a criminal rather to 
iluftrate a precept or paflage, than out of any feem- 
ing defign to abufe-him. Our Ezgli/h Poets on the 
contrary fhow a kind of malice prepenfe in their 
Satires, and initead of bringing in the perfon to give 


light to any part of the Poem, let you fee they 
writ the whole Poem on purpofe to abufe the per- 


fon, But we muft not leave the Ladies thus. Pray 

what kind of head-drefé is that of Prety ? | 
As Cha/ftity, fays Philander, appears in the habit 

of a Roman matron, in whom: that Virtue was fup- 


pofed to reign in its perfection, Piety 


F 1G. 11. wears the drefs of the Veftal Virgins, 

_ who were the greateft and moft fhining 
examples of it. Vittata Sacerdos is you know an Ex- 
preflion among the Latin Poets. I do not queftion but 
you have feen in the Duke of Florence’s gallery a 
beautiful antique figure of a woman ftanding before 
an Altar, which fome of the Antiquaries call a Piety, 


and others a Veftal Virgin. “The woman, Altar, © 


and fire burning on it, are feenin marble exadlly as. 


in this coin, and bring to my mind a part of a 
fpecch that Religion makes in Phedrus’s fables. 


Sed ne ignis nofter facinori preluceat, 
Per quem verendos excalit Pietas deos. ae 

Fab. 10. Lib. 4. 
hese £0 this Reoddets that Statius addrefles himfelf in 
the following lines. ’ 


Summa dem Pietas! cujus gratiffima caclo 
Rara profanatas infpectant numina terras, 
Hue vittata comam, niveoque infignis amtu, 


Qualis 


¥, 


\ 
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Gualis aahue prafens, nulléque expulfa nocentum 
Fraude rudes populos atque aurea regna colebas, 
Mitibus emequiis ades, et lugentis Hetrufet 
Cerne pios fletus, laudataque lumina terge. 
> ie | Statius Silv. Lib. 3. 
Chief of the Skies, celeftial Piety / 
Whofe god-head, priz’d by thofe of heavenly 
birth, 3 
Revifits rare thefe tainted realms of Earth, 
Mild in thy milk.white veft, to footh my friend, 
With holy fillets on thy brows defcend, 
_ Such as of old (ere chac’d by Guilt and Rage) 
A race unpolifh’d, and a-golden age, — 
Beheld thee frequent. Once more come below, 
‘Mix in the foft folemnities of woe, 
See, fee, thy own Hetrufcus waftes the day — 
In pious grief; and wipe his tears away. 


5 


~ 


The little trunk fhe holds in her left-hand is the 
Acerra that you fo often find among the Poets, in 
which the frankincenfe was preferv’d that Piezy is 
here fuppos’d to ftrow on the fire. ne 


Danique facerdoti cufiodem thuris acerram. 
| Ov. Met. Lib. 13. 


‘Hee tibi pro nato plena dat letus acerra 
Phahe —— wo Mart. Lib. 4. Epig. 45. 


The figure of Equity differs but lit- F 
tle from that our -painters make of 1 Ota 
her at prefent. ‘The fcales fhe carries in her hand 
are fo natural an emblem of juftice, that Perfjus 
has turned them into an allegory to exprefs the de- 
sifions of right or wrong. 4 


Cz cm Duivites 
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: ——Duirites 
Foc puto non juftum eft, illud male, reciins ifiud ; 
' Scis etenim jufium gemina fufpendere lance 
Ancipitis Libre. 


aa reel 


Socrat. ad Alcibiad. Sat. 4% 


weer em Romans, know, 

Againft right reafon all your counfels go; 

This is not fair; nor profitable that: 

Nor t’other queftion proper for debate. . 

But thou, no doubt, canft fet the bufinefs right, 

And give each argument its proper weight :- 

Know’it with an equal hand to hold the feale, @c.. 
: Mr. Dryden. 


F _ The next figure I prefent you with 

1G. 13: is Eternity. She holds in her hand 
a globe with a Phoenix on it. How proper a type 
of Eternity is each of thefe you may, fee in the 
following quotations. I am fure you will pardon 
the length of the latter as it is not improper to.the 
occafion, and fhows at the fame time the great 
fruitfulnefs of the Poet’s fancy, that could turn the 
fame thought to fo many different. ways. 


- Hee Eterna manet, divifque fimillima forma eft, 
Cui neque principium eft ufquam, nec finis:- in 
ipfo 
Sed fimilis toto remanet, perque omnia par eft. 
de Rotunditate Corporum, Manil, Lib. 1. 


This form’s eternal, and may juftly claim 

A godlike nature, all its parts the fame ; 
Alike, and equal to its felf *tis found, 

No end’s and no beginning in a round: = 
Nought 
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Nought can moleft its Being, nought control, 
And this enobles, and confines the whole. 


Mr, Creech. 


Par volucer fuperis: Stellas qui vividus equat 
 Durando, membrifque terit redeuntibus evum. 
Nam pater eft prolefque fut, nulloque creante 
Emeritos artus feecunda morte refermat, 
Et petit alternam totidem per funera vitam. 
O fenium pofiture rogo, falfifque fepulchris 
Natales habiture vices, qui fepe renafci 
Exitio, proprioque foles pubefcere letho.——— 
O felix, herefque tui! quo folvimur omnes, 
Hoe tibi fuppeditat vires, prebetur origo 
Per cinerem, moritur te non pereunte fenectus, 
Vidifti quodcunque furt. Te fecula tefte 
Cuntta revoluuntur: nofti quo tempore pontus 
Fuderit elatas fcopulis flagnantibus undas: 
Quis Phaetonteis erroribus arferit annus. 
Kit clades Te nulla rapit, folufque aod gi 
Edomita tellure manes: non ftamina Parce 
In Te dura legunt, non jus babuere nocendi. 

on de Phoenice. Claud. 


A God-like bird! whofe endlefs round of years 
Outlaft the ftars, and tires the circling fpheres ;— 
Begot by none himfelf, begetting none, j 
Sire of himfelf he-is, and of himfelf the fon; 
His life in fruitful death renews its date, _ 
And kind deftru@tion. but prolongs his fate—— 
O thou, fays he, whom harmlefs fires fhall burn, 
Thy age the flame to fecond youth fhall turn, 
An infant’s cradle is thy fun’ral urn. —-- 
‘Thrice happy Phenix! Heav’n’s peculiar care f 
Has made thyfelf thyfelf’s furviving heir. 
OZ By 
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By death thy deathlefs vigour is fupply’d, 
Which finks to ruin all the world befide. 
‘Thy age, not thee, affifting Phebus burns, 
And vital flames light up thy fun’ral Urns. 
W hate’er events have been thy eyes furvey, 
And thou art fix’d while ages roll away. 
Thou faw’ft when raging ocean burft his bed, 
_ O’er-top’d the mountains, and the earth o’er- 
fpread ; ie 
When the rafh youth infam’d the high abodes, 
Scorch’d up the skies, and fcar’d the deathlels 
Gods. 7 aN Games vole 
When nature ceafes, thou fhale ftill remain, 
Nor fecond Chaos bound thy endlefs reign ; 
Fate’s tyrant laws thy happier lot fhall brave, 
Baffle deftru€tion, and elude the grave. 


The circle of rays that you fee round the head of 
the Phenix diftinguifh him to be the bird and off- 
fpring of the Sun, rae ai 


“Solis avt_[pecimen ~-——~ mL 8 
Una eft que reparet feque ipfa refeminet ales 5 
Affjrit Phaenica vocant: non fruge neque herbis, 
Sed Thuris lacrymis et fucco vivit amomt. — 
Hec ubi quinque fue complevit fecula vita, 
flicis in ramis, tremuleve cacumine palme, 
_Unguibus et duro fibi nidum conftruit ore: 
Quo fimul ac cafias, ac nardi lenis ariftas 
Quaffaque cum fulva fubftravit cinnama myrrhdy 
Se fuper imponit, finitgue in odoribus evum. 
Inde ferunt totidem qui vivere debeat annos 
Corpore de patrio parvum pheenica renafci. — 
Cum dedit huic etas vires, onerique ferendo eft, 
’ Ponderibus nidi ramos levat arberis alte, ; 
138 Fertque 
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Fertque pius cunafque fuas, patriumgue fepulcrum, 
Perque leves auras Hypertonis urbe potitus 
Ante fores facras Edyperionis ede repent. é 
Ov. Met. Lib. 15. 


we Titanius ales. Claud, de Pheenice. 


—From himfelf the Phanix only {prings: 
Self-born, begotten by the parent Flame, _ 
In which he burn’d, another-and the fame. 
Who not by corn or herbs his life fuftains, 
But the {weet eflence of Amomum drains : 
And watches the rich gums 4radia bears, © 
While yet in tender dew they drop their tears, 
He (his five centuries of life fulfill’d) 
His neft on oaken boughs begins to build, 
Or trembling tops of Palm, and firft he draws ° 
The plan with his broad bill and crooked claws, 
Nature’s artificers ; on this the pile 
Is form’d, and-rifes round; then with the fpoil 
Of Caffia, Cynamon, and ftems of Nard, : 
(For foftnefs ftrew’d beneath) his fun’ral bed is 
rear’d: | 
Fun’ral and bridal both ; and all around 
The borders with corruptlefs Myrrh are crown'd, 
On this incumbent; ’till ethereal fame 
Firft catches, then confumes, the coftly frame ; 
Confumes him too, as on the pile he lies; _ 
He liv’d on odours, and in odours dies. | 
An Infant-Phenix from the former fprings, | 
His father’s heir, and from his tender wings 
Shakes off his parent duft, his method he purfues, 
And the fame leafe of life on the fame terms 
renews. | a at 
When grown to manhood he begins his reign, 
And with ftiff pinions = his flight fuftain, ~ 
4. 


& 


He 
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He lightens of its load the tree, that bore 
- His father’s royal fepulchre before, | 
And his own cradlé: This (with pious care, 
Plac’d on his back) he cuts the buxom air, 
Seeks the Sun’s city, and his facred church, 
And decently lays down his burden in the porch. 
weit Mr. Dryden. 


Sie ubi feecundad reparavit morte juventam, 
E't patrios idem cineres, colleGlaque portat 
Unguibus offa pits, Nilique ad littora tendens 
Unicus extrema Pheenix procedit ab Euro : 
Conveniunt Aquile, cunctaeque ex orbe volucres 


Us Solis mirentur avem 
Claud. de'laud. Stil. L. 23 


So when his parent’s pile hath ceas’d to burn, 
Towr’s the young Pheenix from the teeming urn: 
And from the purple eaft, with pious toil ; 
Bears the dear relics to the diftant Nile ; , 
Himfelf a fpecies! “hen, the bird of Fove, 
And all his plumy natien quit the grove ; 

The gay harmonious train delighted gaze, 
Crowd the proceffion, and refound his praife. 


‘The radiated head of the Phanix gives us the mean- 
ing of a paflage in Aufontus, which I was formerly 
furprifed to meet with in the defcription of a Bird. 
But at prefent I am very well fatisfied the Poet muft - 
have had his eye on the figure of this Bird in ancient 
{culpture and’ painting, as indeed it was impoffible to 
take it from the life. mers 


‘Ter nova Neftoreos implevit purpura Sufas, ; 


leis 


Bt toties terno cornix vivacior @vo, 


. 
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Quam novies terni glomerantem fecula tratas 
Vincunt eripides ter terno Neftore cervt, 
Tres quorum egtates fuperat Phabeius ofcen. 
Quem novies fenior Gangeticus antett ales, 
Ales cinnameo radiatus tempora nida. 


Aufon. Eidyll, 11. 


Arcanum radiant oculi jubar. igneus ora 

Cingit honos, rutile cognatum vertice fidus 
Attollit criftatus apex, tenebrafque ferena 

Luce fecat ——— f Claud. de Phoen. 


His fiery eyes fhoot forth a glitt’ring ray, 


_And round his head ten thoufand glories play: 


High on his creft, a Star celeftial bright 
Divides the darknefs with its piercing light. 


——Procul ignea lucet 


Ales, odorati redolent cui cinnama bufti. 


Claud. de laud. Stil. L. 22 


If you have a mind to compare this fcale of Beings 
with that of Hefiod, I fhall give it you in a tranfla- 


tion of that Poet. 


Ter binos deciefque novem fuper exit in annos 


Fufia fenefcentum quos implet vita virorum. 
. Hos novies fuperat vivenda garrula Cornix: 


Et quater egreditur cornicts fecula cervus. 
Alipidem cervum ter vincit Corvus: at illum 
Multiplicat novies Phenix, reparabilis ales. 
Quam vos perpetuo decies praevertitis eva 
Nymphe Hamadryades: quarum longiffima vita eff s 


Eki cohibent fines. vivacia fata animantum. 


Aufon, Eidyll. 18. - 
Cs A ae 
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The utmoft age to man the Gods affign 
Are winters three times two, and ten times nine: 
Poor man nine times the prating Dawes exceed : 
Three times the Dawe’s the Deer’s more lafting 
breed: 
> The Deer’s full thrice the Raven’s race outrun: 
Nine times the Raven Yztan’s feather’d fon : 
Beyond his age, with youth and beauty crown’d, _ 
“The Hamadryads fhine ten agesround: 
Their breath the longeft is the Fates beftow 3 
And fuch the bounds to mortal lives below. - 


A man had need be a good Arithmetician, fays Cyn- _ 


thie, to underftand this Author’s works. His de- 
fcription runs on like a Multiplication Table. But 


methinks the Poets ought to have agreed a little bet- . 


ter in the calculations of a Bird’s life that was proba- 
bly of their own creation, 
We - generally find a great cbifations) in the tra- 
ditions of the ancients, fays Philan- 
Fic 14. der. It fees to me, from the next 
Medal, it was an opinion among them, 
that the Phenix yetiew’d herfelf at the beginning 
ef the great year, and the return of the Golden 
Age. ‘This opinion I find touched upon in a cou- 
ple of lines in Glaudian. 


Quicquid ab externis ales longeva colonis 
Colligit, optati referens exordia fecli. 


Claud. de rapt. Prof. ioe Ze 


‘Fhe perfon i in the midft of the circle is fuppofed 
to be Fupiter, by the Author that has publifhed 
this Medal, but I fhould rather take it for the 
figure of Time. I remember I have jeen at Rome 

an 


i 
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an antique Statue of Time, with a wheel or 
hoop*of marble in his hand, as Seneca defcribes 
him, and not with a ferpent as he is generally re- 
prefented. bi pal 


om properat curse 
Vita citato, volucrique die. cae . 
Rota precipitis voluitur anni. | Herc. fur, At, 2, 


a of Life pofts away, 
And day from day drives on with fwift career 
The wheel that hurries on the headlong year. 


As the circle of marble in his hand reprefents the com- 
mon year, fo this that encompafles him is a proper 
reprefentation of the great year, which is the whole 
round and comprehenfion of Time. For when 
this is finifhed, the heavenly bodies are fuppofed 
to begin their courfes anew, and to» meafure over 
again the feveral- periods and divifions of years, 
months, days, &c. into which the great year is 
diftinguifhed. 


confumto, Magnus qui dicitur, anno 
Rurfus in antiquum venient vaga fidera curfum > 
Qualia difpofiti fleterant ab origine mundi. 

. Aufon, Hidyl. 1g, 


When round the great Platonic year has turn’d, 
In their old ranks the wandring ftars fhall fland 
As when firft marfhall’d by th’ Almighty’s hand.. 


Yo fum up therefore the thoughts of this Medal, 
The infcription teaches us that the whole’ de§jgn 
miuft refer to the Golden Age which it lively. re. 
; prefents, 
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prefents, if we fuppofe the circle that encompafles 


By 
i | 
" 


Time, or if you pleafe Supiter, ficnifies the 


finifhing of the great year, and that the Phanix 
figures out the beginning of a new feries of time. 


So that the compliment on this Medal to the 


Emperor Adrian, is in all refpeéts the fame that 
Virgil makes to Pollio’s fon, at whofe birth he fup- 
pofes the anus magnus or platonical year run out, 
and renewed again with the opening of the Golden 
Age. } 


Magnus abintegro feclorum nafcitur ordo ; 
‘Fam redit et Virgo, redeunt Saturnia regna: 
Et nova progenies caelo demiititur alto. | 
| | Virg. Ec..4. 


And the bleft maid reftores the Age of Gold, 
In the great wheel of Zzme before enroll’d. — 
Wow a new progeny from Heav’n defcends. 

Ld. Lauderdale. 


The time is come'the Szdy/s long foretold, t 


an ine Ade ft mundo dies 

Supremus ille, qui premat genus impium 

Celi ruind; rurfus ut flirpem novam 

Generet renafcens melior: ut quondam tulit 
Fuvenis tenente regna Saturno poll. 
Sen. Oct. AG. 2. 


ame The jaft great day is.come, : 
When earth and all her. impious fons fhall li 
Crufht in the ruines of the falling sky, 
Whence frefh fhall rife, her new-born realms to 
| grace, : | 
A pious-offspring and a purer race, 
wees ¥ Such 


e* 
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Such as ere-while in golden ages {fprung, 
When Saturn govern’d, and the world was 
- young.” | 


“You may compare the defign of this reverfe, if 
‘you pleafe, with one of Con/tantine, fo far as the 
‘Phenix is concerned in’ both, As for the other 
figure, we may have occafion to fpeak of it in 
another place, Vid. 15 figure. King of France’s 
Medalions, ! | 


The next figure fhadows out Eter- Fic 

nity to us, by the Sun in one hand iG. 16, 
and the Moon in the other, which in the Jan- 
guage of facred. poetry is as long as the Sun and 
Moon endureth, The heathens made choice of 
thefe Lights as apt fymbols of Eternity, becaufe, 
contrary to all fublunary Beings, though they feem 
to perifh every night, they renew themfelves every 
morning. . 


Soles occidere et redire poffunt ; 
Nobis cum femel occidit brevis lux, 
Now eff perpetua una dormtenda, Catul. 


The Suns fhall often fall and rife: 
But when the fhort-liv’d mortal dies 
_ A night eternal feals his eyes. 


Horace, whether in imitation of Catullus or not, has 
applied the fame thought to the Moon: and that too 
in the plural number. 


— Damna tamen celeres raparant caleftia lune 3. 


Nos ubi decidimus 


ee 
x q 
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 Qus pius Zineas, qua Tullus dives, et Ancts, 
 Pulvis et umbra fumus. Hor, Od. 7. Lib, 4. 
Fach lofs the haftning Moon repairs again... 
But we when once our race is done, ” 


so With Tallusand Anchifes” Lori 9007 a) PSN 


(Tho’ rich likeone, like t’other good) 
To duft and fhades, without a Sun, | 
‘Defcend, and fink in dark oblivion’s food. « ~~ 
Su W, Temple, 


In the next figure £ternity fits on a 
j globe of the heavens adorned with flars. 
We have already feen how proper an emblem of Ever- 
nity the globe is, and may find the duration of the 
{tars made ufe of by the Poets, as an expreffion of 
what is never hke to end, 


Fic, 17. 


-— Stellas gui ViVIAUS equas 
Durando 


————Polus dum fidera pafcet, 
Semper honos nomenque tuum laudefque manebunt. 


Virg. Ain. L, 1. 


C) aud, 


Lucida dum current annofi fidera mundi, &e. 
| Sen. Med. 


Vid. Ri G. 13 I might here tell you that Ever- 


' mity has a covering on her head, 
becaufe we can never find out her beginning ; that 
her legs are bare, becaufe we fee only thofe parts of her 
that are actually running on; that fhe fitson a globe 


and bears ‘a fcepter in her hand, to fhew that fhe is 
fovereign Miftrefs of all things: but for any of thofe — 


affertions | have no warrant from the Poets. 


You 
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You muft excufe me, if I have been longer than 
ordinary on fuch a fubject as Eternity. : 
‘The next you fee is Victory, to whom. Fic, r8. 
the Medallifts as well as Poets never : 

fail to give a pair of wings. 


Adfuit ipfa fuis Ales ap ee feign 
i i | ‘Claud. de 6. Conf, Honor, 


——dubiis volitat Vitoria pennis. Ov. 
——niveis Vidtoria concolor alis, Sil. Tt. 


The palm branch, and laurel were both the rewards 
ef Conquerors, and therefore no improper ornaments. 
for Vidtory..: 


—lenie ViGtoris pramia palme. Ov. Met. 
Ei palma pretium Vidtoribus. Virg. ZEn. 5. 


Tu ducibus letis aderis cum leta trinmphum 
Vox canet, & longas vifent capitolia pompas. 
Apollo ad Laurum. Ov. Met, 


_ Thou fhalt the Roman feftivals adorn ; 
Thou fhalt returning Cz/ar’s triumphs grace,. 
When pomps fhall in along proceffion pafs. 
> + | Dryden. 


By the way you may obferve the lower plaits of 
the Drapery that feem to have gathered the wind 
into them. I have feen abundance of antique 
figures in Sculpture and Painting, with juft the fame 
turn in the lower foldings of the Veft, when 
on the 
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the perfon that wears it is in a pofture of tripping 
forward. nae 


Obviaque adverfas vibrabant flamina Veftes. 
Ov. Met. Lib, 1. 


- ——As fhe fled, the wind 7 
Increafing fpread her flowing hair behind ; 
And left her legs and thighs expos’d to view. 

Dryden 


tenues finuantur flamina Veftes. Td. Lib. 2. 


It is worth while to compare this figure of Vidtory 
with her Statue as it is defcribed.in a very beautiful 
paflage of Prudentius. 


Non aris non farre mole Vigtoria felix - 
Exorata ventt: labor impiger, afpera virtus, 
Vis animi, excellens ardor, violentia, cura, 
Hance tribuunt, durum traétandis robur in armis. 
Que fi defuerint bellantibus, aurea quamutis 
Marmoreo in templo rutilas Vidtoria pinnas 
Exxplicet, et multis furgat formata talentis + 
Non aderit veftifque offenfa videbitur haftis. 
Quod miles propriis diffifus viribus optas 
Irrita foeminee tibimet folatia forme ? 
Nunquam pennigeram legio ferrata puellam — 
Vidit anhelantum regeret que tela virorum. 
Kincendt queris dominam ? fua dextra cuique 6fty 
Et Deus omnipotens. Non pexo crine virago, 
Nec nudo fufpenfa pede, firophioque revindta, 
Nec tumidas fluitante finu veftita papillas. _ 

| Prudentius contra Symm. Lib, 2. 


Shall Vzéary intreated lend her aid i 
For cakes of flower on {moking Altars laid ? mt 
. er 
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Her help from toils and watchings .hope to find, 

From the ftrong body, and undaunted mind: 

If thefe be wanting on th’ embattel’d plain, 

Ye fue the unpropitious maid in vain. 

Though in her marble temples taught to blaze 

Her dazling wings the goldem dame difplays, 

And many a talent in due weight was told 

To fhape her God-head in the curious mold. 

Shall the rough foldier of himfelf defpair, 

_ And hope for female vifions in the air! 

When legion fheath’d in iron e’er furvey’d 

Their darts dire€ted by their winged maid ! 

Doft thou the power that gives fuccefs de- 

mand? ! 

Tis He th’Almighty, and thy own right hand ; 

Not the fmooth Nymph, whofe locks in knots 
are twin’d, WEE fee Oe. dash 

Who bending fhows her naked foct behind, 

Who girds the virgin zone beneath her breaft, 

And from her bofom heaves the {welling veft. 


You have here another /zé7ory that 
I fancy Claudian had his view when 
he mentions her wings, palm, and. trophy in the fol- 
lowing defcription. Itappearson a Coin of Con/tan- 
tine who lived about an age before Claudian, and I 
believe we fhall find that it is not the only piece of 
antique fculpture that this Poet has copied out in his 
defcriptions. 


Fone: 19. 


-—— cum totis exurgens ardua pennis - 
Ipfa duct facras Vitoria panderet edes, 
Et palma viridi gaudens, et amicta tropheis. 
ite Claud, de Laud. Stil. Lib. 3. 


On 
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On all her plumage rifing, when fhe threw 
Her facred fhrines wide open to thy view, 

How pleas’d for thee her emblems to difplay, 
With palms diftinguifh’d, and with trophies gay. 


The laft of our imaginary Beings is 
Liberty. In her left hand fhe carries 
the wand that the Latins call the Rudis or Vindic- 
ta, and in her right the cap of Liberty. The 
Poets ufe the fame kinds of metaphors to exprefs Li- 
berty. I {hall quote Alorace for the firft, whom 
Ovid has imitated- on the fame occafion, and for 
the latter Martial. : 


Fic. 20). 


donatum jam rude queris 
Mecanas iterum aniiquo me includere ludo. 


Hor. Lib. 1. Epift. 1. 


tarda vires minuente fene@a 
ide quogque donart jam rude tempus erat. 


Ov. de Tr. Lib. 4. El. 8. 


Since bent beneath the load of years I ftand, 
I too might claim the freedom-giving wand. - 


Qusd te nomine jam tuo foluta, 

Quem regem, &F dominum privs vocabam, 
Ne me dixeris effe contumacem } 
Totis pilza farcinis redemi. 


Mart. Lib. 2. Epig. 68. 


By the plain name though now addreft, _ 
Though once my King and Lord confeft, - 
Frown not: with all my goods I buy ~ 

‘The precious Cap of Liberty. 
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I cannot forbear repeating a paflage out of Perfius, 
fays Cynthio, that in my opinion turns the cere- 
mony of making a Freeman very bandfomly into 
ridicule. It feems the clapping a Cap on his head 
and giving him a Turn on the heel were neceilary 
circumftances. A Slave thus qualified became a. 
Citizen of Rome, and was honoured with a name 
more than belonged to any of his Forefathers, 
which Perfius has repeated with a great deal of 
humour. | A a es 


Heu fteriles veri, quibus una Quiritem 
Vertigo facit ! hic Dama eft, non treffis agafe, 
Vappa, et lippus, et in tenui farragine mendax. 
Verterit hunce dominus, momento turbinis exit 
Marcus Dama, Pape! Marco fpondente, recufas 
Credere tu nummos ? Marco fub fudice palles ? 
Marcus dixit, ita eff: affigna, Marce, tabellas. 
Hee mera libertas: hance nobis pilea donant. 

: : Perl, oat. Ss 


That falfe Enfranchifement with eafe is found: 
Slaves are made Citizens by turning round. 
How! replies one, can any be more free ? 
Here’s Dama, once a Groom of low degree, 
Not worth a farthing, and a Sot befide ; 
“So true a Rogue, for lying’s fake he ly’d: 
But, with a Turn, a Freeman he became; 
Now Marcus Dama is his Worfhip’s name. 
Good Gods! who wou’d refufe to lend a fum, 
If wealthy Afarcus furety would become ! 
Marcus is made a Judge, and for a proof 
Of certain truth, be /aid it, is enough. 
A Will is to be prov’d; put in your claim; 
Me 8 is Clear, if A@arcus has fubfcrib’d his name. 
This 
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This is true liberty, as I believe ; 
What farther can we from our Caps receive, ¢ 
‘Then as we pleafe without control to live ? 

| . Mr. Dryden, 


Since you have given us the ceremony of the Cap, | 
fays Eugemius, Vl give you that of the Wand, out 
ef Claudian., | 


Le faftos ineunte quater, follennia ludit 
‘Omina libertas. deduéium Vindice morem 
Lex celebrat, famulufque jugo laxatus herili 
Ducitur, et grato remeat fecurier iu. 
Triftis conditio pulfata fronte recedit : 
fn civem rubuere gene, tergoque removit 
Verbera permiffi felix injuria voti. 
¥ | | ‘Claud. de 4, Conf. Hon. 


‘The Grato iéfu and the felix injuria, fays Cynthio, 
would have told us the name of the Author, though 
you had faid nothing of him. There is none of 
all the. Poets that delights fo much in thefe 
pretty kinds of contradi€tions as ~Claudian. He 
loves to fet his Epithet at variance with its fubftan- 
tive, and to furprife his Reader with a feeming ab- 
furdity. If this Poet were well examined, one 
would find that fome of his greateft beauties as well 
as faults arife from the frequent ufe of this particular 
figure. B a 


I queftion not, fays Philander, but: you are tired 
by this time with the company of fo myfterious a 
fort of Ladies as thofe we have had before us. 
We will now, for our diverfion, entertain our- 
felves with a fet of Riddles, and fee if we can 
&nd a key to them among the ancient ieee 

c 
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‘The firft of them, fays Cynthia, is ; 

a Ship under fail, I fuppofe it has nana sed a 
at leaft a metaphor or moral Pre : 
cept for its cargo. This, fays PAilander, is an em- 
blem of Happinefs, as you may fee by the Infcrip- 
tion it carries in its Sails. We find the fame De- 
vice to exprefs the fame thought in feveral of the 
Poets : as in Horace, when he {peaks of the modera- 
tion to be ufed in a fowing fortune, and in Ovid 
when he refle&ts on his patt happinefs. 


Rebus anguflis animofus atque 
Fortis appare: Sapienter idem 
Contrabes vento niminm fecundo 


Turgida vela. Hor. Od. ro. Lib. 2. 


- When Fortune fends a ftormy wind, 
Then fhew a brave and prefent mind ; 
And when with too indulgent gales 
She fwells too much, then furl thy fails. 


Mr. Creech, 


Nominis et fame quondam fulgore trahebar, 
Dum tulit antennas aura fecunda meas. 


Ov. de Trift. BibJe El: u2,' 


En ego, non paucis quondam munitus amicis, 
tee Jiavit velis aura fecunda meis. 
. . Id. Epift. ex Ponto 3. Lib. 2, 
I. liv’ she darling Theme of ev’ry tongue, 
The golden Idol of th’ adoring throng 5 
Guarded with friends, while Fortune's balmy gales 
Wanton’d aufpicious i in ct fwelling fails, 


You fee the metaphor 1s thie fame in the Verfes as 
in the Medal, with this diftin@tion only, that the 


One 
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one is in words and the other in figures. The Idea 
‘is alike in both, though the manner of reprefenting it 
is different. If you would fee the whole Ship made 
ule of in the fame Senfe by an old Poet, as it is here 
on the Medal, you may find it in a pretty Allegory 
ef Seneca. 


Fata fi liceat mihi 

Fingere arbitrio meo, 

Temperem zephyro levi 

Vela, ne preff@ gravi 

Spiritu antenne tremant. 

Lenis et modicé fluens 

Aura, nec vergens latus, 

Ducat intrepidam ratem. a 

Sen. OEdip. Chor. A&. 4. 

My fortune might I ferm at will, 
My canvas Zephyrs foft fhould fill 
With gentle breath, left ruder gales 
Crack the main-yard, or burft the fails. 
By winds that temperately blow 7 
‘The Barque fhould pa(s fecure and flow, 
Nor {care me leaning on her fide : 
But fmoothly cleave th’ unrufled tide. 


_ After having confidered the Ship as a Metaphor, we 
may now look on it as a Reality, and obferve in 
‘it the Make of the old Roman veflels, as they are 
defcribed among the Poets. It is carried on by oars 
and fails at the iame time. | , 


Sive opus eff velis minimam bene currit ad auram, 
Sive opus ef rema remige carpit iter. 

i Ov. de Trift, Lib. 1. El. 10. 

: The 
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The Poop of it has the bend that Ovid ang hast 
mention. 


puppique recurve. Ibid. Liby, Le Fils 6(« 


Bitora curve 
a Ld 


Virg. 
You fee the section of the Pilot, ial the place 


he fits on, in the following quotations. 


hye gubernator puppi Palinurus ab alta. 
Virg. Zn. Lib, 5. 


Lpfius ante oculos ingens a vertice pontus 
_ Ln puppim ferit, excutitur, nei magifter 
_ Volvitur in caput. — . Hin. Lib, 1, 


Orontes’ bark,- that bore the Lycian crew, 
(A horrid fight) ev’n in the Hero’s view, 
From ftem to ftern, by waves was overborn ; 
. The trembling Pilot from his rudder torn, 
~ Was headlong ad) Leaman Mr. Dryden, 


Segnemgue yi 
| Oblitus decari/que fut focidmque falutis, 
In mare precipitem.pappr deturbat ad alta: 
Ipfe gubernacla rector fubit. Id, in n. Lib. 5; 


Mindlefs of others lives, (fo high was grown 
His rifing rage,) and carelefs of his own: 
The trembling dotard to the deck he drew ; 
. And hoifted up, and overboard he threw ; — 
_ This done, he feiz’d the helm ——= 
Mr. Dryden. 
1 
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Ihave mentioned thefe two laft paflages of Virgil, be- 
caufe I think we cannot have fo right an idea of the” 
Pilot’s misfortune in each of them, without obferving — 
the fituation of his Poft, as appears in ancient Coins.- 
The figure you fee on the other end of the fhip is a _ 
Triten, a Man in his upper parts, and a fifh below 
with a trumpet in his mouth. Vzrgil defcribes him 
in the fame manner on one of Zncas’s fhips. It 
was probably a common figure on their ancient vef- 
fels, for we meet with it too in Szizus Ltahicus. 


r 
; 
Id 
i 


Poe 


Hune vehit immanis Triton, et cerula concha 
Exterrens freta: cui laterum tenus hifpida nanti 
Frons hominem prefert. in prifiim definit alvous 3 
Spumea femifero Jub pectore murmurat unda. 
phd: e Virg. Ain, Lib. 10. | 

The Triton bears him, he, whofe trumpet’s found — 
Old Ocean’s waves from fhore to fhore rebound. ~ 
A hairy man above the waite he fhews, __ ‘ 
A Porpoife tail down from his belly grows, . | 
The billows murmur, which his Breaft oppofe. J 

_ Lid.. Lauderdale. 


x 


Ducitur et Libye puppis fignata figuram 


Et Triton captivus. —— Sil. Tt. Lib. 14. : 


I am apt to think, fays Eugenius, from certain paf=— 
fages of the Poets, that feveral fhips made choice of 
fome God or other for their guardians, as among the © 
Roman Catholics every vefiel is recommended to the - 
patronage of fome particular Saint. “To give youan 
inftance of two or three. a eae : 
Ef} mibi fitque precor flava tutela Minerva ; 
~ Navis———— Ov, de Trift. Lib. 2, ED ro, | 
— Numen 
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Numen erat celfe puppis vicina Dione. 
é Ss Te? SU PROLAB. Bg, 


Hammon numen erat Libyce gentile carina, 
Cornigeraque fedens fpectabat cerula fronte. 
Ibid. 


The poop great Ammon Libya’s God difplay'd, 
Whofe horned front the nether flood furvey’d. 


The figure of the Deity was very large, as I have 
feen it on other Medals as well as this you have 
fhown us, and ftood on one end of the veffel thac 
it patronifed. “This may give us an image of a 
very beautiful circumftandce that we meet with in a 
couple of wrecks defcribed by Srlias Italicus, and 


Perfius, 


mae —— Subito cum pondere vidtus 

Infiliente mari fubmergitur alveus undis, 

Scuta virdm crifteeque, et inerti fpicula ferre 
Tuteleque Dedm fiuttant. Sil. Te. Lib. 14, 


Sunk by a weight fo dreadful down fhe goes, 

And o’er her head the broken billows clofe, 
~ Bright fhields and crefts float round the whirling 
. floods, 
And ufelefs fpears confus’d with tutelary Gods, 


trave rupta Bruttia faxa 

—Prendit amicus inops, remque omnem furdaque 
vota : | . 

- Condidit: Lenio jacet ipfe in littore, et und 

 Ungentes de puppe Dei, jamque cbvia mergis 

— Cofta ratis lacere. Perf. Sat. 6. 

Vou, Il. D My 
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My friend is fhipwreck’d on the Brutign firand,. 
His riches in th’ Jonian-main are loft; = 
And he himfelf ftands fhiv’ring on the coaft: 
Where, deftitute of help, forlorn and. bare, 

He wearies the deaf Gods with fruitlefs pray’r. 
Their images, the relics of the wreck, | 
Torn from their naked poop, are tided back 

By the wild waves ; and rudely.thrown afhores 
Lie impotent, nor can themfelves reftore. 

The vefle) fticks, and fhews her cpen’d fide, 

And on her fhatter’d. maft the Mews in triumph 

ride. Mr. Dryden, 


You will think perhaps I carry my conjectures, too 
far, if I tell you that I fancy they are thefe kind of 
Gods that Horace mentions in his Allegorical vef- 
fel which was fo broken and fhattered to pieces; for 
I am apt to think that integra relates to the Gods as 


well as the /ntea. 


non tibi funt integra lintea, ° 
Non Dii, quos tterum preffa voces malo, _— 
Hor. Od. 14, Lib.1, 
Thy ftern is gone, thy Gods are loft, | 
And thou haft none-to. hear thycry, > 
When thou on dang’rous fhelves art. toft, 
When billows rage, and winds are high; |. 
My. Creech. 


| Since we are engaged fo far in ‘the 
Fic. 2. Roman fhipping, fays Philander, VN 
here fhow you a Medal that has-en its 

reverfe a Roffrum with three teeth tov lt ;..whence 
Silius’s trifidum rofirum and. Virgil's rofirifgue tri- 
dentibus, which in fome editions is /iridentibus, 
the 
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the Editer choofing rather to make a falfe quantity 
than to infert a word that he did not: know the 
meaning of. Flaccus gives us a Ro/frum of the 
fame make. : HO 


——volat immiffis cava pinus habenis | 
Anfinditque falum, et [pumas vomit ere tridenti, 
ee: | Val, Flac. Argon. Lib. ¥. 


A’Ship-earpenter of old Rome, fays Cynthio, could 
not have talked more judicioufly. I am afraid, if — 
we let you alone, you will find out every plank and 
rope about ‘the veflel among the Latin Poets. Let 
us now, if you pleafe, ‘eo to the next Medal. - 

The next, fays Philander, is a pair of epee 
Seales, which we meet with on feveral * 7 &* 3+ 
old Coins, “They. are commonly interpreted as an 
emblem of the Emperor’s Juftice. But why may 
not we fuppofe that they allude fometimes to the 
Balance in the Heavens, which was the reigning 
conftellation of Rome and Italy ? Whether it be foe 
or no, they are capable methinks of receiving a no- 

ler interpretation than, what is commonly put on 
them, if we fuppofe the thought of the reverfe to be 
the fame with that in Ad/anitius. 


Hefperiam fua Libra tenet, qua condita Roma 
_ Et propriis frenat pendentem nuribus orbem, 
Orbis et Imperium retinet, difcrimina rerum 
. Laneibus, et pofitas gentes tollitque premitque : 
, Qua genitus cum fratre Remus bane candidit 
urbem. - \Manil. Lib. 4, 


"The Scales rule /ta/y, where Rome commands, 
And fpreads its empire wide to foreign lands: 
n D2 ‘They 
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They hang upon her nod, their fates are weigh’d. . 
By her, and laws are fent to be obey’d: 
And as her pow’rful favour turns the poife, 

How low fome nations fink and others rife ! 
Thus guide the Scales, and then to fix our doom, 
They gave us * Czar, founder of our Rome. 

a ; Mr. Creech. 


F The Thunderbolt is a reverfe of 
1G. 4+ Ayguftus. We fee it uled by the grea- 
teft Poet of the fame age to exprefs a terrible and. 
irrefiftible force in battle, which is probably the 
meaning of it on this Medal . for in another place the 
fame Poet applies the fame metaphor to Augu/ius’s 
perfon.§ ee 7) yl eek 
duo Fulmina belli © 
Virg. AEn. Lib, 6, — 


_ Scipiadas—— 
ee ei AT he can declare 0 

~The Scipio’s worth, thofe Thunderbolts of war ? 

! " Mr. Dryden. 


shakieiidesap iia as afar ad altum 


Fulminat Euphratem bella— Id. Georg. Lib. 4. 


While mighty Ce/ar thund’ring from afar, | 
Seeks on Euphrates’ banks the fpoils of war. 
soa gt Mr. Dryden. _ 


I have fometimes wondered, fays Eugenius, why 
the Latin Poets fo frequently give the Epithets of © 
trifidum and trifulcum to the Thunderbolt. [am _ 


* So Vofius reads it. 


Ooh of ~ Ancient Medals. ~ WZ 


now perfuaded they took it from the f{culptors and 
painters that lived before them, and had generally 
given it three forks as in the prefent figure. Virg:/ 
infifts on the number three in its defcription, and 
“feems to hint at the wings we fee on it. He has 
worked up fuch a noife and terror in the compofi- 
‘tion of his Thunderbolt as cannot be exprefled by a 
pencil or graving-tool. | 


Tres imbris torti radios, tres nubis aquofe 
- Addiderant, rutili tres ignis, et Alitis Auftri. 
| Pulgores nune terrificos fonitumque metumque 
© Mifcebant operi, ammifque fequacibus tras. 
Sie Vile dacs 7 Virg. An, Lib. 8. 
_. Three rays of writhen rain, of fire three more, 
Of winged fouthern winds, and cloudy ftore 
As many parts, the dreadful mixture frame, 
And fears are added, and avenging flame. 
| | Mr. Dryden. 


.. Our next reverfe is an Oaken Gar- py, 5. 
land, which we find on abundance of » a? 
Imperial Coins. I fhall not here multiply quotations 
to fhow that the garland of Oak was the reward of 
fuch as had faved the life of a citizen, but will give 
you a paflage out of Claudian, where the compli- 
ment to Siilico is the fame that we have here on the 
Medal. I queftion not but the old Coins gave the 
_thought to the Poet. 


Mos erat in veterumcaftris, ut tempora quercie 
Velaret, validis qui fufo viribus bo/te 

Cafurum potuit morti fubducere civem. 

At tibi que poterit pro tantis civica reddit 
Meenibus? aut quanta penfabunt faéta corone ? 

; Claud. de Laud. Stil. Lib. 3. 
a i? 3° cial 3 
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Of old, when in the war’s tumultuous ftrife 
A Roman fav’d a brother Roman’s life, ee! 
And foil'd the threatning foe, our Sires decreed _ 
An Oaken Garland for the vitor’s meed, 
Thou who haft fav’d whole crowds, whole 
_. towns fet free, _ ae Aid wees 
What groves, what woods, fhall furnith-crowns 
for thee ? rae ee wis 


j 


Tt is not to be fuppofed that the Emperor had aétu- 
ally covered a Roman in battle. It is enough. that 
he had driven out a tyrant, gained a victory, or re- 
ftored Juftice. For in any of thefe or the like 
cafes he may very well be faid to have faved the 
life of a citizen, and by confequence intitled to. the 
reward of it. Accordingly we find Virgil ¢ ftri- 
buting his Oaken garlands to thofe that had ene 
larged or ftrengthned the dominions ef Rome; as 
we may learn from Statias that the flatue of Cur- 
tius, who had facrificed himfelf for the good of the 
people, had the head furrounded with the fame kind 
of ornament. new beets raw eae 
Atque umbrata gerunt civili tempora quercu, 
Lh: tibi Nomentum, et Gabios, urbemque Fidenath, 
fi Cellatinas impanent montibus arees. 7. 

| Virg. Zn, Lib. 6, — 


But they, who crawn’d with Qaken wreaths 
Shall Gabian walls and ftrong Fidena rear: _ 
Nomentum, Bela, with Pometia, found; . 

And yaife Colatian tow’rs on rocky ground. . 


Mr. Dryden. 
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ip loci cuffos, cujusfacrata vorago, 

amofufgque lacus nomen memorabile fervat, 

Innumeros eris fonitus, et verbere crudo 

Ut fenfit mugire forum, movet horrida fanééo 

Ora fitu, meritaque caput venerabile quercu. 
Statius Sylv. Lib. 1. 


The Guardian of that Lake, which boafts to claim 
A fure memorial from the Curtzan name ; 

Rous’d by th’ artificers, whofe mingled found _ 
From the loud Forum pierc’d the fhades profound, 
The hoary vifion rofe confefs’d in view, | 
And fhook the Civic wreath that bound his brow. 


-The two horns that you fee on the oS 
next Medal are emblems of Plenty. By Sia Re 


——apparetque beata pleno 
— Gopia Cornu. Hor. Carm. Sec. 


Your Medallifts tell us that two horns on a Coin 
fignify an extraordinary Plenty. But I fee no foun- 
dation for this conje@ure. Why fhould they not 
as well have ftamped two Thunder-bolts, two Cadu- 
ceus’s, or two Ships, to reprefent an extraordinary 
force, a lafting peace, or an unbounded happinefs. 
I rather think that the double Cornucopia relates to 
the double tradition of its original: Some repre- 
fenting it as the horn of Achelous broken off by 
Hercules, and others as the horn of the Goat that 
_gave fuck to ‘Fupiter. . | Oa 


ee 


rigidum fera dextera cornu 
Dum tenet, infregit; truncaque a fronte revellit. 


Rast \D 4 | Neigda 
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Naiades hoc, pomis et odoro flore repletum, 
Sacrarunt; divefque meo bona Copia cornu eft. 
Dixerat : et Nymphe ritu fucciné&ia Diane 

Una minifirarum, fufis utringue capillis, 
Lnceffit, totumque tulit predivite cornu — 
Autumnum, et menfas felicia poma fecundas. 


De Acheloi Cornu. Ov. Met. Lib. 9g. 


Nor yet his fury ‘cool’d; ’twixt rage and fcorn, 
From my maim’d front he bore the ftubborn horns) 
This, heap’d with flowers and fruits, the Naiads bear, — 
Sacred to Plenty and the bounteous year, J 
He fpoke; when lo a beauteous Nymph appears, 
Girt like Diana’s train, with flowing hairs ; } 
The horn fhe brings, in which all Autumn’s flor’d: 
And ruddy apples for the fecond board. 
Mr, Gay. | 


Lac dabat illa Deo: fed fregit in arbore cornu: . 
Truncaque dimidia parte decoris erat. 
Suftulit boc Nympbe; cinétumgue recentibus here — 
bis, | : : 
Et plenum pomis ad ‘fovis ora tulit. » 
Mile, ubi. res caeli tenuit, foliogue paterno 
Sedit, et invicto nil ‘fove majus erat, 
Sidera nutricem, wutricis fertile cornu 
Fecit ; quod domine nunc quoque nomen habet. 
De Cornu Amalthez. Ov.de Faft. Lib. 5. — 
_ The God fhe fuckled of old Rhea born; . 
And in the pious office broke her horn, 
As playful in a rifted Oak fhe toft e 
Her heedlefs head, and half its honours loft... 
Fair Amalthea took it off the ground, | 
With apples fill’d it and with garlands bound, 
Which 


4 
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Which to the fmiling infant fhe convey’d. 

He, when the {ceptre of the Gods he fway’d, 
When bold he feized his father’s vacant throne, 
And reign’d the tyrant of the skies alone, 

Bid his rough nurfe the ftarry Heavens adorn, 
And grateful in the Zodiac fix’d her Horn. 


Betwixt the double Cornu-copia you fee Mercury's 
Tod. tain ; 


Cyllenes ceelique decus, facunde minifter, 
Aurea cui torto virga dracone viret. 


Mart. Lib. 7. Epig. 74. 


Defcend, Cyllene’s tutelary God, 
With ferpents twining round thy golden rod. — 


It ftands on’ old Coins as an emblem of peace by rea- 
fon of its ftupifying quality that has gained it the 
title of Virga fomnifera. It has wings, for another 
quality that /zrg7/ mentions in his defcription of it. 


——hac fretus ventos et nubilatranat. ——-‘Virg, 


_ Thus arm’d, the God begins his airy race, 
And drives the racking clouds along the liquid 
— fpace. Mr. Dryden. 


The. two heads over the two Carnu-copie are of the 

Emperor’s. children, who are fometimes called 
among the Poets the pledges of Peace, as they took 
away the occafions of war in cutting off all dif- 
putes to. the fucceffion. ove 


——tu mibi primum 
_ Let natorum memoranda parents ———em 


5 Utero 
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Utero toties enixa gravi Cas 
Pignora pacts. Sen. Oday. AG. 5. 


Thee firft kind author of my Joys; 
Thou fource of many fmiling boys, 
Nobly contented to beftow : 

A pledge of peace in every throe. 


This Medal therefore compliments the Emperor on 
his two children, whom it reprefents as public blef- 
fings that promife Peace and Plenty to the Empire. 


Fy ve | The two hands that join one another 
erate Emblems of Fidelity. 
Inde Fides dextreque date— Ov. Met. Lib. eds) 


Sociemys animos, pignus hoc fidei cape, » + 
Continge dextram——-~ Sen. Herc, Fur. Act, 2. 


mor Oh MERIT Bdelgte eee 
Quem fecum patrios aiunt portare penates f 


Virg. Ain. Lib, 4. | 


See now the promis’d faith, the vaunted name, 
‘The pious man, who rufhing thro’ the flame, 
Preferv’d his Gods———— Mr. Dryden. 


By the Infcription we may fee that they repre- 
fent in this place the Fidelity or Loyalty of the 
public towards their Emperor, The Caduceus rifing 
‘between the hands fignifies the Peace that arifes 
from fuch an union with their Prince, as the fpike 
of Corn on each fide fhadows out the Plenty that is 
the fruit of fuch’a: PEReE, oh errs on rn 

g ui ke’ ~ Pax 


my te 
Pe 
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Pax Cererem nutrit, pacis alumna Ceres. 


Ov. de Fat, Lib. 1. 


The giving of a hand, in the reverfe 
of C 28 i is a token of good-will. Fi ih f 
For when, after the death of his nephew Caligula, 
Claudius was in no {mall apprehenfion for his own 
life, he was, contrary to his expectation, well 
received among the Pretorian guards, and afterwards 
declared their Emperor. His reception is here re- 
corded on a Medal, in which one of the Enfigns 
prefents him his hand, in the fame fenfe as Anchifes 


gives it in the following vertes. 


. Ipfe pater dextram Anchifes baud multa moratus 


Dat juveni, atque animum presenti munere firmat, 
j ~ Virg, Ain, Lib, 3- 


The old weather-beaten. foldier that carries in. his 
hand the Roman Eagle, is the fame kind of officer 
that you meet. with in ‘fuvenal’s fourteenth Satire. 


Dirue Maurorum attegias, caftella Brigantum, 
Ut locupletem Aquilam tibi fexagefimus annus 
Afferat , Juv. Sat. 14. 


I remember in one of the Poets the Saguifer is de- 
fcribed with a Lion’s skin over his head and fhoul- 
ders, like this we fee in the Medal, but at prefent 
I cannot recollect the paflage. Virgil has given us 
a noble defcription of a warrior making his appear- 
ance under a Lion’s skin. = - . 


ona LermeNn torquens immane Leonis a * ack 


Terribili impenum fetd,, cum dentibus albis. 
weet. ae ndutys 
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Indutus capiti, fic regia teéta fubibat 
Horridus, Herculeoque humeros indutus amiétu. 
Virg. Ain. Lib, 72 


Like Hercules himfelf his fon appears, — 

In favage pomp: a Lion’s hide he wears; 

About his fhoulders hangs the fhaggy skin, — 

‘The teeth, and gaping jaws feverely grin. 

‘Thus like the God his father, homely dreft, 

He ftride into the hall, a horrid gueft! 
as ~~ Mr. Dryden, 


Since you have mentioned the drefs of your Standard- 
bearer, fays Cynthio, I cannot forbear remarking 
that of Claudius, which was the ufual Roman 
habit. One may fee in this Medal, as well asin 
any antique Statues, that the old Romans had their 
necks and arms bare, and as much expofed to, 
view as our hands and faces are at prefent. Before 
I had made this remark, I have fometimes won- 
dered to fee the Roman Poets, in their defcriptions 
_ of a beautiful man, fo often mentioning the Turn 
of his Neck and Arms, that in our modern drefles 
lie out of fight, and are covered under part of the 
clothing. Not to trouble you with many quota- 
tions, /Zorace {peaks of both thefe parts of the body 
in the beginning of an Ode, that in my Opinion 
may be reckoned among the fineft of his book, for 
the naturalnefs of the thought, and the beauty of 
the expreffion. cs , iu 
Dum tu, Lydia, Telephi 9 
Gervicem rofeam, et cerea Telephi 
Laudas brachta, ve mum = ve 


Fervens aifficid bile tumet jecur. cVeNGS 
| Whea. 
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When Telephus his youthful charms, . 
His rofy neck, and winding arms, 
With endlefs rapture you recite, 
And in that pleafing name delight 5 
My heart, inflam’d by jealous heats, 
With numberlefs refentments beats ; 
From my pale cheek the colour flies, 
And all the Man within me dies. 


It was probably this particular in the Roman habit 
that gave Virgil the thought in the following verfe, 
where Remulus, among other reproaches that he 
makes the Trojans for their foftnefs and effemi- 
nacy, upbraids them with the Make of their Tunica’s 
that had fleeves to them, and did not leave the arms 
naked and expofed to the weather like that of the 
Romans. : 


Et tunice manicas, et babent ridimicula mitre. 


Virgil \ets us know in another place, that the 
Italians preferved their old language and habits, 
notwithftanding the Trojans became their Mafters, 
and that the Zrojans themfelves quitted the drefs of 
their ewn country for that of Jtal. This he tells 
us was the effect of a prayer that “/uno made 
to Fupiter. ‘BE ph 


Hlud te, nulla fati quod lege tenetur, — 
Pro Latio obteftor, pro majeftate tuorum : 
Cum jam connubits pacem felicibus (efto5) 
Component, cum jam leges et feedera jungent s 
Ne vetus indigenas nomen mutare Latinos, 
Neu Troas fieri jubeas, Teucrofque VoCari ; 
Aut vocem mutare viros, aut vertere Vefese 
iia a 
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Sit Latium, fint Albani per fecula reges : 
Sit Romana potens Itala virtute propago : 
| Occidit, occideritque finas cum namineTrga. = 
En. Lib. 32. 


This let me beg (and this no Fates withftand) 
Both for myfelf and for your father’s land, 
‘That when the nuptial bed fhall bind the peace, 
(Which I, fince you ordain, confent to blefs) 
‘The laws of either nation be the fame; we 
But let the Latins ftill retain their name: 
Speak the fame language which they fpoke before, 

“Wear the fame habits, which their Grandfires 

wore. ; : Mihi Bak 
Call them not Trojans: perifh the renown. 
And name of Troy with that detefted town. 
Latium be Latium ftill: let Alba reign, 
And Rome’s immortal Majefty remain. 


Mr. Dryden. 


By the way, I have often admired at Virgil for 
reprefenting his ‘/#z0 with fuch an impotent kind 
of revenge as what is the fubjeét of this fpeech. 
You may be fure, fays Eugenius, that Virgil knew. 
very well this was a trifling kind of requeft for 
the Queen of the Gods to make, as we may find — 
by ‘fupiter’s way of aecepting it. eat el ah 


Olli fubridens hominum rerumque repertor : 
Et germana ‘fovis, Saturnique altera preles: 
Trarum tantos volvis fub pectore fludtus?  - 
Verum age, et tnceptum frufira fubmitte furorem, 
Do, quod vis et me viétufque volenfque remitto. 
Sermonem Aufonit patrium morefque tenebunt. 
Utque eff, nomen erit s commixtt corpere tantam., 

| Subjident 
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Subfident Teneri: movem ritufque facrorum 
Adjiciam, faciamgue omnes uno are Latinos, Be. 


‘Then thus the Founder of mankind replies, _ 
~(Unruffled was his front, ferene his eyes,) 

Can Saturn’s iflue, and Heav’n’s other Heir, 

Such endlefs anger in her bofom bear ? 

Be miftrefs, and your full defires obtain 5 _ 

But quench the choler you foment in vain. - 

From ancient blood th’ 4u/anian people {prung, 
Shall keep their name, their habit, and their 
tongue. Bi 

‘The Trajans to their cuftoms fhall be ty’d, 

1 will myfelf their common rites provide ; é 


The natives fhall command, the for eigners 
fubfide : ee | 
All thal] he Latium; Troy without a name: 
And her loft fons forget from whence they came. 
is Mr. Dryden? 


Lam apt to think Virgil had a further view in this 
requeft of uno than what his Commentators have 
difcovered in it. He knew very well that his Aueid 
was founded in a very doubtful ftory, and that 
Zneas’s coming into Italy was not univerfally re- 
ceived among the Romans themfelves. He knew 
too that a main objection to this ftory was the great 
difference of Cuftoms, Language and Habits among 
the Romans and Trojans, To obviate therefore fo 
ftrong an objection, he makes this difference to arife 
from the forecaft and pra-determination of the Gods 
themfelves. But pray what is the name of the Lady 
in the next Medal? Methinks the is very particular 
in her Quoiffure. : 

. * Fe 


% 
i 
ri 
i 
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Fic. o, ,,ltis the emblem of Fruitfulnefs, fays 

"2° 9° Philander, and was defigned as a com- 
pliment to Fula the wife of Septimius Severus, 
who had the fame number of children as you fee 
on this‘ Coin. Her head is crowned with towers — 
in allufion to Cybele the mother of the Gods, and 
for the fame reafon that Virgil compares the city of | 
Rome to her. Bs 


~ 


Felix prole virim, qualis Berecynthia mater 
Invebitur curru Phrygias turrita per urbes, 


4 
Leta Dekm partu Virg. En. Lib, 6. 


High as the mother of the Gods in place, _ 
_ And proud, like her, of an immortal race. 
_ Then when in pomp fhe makes a Phrygian 
round, He 
With golden turrets on her temples crown’d. — 
: Mr. Dryden, 


The Vine iffuing out of the Urn {peaks the fame 
fenfe as that in the Pfalmift. Thy wife fhall be as 
the fruitful vine on the walls of thy houfe. The 
four Stars overhead, and the fame number on the 
Globe, _ reprefent the four children, There is a 
Medalion of Romulus and Remus fucking the wolf, 
with a Star over each of their heads, as we find the 
Latin Poets {peaking of the children of Princes under 
the fame metaphor. ) | 


Utque tut faciunt fidus yuvenile nepotes, 
Per tua perque fui fata parentis eant. 
_ Ov. de Trift, Lib, 2. El. s. 


Tu quoque extinélus jaces, 


| Deflende nobis femper, infelix puer, 


iModo 
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Modo fidus orbis, columen angufte domds, 
Britannice,. ————— Sen. Octav. Act. 1. 


Thou too dear youth, to afhes turn’d, 
Britannicus, for ever mourn’d! 
Thou Star that wont this Orb to grace! 
Thou pillar of the Fulian race ! 


Maneas hominum contentus babenis, 
Undarum terreque potens, et fidera dones. 


3 Stat. Theb. Lib. r. 


Stay, great Ce/far, and vouchfafe to reign 
O’er the wide earth, and o’er the watry main: 
Refign to Fove his Empire of the skies, — 
And people Heav’n with Roman Deities. 

\ Mr, Pope. 


I need not mention Homer’s comparing 4/lyanax to 
the Morning-ftar, nor Virgil’s imitation of him in 
his defcription of A/canius. 

‘The next Medal was ftamptonthe pye, jo 
marriage of Nero and Odavia; you es) 
fee the Sun over the head of Nera, and the Moon 
over that of Ogavia. They face one another ac- 
cording to the fituation of thefe two Planets in the 
Heavens. - . bite 
—_ ——Phebeis obvia flammis 
Demet nodti Luna timores. Sen. Thyeft. A&. 4. 


And to fhew that Vilacie evieen her whole luftre 
from the friendly afpeét of her husband. 


Sicut Luna fuo tunc tantum deficit orbe, : 
Quum Phebum adverfis currentem non videt 
aftris. Manil. Lib. 4. 
. Becaufe 
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Becaufe the Moon then only feels decays < © 
When oppofite unto her brother’sray. 
Mr. Creech. 
But if we confider the hiftory of this Medal, we 
fhall find more Fancy in it than the Medallifts 
have yet difcovered. Nero and Oéfavia were 
not only husband and wife, but brother and 
fifter, Claudius being the atherof both. We have 
this relation between them marked out in the Tras 
gedy of Odfavia, where it fpeaks of her marriage 
with Nero. + a eee 


Fratris thalamos fortita tenet 
Maxima Juno: foror Augufti 
Sactata torts, cur a patria 
Pellitur Aula ? 


Sen. O&. AG 1: 


To Fove his fifter confort wed, 
Uncenfur’d fhares her brother’s bed: — 
Shall Ca/far’s wife and fifter wait, — 
An Exile at her husband’s gate? 


Implebit aulam flirpe ceelefii tuam 
Generata divo, Cliudia gentis decus, = 
Sortita fratris, more Funonis, toros. Ibid. AG. 2. 


Thy fifter, bright with ev’ry blooming grace, — 
Will mount thy bed ¢’ enlarge the Claudian race : 
And proudly teeming with fraternal love, 

Shall reign a uno with the Roman Fove. 


They are therefore very prettily reprefented by 
the Sun and Moon, who as they are the moit 
glorious parts of the univerfe, are in a poetical 
bh ani genealogy 


™ 


iui xem Peale cs 9 


genealogy brother and fitter. Virgil gives us a 
fight of them in the fame pofition that they regard 
each other on this Medal. = 


Nec Fratris radiis obnaxia furgere Luna. 
feces ipnielle 9) eames ia! Virg. Georg. 1. 
' 'The flattery on the next Medalisin= py 4). yy 
the fame thought as that of Lucretius. | on 


Wyje Epicurus obit decurfo. lumine vita ; 
Dui genus humanum ingenio fuperavit, et omnes 
Preaflinxit, fellas exortus uti etherius Sol 

oe Lucret, Lib. 30 
Nay, Epieurus? race of life is run; 

That man of wit, who other men outfhone ; 


As far as meaner ftars the mid-day Sun. 
: Aw Mr. Creech. 


‘The Emperor appears as a Rifing Sun, and holds 
a Globe in his hand to figure out the Earth that is 
enlightned and actuated by his beauty. : 


Sol qui terrarum flammis opera omnia lufiras. 
tT Virg. 


: <n hi primos craftinus ortus 
7 Extulerit Titan, radiifque retexerit orbem. Id. 


When next the Sun his rifing light difplays, 
And gilds the world below with purple rays. 
ote on Mr. Dryden 


On his head you fee the rays that feenrto grow out of 
it. Claudiau in the defcription of his infant Titan — 
defeants on this glory about his head, but has rua 
his defcription into moft wretched fuftian, 
af Invalidum 
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 Invalidum dextro portat Titana lacerto, ete 
Nondum luce gravem, nec pubefcentibus alte 
rifiatum radiis ; primo clementior evo 

Fingitur, & tenerum vagitu defpuit ignem. | 

: : Claud. de rapt. Prof. Lib. 2. 
An infant Titan held the in her arms; 
Yet fufferably bright, the eye might bear 

The ungrown glories of his beamy hair, 

Mild was the babe, and from his cries there came 
‘A gentle breathing and a harmlefs flame. 


‘Fie. 12. — The Sun-rifes on a Medal of Com= 
at "modus, as Ovid defcribes him inthe 
ftory of Phaeton. a : ie 


Ardua prima via oft, et qua vix mane recentes 
Einituntur equi ——— Ov. Met. Lib, 2. 


You have here too the four horfes breaking through 
the clouds in their Morning paflage. 


Solis Gut quartufque Phlegon ———_= Ibid. 


Corripuere viam, pedibufque per aéra motis 
Obftantes Jeindunt nebulas 


The wo 
Ovid ha 


Ibid. 


man underneath reprefents the Earth, as 
s drawn her fitting in the fame figure, 


Suftulit omniferos collo tenus arida vultus; 
Ppofuitque manum fronti, magnoque tremore 
iia concutiens paulum fubfedit. Ibid. 
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‘The cane, at length— 
Uplifted to the geo ns her. blafted head| 4 
And clap’d her hand upon her brows, and faid, 
(But firft, impatient of the fultry heat, . - 
Sunk deeper down, and fought a cooler feat) 


Te 


The C ornu- copie in her hand is a type of her fruit- 
fulnefs, as in the {peech fhe makes to Jupiter. 


Hofne mibi (fruétus, Bae Wertuatit honorem, 
Officiique refers? quod adunci vulnera aratri 
Raftrorumque fero, totoque exerceor anno ? 
Quod pecori frondes, alimentaque mitia fruges 
Epemene genert, vobis quogue thura miniftro ? 


Ibid. 


And does the plough for this my body tear? 
This the reward for all the fruits I bear, © i 

- ‘Tortur’d with rakes, and harra(s’d all the year? 

~ That herbs for cattle daily I renew, 

- And food ae! man; and frankincenfe for veil? 


So much 6 the defigning part of the Medal ; 3 as 
for’ the thought of it, the Antiquaries are divided 
upon it. For my part 1 cannot doubt but it was 
made as a compliment to Commodus on his skill in 
the chariot-race. It is fuppofed that the fame occa- 
fion furnifhed Lucan with the fame eed in his 
addrefs to.Nero. 


Seu te flammigeros Phacbi confcendere currus, 
‘Lelluremque nthil, mutato fole, timentem 


Igne vago luftrare juvet 


Luc. Lib. 1. ad nraebbrn. 
: Or 
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Or if thou-choofe the empire of the day, 
And make the Sun’s unwilling fleedsobeys- 
Aufpicious if thou drive the flaming team, = = 
While earth rejoices in thy gentler beam—— 5 


This is fo natural an allufion) that we find the 

courfe of the Sun defcribed in the Poets by meta- 

phors borrowed from the Curcus. vie 
 Quum fufpenfus eat Phoebus, currumgue roflectat : 
Pi luc; agiles et fervet in eethere metas. 

‘VG Manil. Lib. 1. 

meme Hefperio pofitas in littore metass == 

z Ov. Met. Lib. Ze 

. Et Sol ex aque meté diftabat utrdque...' Idem. 


However it be, we are fure in general it is acom- 
paring of Commodus to the Sun, which is a fimile 
of as long ftanding as poetry, I had almoft faid,, as 
the Sun itfelf. 


I believe, fays Cynthio, there is {carce a great man 
he. ever {hone upon that has not been compared to 
him. I look on fimiles as a part of his produdtions, 
~ I donot know whether he raifes fruits or flowers in 
greater number. Zorace has turn’d this compatifon 
into ridicule feventeen hundred years ago. | 


——-Laudat Brutum, laudatque cohortem,, - 
Solem Afie Brutum appellat— Hor. Sat 7. Lib, 1, 


_. He-praifeth Brutus much and all his train ; 
He calls him 4/a’s Sun——— Mr. Creech. 
okey You 
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You have now fhown us perfons under the dif-. 

evife of Stars, Moons and Suns. I fuppofe we have 
at laft done with the celeftial bodies. — 


. The next figure you fee, fays Philan- 
der, hadonce a place in the Heavens, 3 
if you. will -believe ecclefiaftical ftory. It is the 
fign that is faid to have appeared to Cou/ffantine 
before the battle with AZaxent:us. Weare told by 
a Chriftian Poet, that he-caus’d it to be wrought on 
the military Enfigns that the Romans call their La- 
barum. And it is on this Enfign that we find it in 
the prefent Medal. : pels 


Fic. 13; 


C briftus. purpureum gemmanti textus in aura. 
Signabat Labarum. | | 
) 2 oPrudent. contra Symm. Lib, 1. 


; : A Chrift was on th’ Imperial ftandard born, 
_. That Gold embroiders, and that Gems adorn. 


By the word Chriffus, he means without doubt the 
prefent figure, which is compofed out of the two ini- 
tial letters of the name. 

He borethe fame fign in his flandards, 
as you may fee in the following. Medals 


FO. 147 
and verfes. .. * 


Agnofcas, Regina, libens mea figna neceffe eft: 

In quibus Effigies Crucis aut gemmata refulget, 
Aut longis folida ex auro prefertur in haftis. 

Pea ~Conftantinus Romam alloquitur. Ibid. 


: My Enfign let the Queen of nations praife, 
“That rich in gems the Chriftian Crofs difplays : 
“STR 10 | 0 Pere 
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There rich in gems ; but on my quiv’ring (pears 


ra 


In folid gold the facred mark appears. 


Vexillumque Crucis fummus dominator adorat. 
Id. in Apotheofi. 


: See there the Crofs he wav’d on hoftile fhores, 
The Emperor of all the world adores. 


; But to return to our Laborum; if 
Bid G4: 15 you have a mind to fee it in a ftate of 
Paganifm you have it on a Coin of Tiberius. ‘It 
ftands between two other Enfions, and is the 
mark of a Roman Colony where the Medal was 
ftamped. By the way you muft obferve, that 
where-ever the Romans fixed their ftandards they 
looked on that place as their country, and thought. 
themfelves obliged to defend it with their lives. For 
this reafon their ftandards were always carried before 
them when they went to fettle themfelves in a Colo- 
ny. This gives the meaning ofa couple of verfes in 
Silius Italicus that make a very far-fetcht compli- | 
ment to Padus. i | D bees : 


Ocyus hue Aquilas fervataque figna referte, 
Hic patria eft, murique urbis fiant pectore in uno, 
: Sil. It. Lib. 7. 


The following Medal was ftamped 
Fic. 16, on Trajan’s victory over the Daci, eal 
fee on it the figure of Trajan prefenting a little 
Viéitory to Rome. Between them lies the con- 
quered province of Dacia. It may be worth 
while to obferve the particularities in each figure. 
We fee abundance of perfons on old Coins that 
hold a little /zéory in one hand, like this of Tra- 
jan, 
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jan, which. is always the fign of a Conqueft. I 


have fometime fancied Virgil alludes to this cuftom 
in averfe that Turnus fpeaksy ee ee 


"Non adeo bas exofa manus Victoria fugit. 
‘ Virg. Ain. Lib. rt. 


Loe WP eh Domes 
If you confent, he fhall not be refus'd, 
‘Nor find a hand to Victory unus’d. ‘ 
hd ee | : Mr. Dryden, 
The Emperor’s ftanding in a Gown, and making 
a prefent of his Dacian Victory to the city of 
Rome, agrees very well with Claudian’s charaéter 
of him. | 
i tne ORETUIA  fergtUr, ; 
Gloria Trajani ; non tam quod, Tigride victe, — 
- Noftra triumphati fuerint provincia Parthi, 
Oe mod invectus firatis capitolia Dacis: 
Quam patrie quod mitis erat , 
peer? #1 a5 Tioga. \ Chatdy te 4to Conf, Honor. 


enews a0 
Thy glory, Trajan, fhall for-ever live, | 
Not that thy arms the 77g7zs mourn’d, o’ercome,, 
And tributary Parthia bow’d to Rome, — 
_ Not that the Capitol receiv’d thy train 
-_ With fhouts of:triumph for the Daci flain: 
 But-for thy mildnefs to thy country fhown. 
Pa Ra AS Mie Ae ks > ik 
The City of Rome carries the Wand in her hand 
that is the fymbol of her Divinity, | 


Ditubstea Romie (colitur nam dbelinestt ipfa 
More De@)\——= Prudent. cont. Sym. Lib. 1. 
_ Vou. Ps eres PBT oc . For 


4. 
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For Rome, a Goddefs too, can boaft her fhrine, 
With victims ftain’d, and fought with rites divine, 


As the Globe under her feet betokens her dominios 
over allithe nations of the earth, VOR SO 


Terrarum Dea, Gentiumque Rama ; ‘i 
Cui par eft nihil, et nibil fecundum. 


Mart. Lib. 12. Epig. 8. 


O Rome, thou Goddefs oftheearth! = 
To whom no'rival e’er had births 
“Rot ‘fecond e’er fhall rife.) oer ase 


The heap of arms fhe fits on fignifies the Peace 


that the Emperor had procured her. On old Coins 
we often fee an Emperor, a Vidtory, the city of 
Rome, . 


or a flave, fitting ona heap of arms, which 


always marks out the Peace that arofe from fuch 


an aétion as gave occafion to the Medal. I think 
we cannot dou 


bt but Virgil copied out this circum-_ 


flance from the ancient Sculptors, in that inimita- 


ble defcription he has given us of Military Fury 


fhut up in the Temple of Fanus and loaden with. 


chains. 


Claudentur belli porte: Furor impius intus 


Sava fedens fuper arma, et centum vinélus abenis — 


Poft tergum nodis, fremet horridus ore cruento. 


ia Virgo Ain, ‘Lib. a. 


‘anus himfelf before his fane fhall wait, 
And keep the dreadful iflues of hiS'gate,’ 9 
‘With bolts and iron bars: within remains 
+ -[mprifon’d Fury, bound in brazen chains : 


High 


, 
; 


" 
| 


eR Seen a an 
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High on a Trophy rais’d of ufelefs arms 
He fits, and threats the world with dire alarms. _- 
bel 100d ie dign hata Mr. Dryden. 


We are told by the old Scholiaft, fays Eugenius, 
‘that there was aCtually fuch a fatue in the Tem- 
ple’ of ‘fanus as ‘that Virgil has here defcribed, 
which I am almoft apt to believe, fince you affure 
us that this part of the defign is fo often met with 
on ancient Medals. But haye you nothing to re- 
mark om the figure of the Province? Her pofture, 

fays Philander, is what we often meet with in the. 
- flaves and captives of old Coins: among the Poets 
too, fitting on the ground is a mark of Mifery or 
Captivity. Bj. : 


wadatnke His dies incomtis mafia capillis 
Sederat | | Propert. Lib, f. 


O utinam ante tuos [edeam captiva penates. 


‘Id, Lib. 4. 


O might I fit a captive at thy gate! 


You have the fame pofturein an old Coin F 
that celebrates a victory of Lucius Verus * 1 © 17s 
over the Parthians. T he captives hands are here bound 
‘behind him, as a farther inftance of his flavery. 


Ecce manus juvenem interea poft terga revinéium, 
Paftores magna ad Regem clamore ferebant. 
ine! eiteteyt qa) onWirg.' Aan Eb. 2. 
- Mean while,with fhouts, the Trajan fhepherds bring 
_ Acaptive Greek in bands before the King. 
{ ie Y My, Dryden. 
EB 2 io OF) 
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Cui dedit invitas vidta noverca manus. Ov. de. F aft. 7 


4 Cam rudis Rp brachia vidta dedi, Properk, L. Ae 


SAA 


j 
: 
: 
fl 
: 


We may learn from Ovid that it was fometimes ae | | 


cuftom to place a flave with his arms bound at the | 


‘ 


foot of the T’rophy, as in the figure before us. 


Stentque Super vinétes trunca trophaa Vir os. ; 
Ov. Ep. ex Ponto Lib. 4, 


You fee on his head the cap which the Parthians, 


‘and indeed moft of the eaftern nations, Wear on — 
Medals. ‘They had not probably the ceremony _ of | 
veiling the Bonnet in their falutations, for in Me- 
dals they ftill have it on their heads, whether they — 
are before Emperors or Generals, kneeling, fitting — 
or flanding. Aartial has diftinguifhed them by — 


this cap as their chief characteriftic, se beget 
Fruftra blanditie venitis ad me 

Attritis miferabiles labellis, . 
Diéturus'dominum, deumque non fum : 

‘Fam non eft locus hac in urbe vobis. 

Ad Parthos precul ite pileatos, 

Et turpes, humilefque fupplicefque — 
Pictorum i bafiate regum. : 


In vain, mean flatteries, ye try, 

‘To gnaw the lip, and fall the Laie / 

No Man a God or Lord I name: ane! 

From Romans far be fuch a fncsins 

Go teach the fupple Parthian how 

‘To veil the bonnet on his brow: 

Or on the ground all proftrate fing 
Some Pié?, before “ai barbarous King. 


Mart. Epig. 72. ah 18, 


=< ee oe tis se 
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T cannot hear, fays Cynthio, without a kind of in- 
dignation, the fatirical reflexions that A@artzal has 
made on the memory of Domitian, It is certain 
fo ill an Emperor deferved all the reproaches that 
could be heaped upon him, but he could not de- 
ferve them of Martial. I muft confefs I am lefs 
feandalifed at the flatteries the Epigrammatift paid 
him living, than the ingratitude he fhowed him dead. 
A Man may be betrayed into the one by an overftrain- 
ed complaifance, or by a temper extremely fenfible 
of favours and obligations: whereas the other can 
arife from nothing but a natural bafenefs and vil- 
lany of foul. It does not always happen, fays Phi- 
lander, that the Poet and the honeft man meet to- 
gether in the fame perfon. I think we need enlarge 
no farther on this Medal, unlefs you have a mind 
to compare the Trophy on it with that of Mezen- 
tius in Virgil, | ; 


. Ingentem quercum decifis undique ramis 
Conftituit tumulo, fulgentiaque induit arma, 
Mezenti ducis exuvias; tibi, magne, tropeum, 
Bellipotens : aptat rorantes fanguine criftas, 
Telaque trunca virt, et bis fex thoraca petitum 
- Perfoffumque locis 5 clypeumque ex ere finiftre 
- Subligat, atque enfem collo fufpendit eburnum. 
: 2 ~  Virg. Ain. Lib, 11, 


He bar’d an ancient Oak of all her boughs: 
‘Then on a rifing ground the trunk he plac’d; 
Which with the fpoils of his dead foe he grac’d. 
The coat of arms by proud AZexentius worn, 
Wow on a naked Snag in triumph born, 

~ Was hung on high; and glitter’d from afar: 

_ Atrophy facred to the God of war. 
By | . B"4 Abeve 
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Above his arms, fix’d on the leaflets wood, 
Appear’d his plumy creft, befmear’d with bloods # 
His brazen buckler on. the left was feen; © 
‘Truncheons of fhiver’d lances hung between : 
And on the right was plac’d his Corflet, bor’d, 
And to the neck was ty’d his unavailing fword. . 

F Mr. Paes 


gig ett Op the next Medal you fee the Peace ‘4 
that e/pafian procured the Empire, af- _ 
ter having happily fnifhed all its wars both at home — 
and abroad. “The woman with the obve RRHGS in 
“her hand 1 is the figure of Peace. op 
pee oa! 
mmm ignore Pacis Ri... 
Pratendens dextrd ramum canentis olive, 


4 oil. 1¢; Lib. alt 


With the other hand fhe thrufts a lighted torch | 
under a heap of armour that lies by an Altar. 
This alludes to a cuftom ameng the ancient Ro- 
mans of gathering up the armour that lay feattered 
on the field -of battle, and burning it as an offering 
to one of their Deities. It is to this cuftom that 
Virgil refers, and Sikus Italicus has defcribed at 
large. 0 ) ble hate 
Dualis eram cam primam aciem Prenefte fub ipfé 
Stravly ijouser heagise incendit vidtor acervos. * 


Virg. —_ Lib. 8. 


Such as was beneath Pranefie s esti ; 
Then when I made the foremoft foes retire, 
And fet whole heaps of conquer’d fhields on fire. 
3 Mr. Dryden. 


Aft 


es i 
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Bf tibi, Bellipotens, Sacrum, confirudtus acerve 
- Ingenti. mons armorum confurgit adaftra: 


Bhs = ¥ 
hbo celfam pinums flammaque comaentem 


- Attollens, ductor Gradivum in vota ciebat: 


Primitias pugne, et lati libamina belh, 


. Hannibal Aufonio cremat hee de nomine vitor, 


: : Aétus apex claro perfundit lui 


Et tibi, Mars genitor, votorum haud furde MeorUuMts 
Arma eleéta dicat fpirantum turba vircrum, 


Tum face conjecta, populatur fervidus ignis 


Flagrantem molem ; et ruta isin, in auras 
june campos. 


Sil. It. Lib. 102 


To thee the Warrior-God, aloft in air 
‘A mountain-pile of Roman Arms they rear: 
The Gen’ral grafping in his Victor-hand 7 


_A pine of ftately growth, he wav'd the brand, _ 


And cry’d, O Mars / to thee devote I yield 


_ Thefe choice firft-fruits of Honour’s purple field. 


_ Join’d with the partners of my toil and praife, 


_ Thy Hannibal this vow’d oblation pays ; 


Grateful to thee for Latian \aurels won: 
Accept this homage, and abfolve thy fon. 


‘Then, tothe pile the flaming torch he toft ; 


In fmould’ring fmoke the light of Heav’n is loft: — 
But when the fire increafe of fury gains 
The blaze of Glory gilds the diftant plains. — 


As for the heap of Arms, and mountain of 
Arms, that the Poet mentions, you | 
may fee them on two Coins of Mar- 19. 
cus Aurelius. DE. SARMA'T IS and 1 c.f 
Dz GERMAN ISallude perhaps to 
the form of words that might be ufed at the fet- 
ting fire: to ee ane de nomine, Thole 
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who will not allow of ‘the interpretation: I have’ 
put on thefe two laft Medals may think it an ob-— 
jection that there is no torch or fire near them to 
fignify any fuch allufion. But they may confi- 
der that on feveral Imperial Coins we meet with 
the figure of a funeral pile, without any thing to 
denote the burning of it, though indeed there is 
on fome of them a Flambeau fticking out on 
each fide, to let us know it was to be ‘confumed | 
to afhes. 4 5 
You have been fo intent on the bidesiear’ of the 
Arms, fays Cynthio, that. you have forgotten the 
Pillar on your 18th Medal. You may find the 
hiftory of it, fays Philander, in Ovid de Faftis. 
Tt was from this Pillar that the fpear was toffed at 
the opening of a war, for which reafon the little 
figure on the top of it holds.a fpear in its band, 
and Peace turns her back wpon it. 1d 


Profpicit & templo fummum brevis area Circums 
Eft ibi non parve parva columna note : 

Hinc folet hafta manu, belli praenuncia, mitti ; 
In ye et é geig cum placet arma capt. 


Ov, de Faft, Lib. 6.4 


Where the et Fane the ample Cirque commands 
A little, but a noted pillar ftands, | 

- From hence, when Rome the diftant Kings defies, 
In form the war- denouncing Javelin flies. 


Tie different interpretations that 
have been made on the next Medal 
feem to be forced and unnatural. I will therefore : 
give you my own opinion of it. ©The veffel is 
‘Rete reprefented as cage ~The figure before it 
feems 


F 1 G. eure a 


4 - 
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feems to come into its affiftance, and to lift it off the 
fhallows: for we fee the water {carce reaches up to 
the knees, though it is the figure of aman ftanding 
on firm ground. His attendents, and the good office 
he is employed upon, refemble thofe the Poets often 
attribute’ to Neptune. Homer tells us,, that the 
Whales leaped up at their God’s approach, as we fee 
in the Medal. The two fmall figures that ftand 
naked among the waves are Sea- Deities of an inferior 
rank, who are fuppofed to affift their Sovereign in 
the Succour he gives the diftrefled veflel. == 


Cymothoé, fimul et Triton adnixus acuto 
Detrudunt naves fcopulo ; levat ipfe tridenti, 
Et vaftas aperit fyrtes, et temperat equor, 

Me 3 Virg, Zin, Lib. 1. 


“Cymothoe, Triton, and the fea-green train 

Of beauteous Nymphs, the daughters of the main, 
Clear from the rocks the veflels with their hands, 
The God himfelf with ready trident ftands, 
And opes the deep, and fpreads the moving | 
ee, [is aan Mr. Dryden. 

| ad oak ratis extat aquis, quam gurgite ab ime 

‘Et Thetis, et magnis Nereus focer erigit ulnis, 

fe whi 8 3 Val. Flac. Lib. 1. 


‘The interpreters of this Medal have miftaken thefe 
two figures for the reprefentation of two perfons 
that are drowning. But as they are both naked 
and drawn in a pofture rather of triumphing o’er 
the waves than of finking under them, fo we fee 
abundance of Water-Deities on other Medals repre- 
fented after the fame manner. 


E's : ite 
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lie Dee virides, liquide/que advertite vultus, 7 
Et vitreum teneris crinem redimite corymbisy 
Fefte nihil teé?e: quales emergitis altis | 

Fontibus, et vifu Satyros torquetis amantes. a 

a Statius de Balneo Etrufci. Lib, 13 _ 


Hafte, hafte, ye Naiads! with attra€tive art | 
New charms to ev’ry native grace impart: | 
‘With op’ning flourets bind your fea-green hair, 
Unveil’d ; and naked let your limbs appear: 
So from the fprings the Sazyrs fee you rife, 

And drink eternal paffion at their eyes. 


After having thus far cleared our way to the Me- 
dal, I take the thought of the reverfe to be this. 

- ‘The ftranded veffel is the Commonwealth of — 
Rome, that by the tyranny of Domitian, and the — 
infolence of the Pretortan Guards under Nerva, — 
was quite run aground and in danger of perifh- 
ing. Some of thofe embarked in it endeavour 
at her recovery, but it is Trajan that by the 
adoption of Nerva ftems the tide to her relief, 
and like-another Neptune fhoves her. off the quick- 
fands.. Your Device, fays Eugenius, - hangs very 
well together; but is not it liable to the fame excep- _ 
tions that you made us laft night to fuch explica- 
tions as have nothing but the writers imagination 
to fupport them? To fhew you, fays Philander, 
that the conftruction I put on this-Medal is con- 
formable to the fancies of the old Remans, you 
may obferve, that Horace reprefents at length the 
Commonwealth of Rome under the figure of a fhip, 
‘in the Allegory that you méet with in the fourteenth 
Ode of his firft book. : . 


@ 
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© Navis, referent in mare te novi 
Fludius. —— : 


And fhall the raging Waves again ‘ 
Bear thee back into the main? Mr. Creech. 


Nor was any thing more ufual than to reprefent 4 
God in the fhape and drefs of an Emperor. 

—— “pelle cuperent te feribere cere, 
Optaffetque novo fimilem te ponere templo 
Atticus Elei fenior “fovis ; et tua mitis 
Ora Taras: tua fidereas imitantia flammas 
Lumina, contempto mallet Rhodos a/pera Phebe, 

Statius de Equo.Domitiani, Sylv. 5, 


_ Now had Apelles liv’d, he’d’ fue to grace 
ol geht Tablets with thy godlike face : 

_ Phidias, a Sculptor for the Pow’rs above ! 

- Had with’dto place thee with his Iv’ry Fove. 
Rhodes and Tarentum, with that Pride furvey,. 
The Thund’rer This, and That the God of day; 
Each fam’d Coloffus would exchange for Thee, 
And own thy form the lovelieft of the three, 

_ For the thought in general, you have juft the fame 

metaphorical compliment to Theodofius in Claudian, 

as the Medal here makes to Trajan. shell 


Nulla relifta foret Romani nominis umbra, 
Ni pater ille tuus jamjam ruitura fubiffet 
| Pondera, turbatamque ratem, certaque levaffer 
_ Naufragium commune manu,——— | 
Sie ~  Claudian. de 4t0 Conf, Honorij, © 


‘e Had 


hd 
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Had not thy Sire. deferr’d th’ impending fate, 
And with his folid virtue prop’d the flate; 
Sunk in Oblivion’s fhade, the name of Rome, — 

An empty name! had fcarce furviv’d her doom: 
Half-wreck’d fhe was, "till his aufpicious hand . 
Refum’d the rudder, and regain’d the land, 


4 , 


I fhall only add, that this Medal was flamped in 
honour of Trajan, when he was only Ce/far, as 
appears by the face of it....sARL TP RALANO. 


The next is a reverfe of Marcus Au- 
_relius... We have on it a Minerva 
mounted on a monfter, that 4u/oxzus defcribes in the 

_ following verfes. 


Fic. hae 


Ila etiam Thalamos per trina enigmata querens 
Qui bipes, et quadrupes foret, et tripes omnia folus 5 
Lerruit Aoniam Volucris, Leo, Virgo; triformis 
Sphinx, volucris pennis, pedibus fera, fronte puella. 


' To form the monfter Sphinx, a triple kind, | 
Man, bird, and beaft, by nature were combin’d: 
‘With feather’d fans fhe wing’d th’ aerial {pace ; 
And on her feet the Lion-claws difgrace | 
"The bloomy features of a Virgin-face. 

Over pale 4onsa panic horror ran, i) 
While in myfterious fpeech fhe thus began: 

«© What animal, when yet the Morn is new, 

-«¢ Walks on Four legs infirm; at Noon on Two: 
«¢ But day declining to the weftern skies, 

«© He needs a Third; a Third the Night fupplies ? 


The montter, fays Cyntbio, iS a Sphinx, but for 
_ “ker meaning on this Medal, I am not OLdipus 
‘ } enough 
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enough to unriddle it. I muft confefs, fays Phi- 
lander, the Poets fail me in this particular. ‘There 
is however a paflage in Paufanias that I will re- 
peat to yeu, though it is in profe, fince I know > 
no body elle that, has, explained. the Medal _ by. it. 
The Athenians, {ays he, drew a Sphinx on the 
armour of. Pallas, by reafon of the ftrength and 
fagacity ,of this animal, The Sphinx therefore 
fignifes the fame as Minerva herfelf, who was, 
the Goddefs of arms as- well. as wifdom, and 
defcribes the Emperor, as one of the Poets ex- 
prefles it, | | | 


——— Studiis florentem utriufque Minerve. 
Whom both AZinerva’s boat t’adopt their own. 


The Romans joined both devices together, to 
make the. emblem the more fignificant, as indeed 
they could not too _much_ extol the learning 
and military virtues of this excellent Emperor who 
was the beft Philofopher and greateft General of 
his Age... yal scale 


We will clofe up this Series of Me- p. , 
dals with one that was ftamped under fl Niall 
Tiberius to the memory of Auguftus. Over his 

head you fee the ftar that his father ‘fulius Cafar 
was {uppofed to have been changed into. 


Ecce Dionei procefit Cafaris aftrum. 
bd isle Wwtiaoet ak hak. big US nee: 


See, Cefar’s lamp is lighted in ‘the skies. x 
b . i | _ Mr. Dryden, 


te ermeawemes 1715 ( (PE 
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——— ————— micat inter omnes. 

 Fulium fidus, velut inter ignes - 
- Luna minores: 


l. 
fa 
Bt 
‘ 


4" tow | 


———— Fulins Cefar’s light appears 

As, in fair nights and {miling skies, : 

The beauteous (oan amidft the meaner ftars. _ 
aa Ox hiv. Mes ea 
Vix ca fatus erat, medida chm fede fenatds 
Confiitit alma Venus, nulli cernenda, fuique — 
Cafaris eripuit membris, nec in aéra folut 
Paffa recentem animam, coeleftibus intulit aftris. 
Dumque tulit lumen capere atque ignefcere fenfit,— 
Emifitque finu.: Luna evolat altius ila, |_| 
Flammiferumque trahens fpatiofo limite crinem, 
Stella micat. ——— Ov. Met. Lib. 15. 


‘This fpoke ; the Goddefs to the Senate flew; 
Where, her fair form conceal’d from mortal view, 
Her Cefar’s heav’nly part fhe made her care, 

’ Nor left the recent Soul to wafte to air; 
But bore it upwards to its native skies: — 
Glowing with new-born fires fhe faw it rife; 

Forth fpringing from her bofom up it flew, 

_ And kindling, as it foar’d, a Comet grew ; 
Above the lunar fphere it took its flight, 

- And fhot behind it a long trail of light. . 


Virgil draws the fame figure of Augufus on 
ineas’s fhield as we fee on this Medal. The 
Commentators tell us, that the ftar was engraven 
on Augufius’s helmet, bat we-may be fure Virgil 
‘means fuch a figure of the Emperor as he ufed 

ae : $0: 


a 
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to be reprefented by the Roman {culpture, and fuch © 


a one as we may fuppofe this to be that we have 
before us. i pi ae 


Hine Auguftus agens Italos in prela Cafar, 
Cum patribus, populoque, Penatibus, et magnis Diis, 
Stans celfa in puppi ; geminas cui tempora flammas 
Leta vomunt, patriumque aperitur vertite fidus, 
is terrae tees Virg. Ain, Lib. 8. 
Young Cz/ar on the ftern in armour bright, | 
Here leade the Romans, and the Gods, to fight: 
His beamy temples fhoot their flames afar : 
And o’er his head is hung the ‘faian ftar. 
ae sae Mr. Dryden 


The thunderbolt that lies by him is a mark of his — 


Apotheofis, that makes him as it were a companion 


of Fupiter. Thus the Poets of his own age that 


deified him living, | 

Divifum Imperium cum “fove Cafar haber. Virgs 

Hic focium fummo cum Jove numen habet. Ovs 
"eee ragit Auguftus focie per figna Tonante. — 

ne Pd Manil, Lib. 14 

Sed tibi debetur caelum, te fulmine pollens, 
Accipiet cupidi Regia magna Pid 
Ov, de Augufto ad Liviam. 


He wears on his head the Corona Radiata, which 
at that time was another type of his Divinity. 
The {pikes that fhoot out from the. crown were 
to reprefent the rays of the Sun, ‘There were 


twelve 


=- 
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3 
: 


twelve of them, in allufion to the Signs of the Zo- | 


diac, It is this kind of crown that Virgil defcribes. 


- ingenti mole Latinus _ : 
Quadriyugo vebitur curru, cui tempora circum 
Aurati bis fex radii fulgentia cingunt, 


‘Solis avi fpecimen. Vig. Asn. Lib. 126 
L iE ie Ce a a 


Four fteéds the chariot of Latinus bear: © 
Twelve golden beams around his temples play, 
To mark his lineage from the God of day. — 
Fic. 24. radiata is a reprefentation of the Sun 


If you would know why the corona 


3 


you may fee it in the figure of Apollo in the next re-_ 
verfe, where his head is encompaffed with fuch an_ 
arch of glory as Owid and Statius mention, that 


might be put on and taken off at pleafure. 
—et genitor circum caput omne micantes ‘ 
Depofuit radios———- Ovid. Met. Lib, 2 
“The tender Sire was touch’d with what he faid, 
And flung the blaze of glories from his head. 


Impofuitque come 1AG105 —— + ’ Ibid. 


“Then fix’d his beamy circle on his head, 
——licet ignipedum frenator equorum 
Apfe tuis alte radiantem crinibus arcum 


Imprimat —— Stat. Theb. Lib. 1. ad Domitian. 


‘Tho’ Phebus longs to mix his rays with thine, ‘ 
And in thy glories more ferenely fhine. 


Mr, Pope. 
In 
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In his right hand he holds the whip with which he 
is fuppofed to drive the horfes of the Sun: as in a 
pretty paflage of Ovrd, ' that fome of his editors 
- muft needs fancy fpurious. ete 


Colligit amentes, et adhuc terrore paventes, 
Phebus eques, ftimuloque dolens et verbere faevit ¢ 
Sevit enim, natumqae objectat, et imputat illis. 

by diwe 3% Ov, Met. Lib. 2. 
/ Prevail’d upon at length, again he tocle ae) 
The harmlefs fteed, that ftill with horrour fhook, 
And plies em with the lafh, and whips em on, 
And, as he whips, upbraids ’em with his ‘fon. 


The double-pointed dart in his left hand is an em- 
blem-of his beams, that pierce through fuch an’ ine 
finite depth of air, and enter into the very bowels 
of the earth, — Accordingly Lweretius calls: them’ the 
‘darts of the day, as 4u/amixs to make a fort’ of wit- 
‘ticifm has follow’d his example. Co StSid | Suk} 


Non radii felis, neque lucida tela Digi. — Luer. 


Exultant ude fuper arida faxa rapine, 
| Luciferique pavent letalia tela Diet. Ua Gita) 
pee? a de pifcibus captis. Auf. Eid. 10. 


 Caligo terra feinditur, dad v3 
Percuffa folis fpiculo. : - Prud.Hym. 2. 


[have now given you a fample of fuch emble- 
matical Medals as are unriddled by the Latin’ Poets, 
and have fhown’ feveral paflages in the Latin 
Poets that receive an illuftration from Medals. 


Some of the Coins we have had before us have 
not 
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not been explained by iothers,..as many _of them 
have been explained in aidifferent manner. ‘There 
are indeed others that have had very. near the fame 
explication put upon them, but as this explication 
has been fupported by no authority, it can at beft 
be looked upon but as a probable conjecture, It 
is Certain, fays Eugenius, there cannot be any 
more authentic »illuftrations. of Roman. Medals, 
efpecially of. thofe that are full of fancy, than 
fuch as are drawn out of the Latin Poets. For 
as there is a great affinity between Defigning and 
Poetry, fo the Latin Poets, and the Defigners 
of the Roman Medals, lived very near one ano- 
ther, were acquainted with the fame cuftoms, 
-converfant with the fame objects, and bred up to 
the fame relifh for wit and fancy. But who are 
the Ladies that we are next to examine? Thefe 
care; fays Philander, fo many Cities, Nations and 
-Provinces that prefent themfelves to you under 
the fhape of women, What you take for a fine 
Lady at firft fight, when you come to look into 
her will prove a town, a country, or one of the 
four parts of the world. In fhort, you havé now 
Afric, Spain, France, Italy, and feveral other na- 
_ tions of the earth before you. ‘This is one of the 
_pleafanteft Maps, fays Cynthio, that I ever faw. 
Your Geographers now and then fancy a coun- 
try like a Leg or a Head, a Bear or a Dragon, 
but Ivnever before faw them reprefented like wo- 
men. I could not have thought your mountains, 
feas and \promontories could have made up an 
_aflembly. of fuch well-fhaped perfons. This 
therefore, fays Philander, is a Geography particu- 
dar to the Medallifts, The Poets however have 
fometimes given into it, and furnifh us with very 

| ood 


_—_— 


rood lights for the: explication of it.. ¢- rae 
ne Mt bely.sds lon ba ha lillia. es, leh 

Africa, fhe catries an Elephant’stooth iy 

By herhides. sseacet ore} ‘ Pips 


- Dentibus ex illis quos mittit porta Syenes, . 
Et Mauri celeres, et Mauroobfeurior Indus. >. 
Et quos depofuit Nabatheo bellua faltu, 


Fam nimios, capitique graves uv. Sat. IF. 


She is always quoifP'd with the head of an Elephant, 


to fhow that this animal is the breed of that Coun- 


try, as for the fame reafon fhe has a Dragon lying, 
at her feet. . | : 


_ Huic varias peftes, diverfaque membra ferarum, 
Concefet bellis natura infefta futuris 5 
Horrendos angues, habitataque membra venend, 
Et mortis partus, viventia crimina LEYS. 
Et vaftos Elephantes habet, feve/que Leones, 
In peenas feecunda fuas, parit borrida tellusy... 
oN a ee "Manil. Lib. 4. deAfricd. 


Here Nature, angry with mankind, prepares 
Strange monfters, inftruments of future wars; 
Here Snakes, thofe Cells of poifon, take their 
Meith; is os i sid ie 
Thofe living crimes and grievance of the earth 5 
Fruitful in its own plagues, the defert fhore ; 
Hears Elephants, and frightful Lions roar. 
| su Nii Mr. Creech. 
Lucan in his defcription of the feveral noxious ani-. 
‘mals of this conntry, mentions in particular the 
flying Dragon that we fee on this Medal. : 
tei Fas 
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t ‘ g "3 fe ° of mis "a 

Fos quoquey qui cunétis innoxta numina terris 
| Serpitis, aurato nitidi fulgore dracones, ih ll 
Peftiferos ardens facit Africa ; ducitis alum 
Aéra cum pennisy armentaque tota fecutirrs vr ivas 


Rumpitis ingentes amplexi verbere tauros. be 
Nec tutus {patio eff Elephas, datis omnia letho: 
Necvobis opus eff ad noxia fata veneno. cae 
, Lue. Lib. 9. 
"And you, ye Dragons! of the fealy race, 
_ Whom glittering gold and fhining armours grace, 
__In other nations harmlefs are you found, 7 
- Their guardian Genii and Prote@tors own’d 
In Afric only are you fatal; there, : 
On wide-expanded wings, fublime you rear ‘ 
Your dreadful forms, and drive the yieldin air. 
‘The lowing Kine in droves you chace, and cull 
Some mafter of the herd, fome mighty Bull: — 
Around his ftubborn fides your tails you twift, — 
By force comprefs, and burft ‘his brawny cheft. 
Not Elephants are by their larger fize ! 
Secure, but with the reft become your prize. 
~ Refiftlefs in your Might, you all invade, 
And for deftruction need not poifon’s aid. . 
| Mr, Rowe. 
The Bull that appears on the other fide of the Dra- 
gon, fhows us that Afric abounds in agriculture. 
tibi habe frumentum, Alledius inquit, 
O Libye ; disjunge boves, dum tubera mitias. 
Hp ia i | Bic ~ Juv. Sat 5. 
: No more plough up the ground, 
O Libya, where fuch mufhrooms can be found, 
Alledius cries, but furnifh us with fore 
Of mufhrooms, and import thy corn no more, - 
i } My, Bowles. 


Thi 


e 
2 
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This. part. of the world has always on Medals 
fomething to denote her wonderful fruitfulnefs, as it 
was indeed the great granary of /taly.’ In the two 
following figures, the handful of wheat, the Cornu- 
copia, and basket of corn, are all emblems of the 
meee Vaniiicauon, 9 eae a 

2 

Sed qua fe campis [qualéntibus Africa tendit, 
| Serpentum largo coquitur faecunda veneno: . 
| Felix qua pingues mitis plaga temperat agros ; 
Nec Cerere Ennead; Phario nec viéta tolono. 
Pp A) SOS NR Sai: ee BY Berber 


e. We SAS 


Frumenti quantum metit Africa 
. ‘Hor. Sat.3. Lib. 2. 


a 


——YJegetes mirantur Iberas 
 Florrea ; nec Libyee-fenferunt damna rebellis 
Fam tranfalpind contenti meffe Quirites, 


: Claud, in ‘Eutrop, Lib. 1. 
The Lion on the fecond Medal marks 


| Bre. 2; 

her out for the : “i ik 
——Leonum | : 

“ogy nen: Cac eg OC ETS 


The Scorpion on the third is “ano- F 
ther of her ~produétions, as Lucan *1%: 3: 
_ Mentions it in particular, in. the long)catdlogue ‘of 
her venomous animals. oo 


- quis fata putaret 

Scorpion, aut vires mature mortis habere 2 

Llle minax nodisy &9 recto verbere favus, 

Tefte tulit ccelo vidti decus Orionis. . Luc. _ 9. 
bey - hos 


] Who,, that. ee s infect form eee : 
| ‘Would think that teady Death his call obeys? k 
- ‘Threat’ning he rears his knotty tail on high, : 


‘The vaft Orion thus he doon ‘d'to die, ; 
And fix’d him, his proud trophy, i in the sky, 
awe 


The three figures you have-here’ i ae ie Eu 

genius, give me an idea of a defcription or two in 

Claudian, that I muft confefs I. did not before know 

what to make of. They reprefent Africa in the 

-. fhape of a woman, and certainly allude to the ete 

and head- drefs that the wears on -old won ; 
rye a 

di-dse- pear apparet in aftris 

Africa, refcifjae veftes,- et {picea paff m 

Seria jacent, lacero. crinales vertice -dentes, 


Et Sratium pendebat ebur Claud, de Bel. Gild, 


Next Afric, mounting to the bleft ‘Abodes, — 
Penfive approach’d the Synod of the Gods : 
No arts of drefs the weeping Dame adorn; 
Her catia ‘rent, and wheaten carlands torn: 
The fillets, grac d with teeth in Tvory. rows, 
Broke and diforder’d dangle on. her brows, 


Tum fpicis et dente comas ‘lufiris M venti ce 
- t Cade, rubicunda die, fic Africa fatur.. 
Claud. de.Conf, Stil. Libs 3, 


“1 think, pai Philander, there is'no queftion’ but 
the Poet has copied out in his defcription the 
figure that 4frica made in ancient fculpture and 
painting. The next before us is Egypt. 
F 1G. 4, Herbasket.of wheat fhows us the great 
. ofruitfulnefs of the, country, which is 
eke iby the inundations.of the Nile, 
my Syriibus 
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Syrtibus bine Libycis tuta eft Aigyptus : at mde. 


_ Gurgite feptena rapidus mare fummovet amis: 
Terra fuis contenta bonis, non indiga mercis;. ~ 
Aut Fovis; in folotanta eft fiducia Nils. 
RA v aoe) ee pee es 2a TS Luc. Lib. 8. 
“By Nature ftrengthned with a dang’rous ftrand, 

Her ‘Syrts and untry’d channels guard the land. 

Rich in the fatnefs of her plenteous foil, 

She plants her only confidence in Niz.. . =» 
rea ; PEASE A Cy) a hae Mr. Rowe. 
“The inftrument in her hand is the Si/rum of the 

Figyptians, made ufe of in the worfhip of the 

Goddefs J/s. diiakaek Shediih techie ditihs ; 
Nilotica fifiris | 
Ripa fonat—— Claud. de'4te Conf. Honor. 


ae 


€ 2” 


=— 


‘On Medals you fee it in the hand of Eeypt, of 
Jfis, or any of her Worfhippers. The Poets too 
make the fame ufe of it, as Virgil has, plac’d it 
in Cleopatra’s hand, _ to. diftinguifh her from an 
BER atk aco ies Sl pee a 
Regina in medits patriovacat aging SEB ooo 
: — * Virg, Ain. Lib. 8, 
The Queen herfelf, amidft the loud alarms, 
“With Cymbals tofs’d, ‘her fainting foldiers warms. 
EG tie vekes co DID ort Mr. Dryden, 


ee reftabant Aitia bella, 
Atque ipfa Ifaco certarunt fulmina fifiro. 
| sides teins. Dhani: LylDs 3. 
PAWS rtleur ory aud : F Ge weibe 
en 9 Ee , imitataque HAE Bui 
Cornua fulferunt, crepurtque ona ile fiftrum. — 
eT: ae geet Ov. Met. Lib. 9. 
) aa The 
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| - The lunar: horns, that bind | 
The brows of Ifs, caft a blaze around ; a OR 
Whe i Timbrel made a murm sriiatlehd, 
a Mr. ating 


Quid tua nune Ifis sib, Delia : 2 via mihi praent) 
Illa tua toties era repulfa manu ? 


Tib. Lib. 1. Hl: 2.3 


_ Nos in templa tuam Romana accepimus Tin, 


Semideo/que veto} et th a Lig ey ludtus. . 
Lue, Lib, 8. 


Have we with warteats deat Ofris crown’d, 
And mourn’d him to the ‘Timbrel’s eng : 
othe at) found 2.) an 
Receiv’d her Z/s to divine abodes, 
And rank’d her he oe ae with Roman Gods? 
“Mr. Rowe. 


The bird before h her is the Beypiians Thi. = Phi 
figure however does not reprefent the’ living bird, 
but rather an idol of it, as one may guefs by the 
pedeftal it ftands upon, for the Egypizans worfhipped 
it as a God. © 


Duis nefcit, V; aluft Panic vate Yemen's | 
AEgyptus portenta colat ? crocodilon adorat 

Pars hac, illa pavet faturam ferpentibus Ibin; 
Effigies facri uitet aurea Ibi ge 08 Juve + Sat. 4%, 


How Egypt, mad saith Ciperineele grown, 

Makes Gods of monfters, but too well is known : 
One feé devotion to Nile’s ferpent pays > 
Others to Lis, that on ferpents: BS ban 

: P Wiece 
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- Where, Thebes, thy hundred gates lie unrepair’d, 
- And where maim’d A/emnon’s magic harp is heard, 
Where thefe are mould’ring left, the fots com- 
v bine * 

_ With pious care a Monkey to infhrine. 
sia itl Da iia acta aan Mr. Tate, 


Venerem precaris ? comprecare et Simiam, 

Platt facratus afpis Efculapii ? 

Crocodilus, Ibis et Canes cur difplicent? — 

. Prudentius, Paffio Romani. 


We have Mauritania on the fifth Me- F 
dal, leading a horfe with fomething like “ 1°: 5 
a thread, for where there is a bridle in old Coins you 
fee it much more diftin@ly. In her other hand fhe 
holds a fwitch. We have the defign of this Medal 
in the following defcriptions that celebrate the AZoars 
and Numidians, inhabitants of AZauritania, for their 


horfemanthip. 


Fic paffim exultant Numida, gens infeia freni: 
Queis inter geminas per ludum mobilis aures 
abe Sree flectit non cedens virga lupatis : 
Altrix bellorum bellatorumque virorum, 


Tellus 


— Sil. It. Lib, 1; 


On his hot Steed, unus’d to curb or rein, 
The black Numidian prances o’er the plain: 
A wand betwixt his ears direGts the courfe, 
And as a Bridle turns th’ obedient horfe, 


an Mauri fremitum raucofque repulfus 
Umbonum, et noflros paffiuri cominus enfes ? 
Non contra clypeis teétos, galeifque micantes 
¥ 


Vor. III, lbitiss 
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Mbitis 3 in folis longe Siducia telis, 
 Exarmatus erit, cum miffile torferit, hoflts. _ 

_ Dextra movet jaculum, pratentat palia lavas 
Cetera nudus Eques; fonipes ignarus habena : 
Virga regit. non ulla fides, non agminis ordos 
Po neg Claud. de Bel. Gildon. | 


fi 


Of fhorten’d fauchions and repelling fhields ‘ 
Againft a hoft of quiv’ring fpears ye go, 

- Nor helm nor buckler guards the naked foe ; 
The naked foe, who vainly trufts his art, 
And flings away his armour in his dart: ; 

_ His dart the right hand fhakes, the left uprears 
His robe, beneath his tender skin appears. — a 
Their Steeds un-rein’d, obey the horfeman’s wand, — 

“Nor know their legions when to march, or ftand 5 
In the war’s dreadful laws untaught and rude, 
_A mob of men, a martial multitude, | 


Can Moors fuftain the prefs, in, clofe-fought fields, ; 


The Horfe too may ftand as an emblem of the 
warlike genius of the: people. | 


Bello armantur Equi, bellum hac armenta minantur. 


Virg. Zn. Lib. 3. 


| 6 From Africa we will crofs over into — 
Frc. & spain. . There are learned Medallifts 
that ‘tell us, the Rabbet which you fee before her 
feet, may fignify either the great multitude of - 
thefe Animals that are found in Spain, or per- 
haps the feveral mines that are wrought within — 
the bowels of that country, the Latin word Cu-— 
niculus fignifying either a Rabbet or a Mine. But 
thefe Gentlemen do not confider, that it is = : 

the 
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the Word but the Figure that appears on the Me- 
dal. .Cumiculus may ftand for a Rabbet or a 
Mine, but the picture of a Rabbet is not the — 
picture of a Mine. A pun can be no more engra- 
ven than it can be tranflated. When the word is 
conftrued into its idea the double meaning vanifhes. 
The figure therefore before us means a real Rabbet, 
which is there found in vaft multitudes. 


| Cuniculofe Celtiberia fii. Catul. in Egnatium., 


The Olive-branch tells us, it is a country that 
abounds in Olives, as it is for this reafon that 
Claudian in his defcription of Spain binds an Olive--~ 
branch about her head. , 


———glaucis tum prima Minerva 
Nexa comam foliis, fulvaque intexta micantem — 
Vefte Tagum, tales profert Hifpania voces. 

| Claud. de Laud. Stil. Lib, 2. 


Thus Spain, whofe brows the olive wreaths ins 
fold 


And o'er her robe a Tagus ftreams in gold. 


Martial has given us the like figure of one of the 
greateft rivers in Spain. 


Betis olivifera crinem redimite corona, 
Aurea qui nitidis vellera tingis aquis : 
Quem Bromius quem Pallas amat—— 
: Mart. Lib. 12. Ep, gg. 
Fair Betis ! Olives wreath thy azure locks : 
In fleecy gold thou cloth’f the neighb’ring 
flocks : | 


Fz Thy 
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“Thy fruitful banks with rival-bounty fmile, ~ 
While Bacchus wine beftows, and Pallas oil. 


ane 


And Prudentius of one of its eminent towns. 


Tu decem fanétos revehes et o€to, 

Cafar augufta fiudiofa Chrifii, 

Verticem flavis olets revinéta 2 q 
Pacis honore. _ Prudent. Hymn. 4. 


. France, you fee, has a Sheep by her 
Fie not iat ak facrifice, but to thee that 
the riches of the country confifted chiefly in flocks” 
and pafturage. “Thus Horace mentioning the com-— 
modities of different countries. id 


Quanquam nec Calabre mella ferunt apes, — 
Nec Leftrigonia Bacchus in amphora 
Languefcit mihi, nec pinguia Gallicis . 
Crefcunt vellera pafcuis. Hor, Od. 16. Lib. 3. 


Tho’ no Calabrian Bees do give 
‘Their grateful tribute to my -hive ; 
No wines, by rich Campania {ent, 
In my ignoble casks ferment ; 

No flocks in Gallic plains grow fat; 


Mr. Creech, 


She carries on her fhoulders the Sagelum that Virgil 
fpeaks of as the habit of the ancient Gauls, 


Aurea cafaries ollis, atque aurea veffis: 
Virgatis lucent fagulis———_— Virg. Ain. Lib, 8. 


~~ The 
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The gold diffembled well their yellow hair ;_ 
And golden chains on their white necks they wear 5 


_,, Gold are their-velts ———— Mr. Dryden. 


She is drawn in 4 pofture of facrificing for the fafe 
arrival. of the Emperor, as we may learn from 
the infcription. We find in the feveral Medals 
that were ftruck on Adrian’s progrefs through the 
Empire, that at his arrival they offered a facrifice to 
the Gods for the reception of fo great a blefling. 
Horace mentions this cuftom. _ : 


Tum mee (fi quid loquar audiendum) 

Poets accedet bana pars set O Sol 

Puleber, ‘Sasa canam, recepto 
Cafare felix, -———— 


Te decem tauri, totidemque vacce } 
Me tener felvet vitulus—- Hor. Od. 2. Lib. 4, 


And there, if any patient ear 
My Mufe’s feeble fong will hear, 4 
My voice fhall found thro’ Rome : 
Thee, Sun, I’ll fing, thee, lovely fair,  - 
Thee, thee I'l] praife, when Ca/ar’s come. — 
Ten large fair bulls, ten lufty cows, . 
Muft die, to pay thy richer vows 5 
Of my fmall ftock of kine 
A calf juft wean’d 


Mr. Creech. 


Italy has a\ Cornsescépice in her hand, F 
to denote her fruitfulnefs ; 1G, 8. 


_——magna parens frugum Saturnia tellus. 
Virg. Georg. 3. 
F 3 and 
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and a crown of towers on her head to figure out 
the many towns and cities that ffand upon her. Lue 
éan has given her the like ornament, where he re- 
prefents her addreffing herfelf to Fulius Cefar. 
lagens vifa duci patria trepidantis Imago ; | 
Clara per obfcurem vultu meeftiffima nediem, 
‘Lurrigero canos effundens vertice crinés, | 
Cefarie lacerd, nudifque adftare lacertis, | 
Et gemitu permifta loqui Lucan. Lib. 


Amidft the dusky horrors of the night, 
A wondrous vifion ftood confeft to fight; 
Her awful head Rome’s rev’rend image rear’d, « * 
‘Tiembling and fad the Matron form appear’d; - 
A tow’ry crown her hoary temples bound, 
_And her torn trefles rudely hung around : 
‘ter naked arms uplifted ere fhe fpoke, 
‘Then groaning thus the mournful filence broke. 
ee Mr. Rowe. 
She holds a fcepter in ker other hand, and fits on a 
globe of the heavens, to fhew that fhe is the Sove- 
reign of nations, and that al] the influences of the 
Sun and Stars fall on her dominions. Claudian 
makes the fame compliment to Rome. 


Ipfa triumphatis que poffidet ethera regnis. 
| Claud. in. Prob. et Olyb. Conf, 


Jupiter arce fua totum dum fpeétat in orbem, 
Nil nifi Romanum quod tueatur habet. 
Ov. de Faft. Lib. 1. 


‘Fove finds no realm, when he the globe furveys, 
But what to Rome fubmiffive homage cies j 
rbem 
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Orbem jam totum viétor Romanus habebat, 
Qua mare, qua tellus, qua fidus currit utrum@ue. 
| a | Petrom 


Now Rome, fole Emprefs, reigns from pole to pole, 
Where-ever earth extends, or oceans roll. 


“The picture that Claudian makes of 
Rome one would think was copied 
from the next Medal. 


Fac. 9. 


————innupte ritus imitata Minerve: 
Nam neque cafariem crinal ftringere cult’, 
Colla nec ornatu patitur mollire retorto - 
Dextrum nuda latus, niveos exerta lacertes, 
Audacem retegit mammam, laxumque coercens 
Mordet gemma finum. ——— 
Chypeus Titana laceffit 
Lumine, quem tota variarat Mulciber arte; 
Hic, patrius Mavortis amor, faetufque notantur 
Romulei, poft amnis ineft, et bellua nutrix. 

: | Claud. in Prob. et. Olyb, Conf 


No coffly fillets knot her hair behind, 

Nor female trinkets round her neck are twin’d. 
Bold on the right her naked arm fhe fhows, : 
And half the bofom’s unpolluted fnows, 
WhHil# on the left is buckled o’er her breaft, 
In diamond clafps the military veft. at 
The Sun was dazled as her fhicld fhe rear’d, 
Where, varied o’er by Mulciber, appear’d — 
The loves of Mars her Sire, fair llta’s joys, 
The wolf, the Zzber, and the infant boys. 


“The next figure is Achasa. FIG, 10. 
F 4 | I 
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I am forry, fays Cynthie, to find you running 
farther off us. I was in hopes you would have 
fhown us our own nation, when you were fo 

near us as France. I have here, fays” 
Fic. 11. Philander, one of Auguftus’s Britan- 

nia’s, You'fee fhe is not drawn like 
other countries, in a foft peaceful pofture, but is 
adorned with emblems that mark out the. milita- 
ry genius of her inhabitants. ‘This is, I think, the 
only commendable quality that the old Poets have 
touched upon in the defcription of our country. I 
had once made a collection of all. the paflages in 
the Latin Poets, that give any account of us, 
but I find them fo very malicious, that it would 
look like a libel on the nation to repeat them to 
vou. We feldom meet with our fore-fathers, but 
they are coupled with fome epithet or another to 
blacken them. Barbarous, Cruel and Inhofpita- 
ble are the beft terms they can afford us, which it 
would be a kind of injuftice to publifh, fince their 
pofterity are become fo polite, good-natured, and 
‘kind to ftrangers. ‘To mention therefore thofe parts 
only that relate to the.prefent Medal. She fits on 
a globe that ftandsin water, to denote that fhe is 
Miftrefsof a new world, feparate from that which the 
Romans had before conquered, by the interpofition 
of the fea. I think we cannot doubt of this inter- 
pretation, if we confider how fhe has been repre- 
fented by the ancient Poets. | , 3 


Et penitus toto divifos orbe Britannos, Virg, Ecl. 1. 


The reft among the Britons be confin’d ;_ 
A race of men from all the world disjoin’d, _ 
Mr, Dryden. 
Adfpice, 
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Adfpice, confundit populos impervia tellus : 


Conjuncium eff, quod adhuc orbis, et orbis erat. 
Aid sev Vet. Poet. apud Scalig. Catul, 


At nunc oceanus geminos interluit orbes. 
Id. de Britannia et oppofito Continente. 
noftro diduéta Britannia mundo. Claud. 


Nec fietit oceano, remifque ingreffa profundum, 
Vincendos alio quefivit in orbe Britannos, Id. 


The feet of Britannia are wafhed by the waves, — 
in the fame Poet. | fan 3 


—cujus veftigia verrit 
Carulus oceanique efium mentitur, amictus. 
! Id. de Laud. Stil. Lib. 2. 


She bears a Roman Enfien in one of her hands, to 
confefs herfelf a conquered province. 


Lees widtricia Cafar : 
Signa Caledonios tranfuexit ad ufque Britannos. 
Sidon. Apollin. 


_ But to return to 4chara, whom we ey \ 
left upon her knees before the Emperor Thay 
Adrian. She has a pot before her with a fprig of 
Parfly rifing out of it. I will not here trouble you 
with a dull ftory of Hercules’s eating a falad of 
Parfly for his refrefhment, after his-encounter with 
the Nemean Lion. It is certain, there were in. 
Achaia the Nemean Games, and that a garland of, 
Parfly was the Victor’s reward. You have an ac- 
count of thefe Games in 4u/fontus.. 


Fes | Quatinor 
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Quattuor antiquos celebravit Achaia Ludos, 
-Ceelicolim duo funt, et duo fefta hominum. 
Sacra fovis, Pheebique, Palemonis, Archemorique: — 
_ Serta quibus pinus, malus, oliva, apium. 


Auf. de Luttral. Agon. 


Greece, in four games thy martial youth were 
train’d ; | 
For Heroes two, and two for Gods ordain’d: 
‘Fove bade the Olive round his Victor wave ; 
Phebus to his an Apple-garland gave ; 
‘Fhe Pine, Palemon; nor with lefs renown, — 
_ Archemorus conferr’d the Parfly-crown, - ‘ 


Archemori Nemeea colunt fanebria Theba. - 
; | Id. de Iccis Agon. 
—Akides Nemee facravit honorem. 
4 de Aué, Agon. Id. - 


One reafon why they chofe Parfl y for a Garland, was 
doubtlefs becaufe it always preferves. its verdure, as 
florace oppofes it to the fhort-lived Lily. , 


Neu vivax apium, nec breve lilium. Lib, 1. Od. 38. 
Let fading. Lilies and the Rofe 

Their beaaty and their {mel difclofe ; 

Let long-liv’d Parfly grace the feaft, 

And gently cool the heated gueft. Mr. Creech. 


Fitvenal mentions the Crown that was made of it, 
and which here {urrounds the head of Achaia. 


women Graiegue 


5. -scealll 
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—Graiceque apium meruiffe corona. Juv. Sat. 8 


And winning at a Wake their Parfly crown. 
, Mr. Stepney. 
She prefents herfelf to the Emperor in the fame pof- 
ture that the Germans and Engli/h {till falute the 
Imperial and Royal family. 
jus imperiumque Phraates 
Cafaris accepit genibus minor. 


_ Hor. Epift. 12. Lib. r. 


The haughty Parthian now to Ce/ar kneels. 
Mr. Creech. 


Tle qui donat diadema frontt | 
Quem genu nixe tremuere gentes. 


Senec. Thyeft. AG. 3, 


———Non,, ut inflexo gents 
Regnantem adores, petimus. Id. 


Te linguis varie gentes, miffique rogatum 

Federa Perfarum proceres cum patre fedentem, 
Hac quondam vidére domo ; pofitaque tiara 
Submifere gent, ——— Claud. ad Honorium, 


Thy infant Virtue various climes admir’d, 

And various tongues to found thy praife confpir’d: 
"Thee next the Sovereign feat, the Per/ians view’d, 
When in this Regal Dome for peace they fu’d: 
Each Turban low, in fign of worfhip, wav’d 5 
And every knee confeft the boon they crav’d. 


Sicily appears before Adrian in* the © 


jame pofture. She has a bundle of Corn PEG, 12. 
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‘in her hand, and a Garland of it on her head, as 
fhe abounds in wheat. and was confecrated to Ceres. 


Utrague frugiferis eft Infula nobilis arvis: 

Nec plus Fefperiam longinguis meffibus ulle, 

Nee Romana magis complerunt horrea terre. 
«de. Sicilia et Sardinia, Luc. Lib. 2. 


Sardinia too, renown’d for yellow fields, 

With Sicily her bounteous tribute yields ; 

No lands a glebe of richer tillage boaft, 

Nor waft more plenty to the Roman coaft. | 
icieabes ren 5 sp ea ae 

Terra tribus fcopulis vaflum procurrit in equor 
Trinacris, a pofitu nomen adepta loct, 

Grata domus Cereri; multas ibi poffidet urbes ; 

An quibus ef culto fertiis Henna folo. 

Leaky, Ov. de Faft. Lib. 4. 


‘To Ceres dear, the fruitful land is fam’d ' 

For three tal] Capes, and thence Trinacria nam’d: 
There Henna well. rewards the tiller’s-toil, 
The faireft Champain of the faireft Ife. 


; We find Fudza on feveral coins of 
For G. 13. Vefpafian and Titus, in a pofture that 
denotes forrow and captivity. .The firft figure of 
her is drawn to the life, in a picture that Seneca 
has given us of the Trojan matrons. bewailing their 
‘Captivity. - : ide ad isk: 


Z 


paret exertos se 
Turba lacertos. Vefteremiffa — 
Subjtringe finus, uteroque tenus 

. Pateant ariu——— 

TS Rage mmm COGS 
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—cadat ex humeris 
Vofiis apertis : imumque tegat 
Suffulta latus. jam nuda vocant 
Peétora dextras. nunc nunc vires 
Exprome, Dolor, tuas. 
- Hecuba ad a: rojan. chor. Sen. ‘Troas, Aa, Ie 


Bate 
Your arms, your vettures flackly ty’d 
Beneath your naked bofoms, flide 
Down to your, wattes be 

et 


P From your divefted fhoulders flide 
Your garments, down on either fide. 
Now bared bofoms call for. blows, 
_ Now, forrow, all thy Pa rs difclofe, 
Sir Ed. Sherburn, 


apertce peétora matres 


Significant lucium—— Ov. Met. Lib. 13. 


Who bar’d their breafts, and gave their hair to 
flow: — 


The jicpm of grief, and mark of public v woe. 


The head is veiled in both fidures, as rite ex: 
preffion | of grief. 


—ipfa trifli vel obtentu caput 
Velata, juxta prefides afiat Dees. 
Sen. Herc. fur, Act, 2. 


| Sic ubi fata, caput feral: obductt amicus 
Decrevitque pati tenebras, puppifque cavernis 
Delitut: fevumque ar&é complexa dolorem 
te uitur lacrymis, et amat pro conjuge ludtum. .. 
Luc, Lib. 9. de Cornelia. 
50 


134 Dialogues upon the Ufefulnefs 


So faid the Matron ; and about her head 
Her veil fhe draws, her mournful eyes to fhade : 
Refolv’d to fhroud in thickeft fhades her woe, 
She feeks the fhip’s deep darkfom Hold below: 
‘There lonely left, at leifure to complain, __ 
She hugs her forrows, and enjoys her pain ; 
~ Sull with frefh tears the living grief would feed, 
And fondly loves it, in her husband’s ftead. 
? | Mr. Rowe. 


I need not mention ‘her fitting on the ground, be- 
caufe we have already fpoken of the aptnefs of 
fuch a pofture to reprefent an extreme affliCtion. 
I fancy, fays Eugenius, the Romans might have 
an eye on the cuftoms of the ewszh nation, as 
well as of thofe of their country, in the feveral 
marks of forrow they have fet on this figure. 
The Pfalmift defcribes the ews lamenting their 
captivity in the fame penfive pofture. By the wa- 
ters of Babylon we fat down and wept, when we. 
remembred thee, O' Sion.’ But what is more re-— 
markable, we find ‘Judea reprefented as a wo- 
man in forrow fitting on the ground, in a paflage 
of the Prophet that foretells the very captivity re- 
corded on this Medal. ‘The covering of the head, 
and the rending of garments, we find very often 
in Holy Scripture, as the expreffions of a raging 
grief. But what is the tree we fee on both thefe 
Medals? We find, fays Philander, not only on 
thefe, but on feveral other coins that relate to 
Fud@a, the figure of a Palm-tree, tofhow us that 
Palms are pa i of lap sailors Thus Stiius 
Italicus, fpeaking of Vefpafan’s conqueft, that 
is the fubject of this Medal. : Soy le 

Palmi- 
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Palmiferamque ‘howe bello domitabit Idumen. 
Bit Bib: 5. 


Be, Jl to have hinted at the many pieces of 
paplaek and fculpture that were occafioned by this 
conqueft of Fudea, and had generally fomething 
of the Palm-tree in them. It begins an Epigram 
on the death cf Scorpus a chariot- driver, which in 
thofe degenerate times of the Empire was looked up- 
on as a public calamity. 


Triftis Idumeas frangat Victoria palmas; 
Plange Favor feva pectora nuda manu. 


Mart. Lib. 10. Epig. 50. 


The didn by. the Palas: tree in the firft of thefe 
Medals, is fuppofed te be a ‘few with his hands 
bound behind him, 


I- need not tell you that the winged 
figure on the other Medal is Victory. 
She is reprefented here as on many other coins, writ- 
ing fomething on a fhield. We find this way of re- 
giftring a Victory touched upon in Virgil, and Silius 


Jtalicus. 


Fia.14, 


_ Bre cavo chpeum, magni geflamen Abantis, 
Poftibus adverfis figo, et rem carmine figna ; 

- = bat de ae victorious armas © . 

“e . i Virg. fan, Lib, 3 


J fix’d upon the: Féiaplet S ast docks 
The brazen fhield, which vanquifh’d Abas bore: 
~The verfe beneath my name and actions {peaks, 
* Thele arms Zncas took from conqwring Greeks, 
ye _ Mr, Dryden, 


Pyrenes 
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Pyrenes tumulo clypeum cum carmine figunt; 
bode: ree Gradivo Scipio victor.” 
- yey Ital. Lib. 15. 


“ 
- 
; > 


6 The fate of en sie Sane S Bests 


F Parthia has on one-fide of her the 
FG. 15+ Bow and Quiver which are fo much 

talked of . by the Poets:  Lwucan’s . account pf the 

Parthians. is very pretty : and postical. ‘ 


i. Parthogue versie 

Murs crit, quodcumgue potef? obftare Hepsi 
Alita tela dois, nec Martem cominus unquam 
Aufa pati virtus, fed longeé tendere nervos, 
Et, os oe — Not Phe sai ventis. 


‘Luc, Lib. S. 


Fach paw, that can their ee fhafts endure, 
Stands, like a fort, impregnable, fecure—__. 
"To taint their coward darts is all their. care, 
“And then to truft'them to the flitting air. 

‘Mr. Rowe. 


pierige hckie chenk te | . * Catul. 


The crown the ‘holds’ in: ase hatha) yey ie to the 
crown of gold.that Parthia, as well as other pro- 
vinces, prefented to the Emperor Antonine. ‘The 
_ prefenting a Crown, was ‘thes hatte - fove- 
reignty into. his handsy. i. lb 98a 


Lpfe cratores.ad.me, regnique coronas. 
Cum feepire mifit— Virg. ZEn. ts 8. 


Larchon, 
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Tarchon, the Tufean Chief, to me has fent 
Their Crown, and every regal ornament. 
Kt ile Mr. Dryden. 


Antioch has an Anchor by her, in 
memory of her founder Seleucus, whofe 
race was all born. with this mark upon them, if 
you'll believe Hiftorians. Aufonius has taken notice 
of it in his verfes on this city. 


Pig oons. 


—-—TIlla Seleucum 

Nuneupat ingenuum, cujus fuit Anchora fignum, 

pig inufta folet; generis nota certa, per omnem 
am fobolis feriem nativa eucurrit image. 


Auf, Ordo Nobil. Urbium. 


Thee, great Se/eweus, bright in Grecian fame! 
The tow'rs of Antioch for their founder claim: 
Thee Phedus at thy birth his fon confeft, 

By the fair Anchor on the babe impreft ; 
Which all thy genuine offspring wont to grace, 
From thigh to thigh tranfmiffiive thro’ the race. 


Smyrna is always reprefented by an _ 
Amazon, that is hid to have nite her BEG 7 
-firft foundrefs. You fee her here entring into a 
league with Thyatira. Each of them holds her tu- 
telar Deity in her hand. 


Fus ille, et él frederis teftes Deos 
Invocat. —- , . Sen. Phoenifle. Act. 1. 


+ 


On the left arm of Smyrna, is the Pelta or Buckler 
of the Amazons, as the long weapon by her is the 
Bipennis or Securis. 


eR - | Non 
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Non tibi Amazonia eft pro me fumenda fecuris, 
Aut excifa levi pelta gerenda manu. ‘ 
Ov. Lib. 3. Epift. 1.ex Pont. — 

Lunatis agmina peltis. : Virg. 


In their right handsa pointed Dart they wield ; 
‘The left, for ward, fuftains the lunar Shield. | 
| Mr. Dryden. — 


q 


> 
% 
5. 
3 
i 
> 


Videre Rheati bella fub Alpibus 
Drufum geventem, et Vindelici; quibus 
Ades unde deduddus per omne 
Tempus Amazonia fecurt 


Dextras obarmet querere diftuli. Hor. Od. 4.La de 


Such Drufus did in arms appear, ae 
When near the 44s he urg’d the war: 
In vain the Rheti did their axes wield, 
Like iy they fought, like women fled the 
field: pr aehew 


But why thofe favage troops this weapon choofe, 
Confirm’d by long eftablifh’d ufe, 
Hiftorians would in vain difclofe, 


Bs eo aeg The drefs that Arabia appears in 
brings to my mind the defcription 
Lucan has made of thefe eaftern nations. ~ 


Luicquid ad Eoos traétus, mundique teporem 
Labitur, emotlit gentes clementia celi.- 

Lilic et laxas vefles, et fluxa virorum | 

V clamenta vides.—_—— : Luc. Lib, 8. 


While 4/a’s fofter climate, form’d to pleafe, 
Diffolves her fons in indolence and eafe. 
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Here filken robes inveft unmanly limbs, 

And in long trains the flowing Purple ftreams. 

y : Mr. Rowe. 
She bears in one hand a {prig of frankincenfe. 

wm folis eff thurca virga Sabeis. Virge 
And od’rous frankincenfe on the Sabean bough. _ 
! a Mr. Dryden. 
Thuriferos Arabum fattus. Claud. de 3. Conf, Hon. 


Thurileges Aratas.« , Ov. de Faft, Lib. 4. 


In the other hand you fee the perfumed reed, as 
the garland on her head may be fuppofed to be 
woven out of fome other part of her fragrant 
productions, — ana 


Nee procul in molles Arabas terramque ferentem 

Delicias, variegue novos radicis bonores 3 

Leniter adfundit gemmantia littora pontus, 

Et terre mare nomen habet.— hy 
ky de finu Arabico Manil. Lib. 4. 


More weft the other foft Arabia beats, 

Where incenfe grows, and pleafing odour {weats ; 
‘The Bay is call’d th’ drabian gulf; the name 
. ‘The country gives it, and ’tis great in fame. 

Lees Mr. Creech. 

Uraniur pia thura focis, urantur odores, 

Duos tener a terra divite mittit Arabs. 

". | Tibul, Lib, z. El. 2. 
— — fit dives amomo . 
- Cinnamaque, coftumque fuam, fudataque ligno 

‘, : wy iawte Ebuae 


* 
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Thura ferat, florefque alios Panchaia tellus (3 : 
Dum ferat et Myrrham.. Ov. Met Lib, 10. 


Let. Araby extol our happy coaft, © a 
Her Cinnamon, and fweet Amcmum boatt ; 
Her fragrant flowers, her trees with precious 
tears, 
Her fecond harvefts, and her double years: 
How. can the land be cal’d fo blefs’d, that 
- Myrrha bears? | Mr. Dryden. 


-—Odorate fpirant medicamina Silve. Manil. 


The trees drop balfam, and en all the boughs 
Health fits, and makes it fovereign as it flows, 
Mr. Creech, 


Cintas: fylvas Arabes beatos , 
Fidit — Sen, Oedip. A&. 1. 


What a delicious country is this, fays Cynthio ? a 
man almoft fmells it in the deferiptions that are 
made of it. The Camel is in 4radia, I fupgo‘e, 
a beaft of burden, that helps to carry off its {pices. 
We find the Camel, fays Philander, mentioned in 


Perfius on the fame account. .__ 


Tolle recens primus piper é fitiente Camelo. 
eet ‘The precious weight 
Of pepper and Sabean ineenfe, take. = 
With thy own hands from the tir’d-Camel’s back. 
| : | Mr. Dryden, 
He loads the Camel with pepper, becaufe the ani- 
mal and its cargo are both the produétions of the 
dame country. Mercibus 
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iMercibus bic Ttalis, mutat fub fole recenti. 
Rugofum piper Sophias to © Id. Dats Se 


The greedy Merchants, led by lucre, run 
‘To the parch’d Jndies and the rifing Suns 
From thence hot pepper, and rich drugs they, bear, . 
_Bart’ring for fpices their Italian ware. | 


Mr. Dryden. 


You have given us fome quotations out. of 
Perfius this. morning, fays Eugenius, that in my 
opinion have a great deal of | poetry in.them.  sdhd 
have often wondered at Mr. Dryden for pafling fo 
fevere a cenfure on this Author. . He. fancies. the, 
defcription of a Wreck that you have already ci- 
ted, is too good for Perfius, and that he might 
be helpt in it by Lucan, who was one of his 
contemporaries. For my part, fays Cynthio, I am 
fo far from Mr. Dryden's opinion in this particu- 
lar, that I fancy Perfius a better Poet than Lucan: 
and that had he been engaged on the fame fub- 
ject, he would at leaft in his Expreffions and De- 
{criptions have out-writ the Pharjala. He was 
indeed employed on fubjects that feldom led him 
into any thing like Defcription, but where he has 
an occafion of fhewing himfelf, we find very 
few of the Latin Poets that have given a greater 
beauty to their Expreffions. — His obfcurities 
are indeed fometimes affected, but they generally 
arife from the remotenefs of the Cuftoms, Per- 
fons and Things he alludes to: as Satire is for 
this reafon more difficult to be underftood by 
thofe that are not of the fame age with it, than 
any other kind of Poetry. Love-verfes and 

Heroics 
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Heroics deal in Images that are ever fixed and fettled 
im the nature of things, but a thoufand ideas enter 
into Satire, that are as changeable and unfteady as 
the mode or the humours of mankind, 
Our three friends. had pafled away the whole 
morning among their Medals and Latin Poets. 
Philander told them it was now too late to enter 
on another Series, but if they would take up 
with fuch a dinner as he could meet with at his 
Lodgings, he would afterwards lay the reft of his 
Medals before them. Cynthio and Eugenius were 
both of them fo well pleafed with the novelty of 
the fubject, that they would not refufe the offer 
Philander made them. STIG Meine 


D I A- 
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A PaRALULEL between the Ancient - 
and Modern MEDALS, 


HILANDER wed every morning to take 

f~ awalk in a neighbouring wood, that ftood 
on the borders of the Thames. It was cut 
through by abundance of beautiful allies, which 
terminating on the water, looked like fo many 
painted views in perfpeCtive. “The banks of the 
river and the thicknefs of the fhades drew into 
them all the birds of the country, that at Sun- 
rifing filled the wood with fuch a variety of notes, 
as made the prettieft confufion imaginable. I 
know in defcriptions of this nature the fcenes 
are generally fuppofed to grow out of the Au- 
thor’s imagination, and if they are not charming 
in all their parts, the Reader never imputes it to 
the want of fun or foil, but to the writgr’s bar- 
rennefs of invention. It is Cicerd’s obfervation 
on the Plane-tree, that makes fo fourifhing a 
figure in ong, of Plate’s Dialogues, that it a, not 
raw 


- 
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draw its nourifhment from the fountain. that ran. 
by it and watered its roots, but from the richnefs 

of the ftile that defcribes it. For my own part, 

as I defign only to fix the fcene of the following 

Dialogue, I fhall not endeavour to give it any other 

ornaments than thofe which nature has beftowed 
upon it. : 

Philander was here enjoying the cool...of.the 
morning, among the dews that» lay on every 
thing about him, and that gave the air fuch a 
frefhnefs as is not a little agreeable in the hot 
part of the year. He had not been here long before 
he was joined by Cynthio and Eugenius. Cyn- 
thio immediately fell upon Philander for breaking 
his night’s reft. You have fo filled my head, 
fays he, with old Coins, that I have had nothing 
but. figures and infcriptions. before.my eyes. If 
I chanced to fall into a little flumber, it was im- 
mediately interrupted with the vifion of a Cadu- 
ceus or a Cornu-copia. You will make me be- 
lieve, fays Philander, that you begin to be recon- 
ciled to Medals. ‘They fay it is a fure fign a 
man loves money, when he is ufed to find it in 
his dreams. There is certainly, fays Eugenius, 
fomething like Avarice in the ftudy of Medals, 
The more a man knows of them, the more he 
defires to know. ‘There is one fubjeét in par- 
ticular that Cynthio, as well as miyfelf, -has a 
mind to engage you in. We would fain know 
how the Ancient and Modern Medals differ from 
one another, and which of them deferve the 
preference. You have a mind to engage me in a 
fubject, fays Philander, that is perhaps of a lar- 
ger extent than you imagine. ‘Ilo examine it 
thoroughly, it would be neceflary to take them 

in 
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in pieces, and ‘to fpeak of the difference that fhews 
itfelf in their Metals, ‘in the Occafion of ftamping 
them, in the Infcriptions, and in the Figures that 
adorn them. ‘Since you have divided your fubjea, 
fays Cynthio, be fo kind-as to enter on it without any 
further preface. ~ ee ae , 

We fhould fir of all, fays Philander, confider 
the difference of the Metals that we find in an- 
cient and mod@rn Coins, ‘but as this fpeculation 
is more curious than improving, I believe you 
will excufe me ‘if I do not dwell long upon it. . 
One may underftand all the learned part: of this 
[cience, without knowing whether there. were 
Coins of iron or lead among the old Romans, 
and if a man is well acquainted with the Device 
of a Medal, 1 do not fee what neceffity there is 
of being able to tell whether the Medal itfelf be 
of copper ‘or’ Corinthiaw brafs. “There is how- 
ever fo great a difference between the antique and 
modern Medals, that I have feen an Antiquary 
lick an old Coin, among other trials, to diftin- 
cuifh the age of it by its Tafte. I remember 
when TI laught at him for it, he told me with a 
reat deal of vehemence, there was as much dif. 
ference between the relifh of ancient and mx Jern 
brafs, as between an apple and a turnip. It ig 
pity, fays Eugenius, but they found out the 
Smell too of ‘an ancient Medal. They would 
then be able to judge of it by al] the fenfs, 
The Touch, I have heard, gives almoft as good 
evidence as the Sight, and the Ringing of a Me. 
dal is, [ know, a very common experiment. Bue: 
I fuppofe this laft proof you mention relates only 
to fuch Coins as are made of your bafer forts oF 
metal. And here, fays Philander, - we may ob- 
Vou. Hi, G ferve 
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| i 
ferve the prudence of the Ancients,above that,of 
the Moderns, in the care they took to perpetuate 
the memory of great actions. They knew very 
well that filver and gold might fall into the hands. 
of the covetous or ignorant, who would not 
refpe&t them for the Device they bore, but for 
the Metal they were made of, Nor were their | 
apprehenfions ill-founded; for it is not eafily ima-. 
gined how many of thefe noble@monuments of 
hiftory have perifhed in the goldfmiths hands, be- 
fore they came to be collected together by _the- 
learned men of thefe two or three -laft Centuries. 
Infcriptions, Victories, Buildings, and a thoufand 
other pieces of antiquity were melted down in 
thofe barbarous Ages, that thought figures and. 
letters only ferved to fpoil the gold that was 
charged with them. Your Medallifts. look. on. 
this deftru@ion of Coins, as on the burning of 
the Alexandrian Library, and would be content 
to compound for them, with almoft the lols of 
a Vatican. To prevent this in fome meafure, the 
ancients placed the greateft variety of their devi- 
ces on their brafs and copper Coins, which are 
in no fear of falling into the clippers hands, nor 
in any danger of melting till the general confla- 
gration. On the contrary, our modern Medals: 
are moft in filver and gold, and often in a very 
fmall number of each. I have feen a golden ene 
at Vienna, of Philip the fecond, that weighed two. 
and twenty pound, which is probably fingular in 
its kind, and will not be able to keep itfelf long 
out of the furnace when it leaves the Emperor’s. 
‘Treafury. I remember another in the King of 
Pruffia’s colleGtion, that has in it three pound. 
weight of gold. The Princes who a 


2 
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Medals, fays Exugenius, feem to have defigned 
them rather as an oftentation of their Wealth, 
than of their Virtues. “They fancied probably, 1¢ 
Was a greater honour to appear in gold than in 
copper, and that a Medal receives all its value 
from the rarity of the metal. I think the next 
fubject you propofed to fpeak of, were the different 
Occafions that have given birth to ancient and 
modern Medals? : : 

> Before we'enter on this particular, fays Phi- 
Jander, 1 muft tell you by way of preliminary, 
that formerly there was no difference between 
Money and Medals. An old Roman had his 
purfe full of the fame pieces that we now pre- 
ferve in Cabinets. Affoon as an Emperor had 
done any thing remarkable, it was immediately 
ftamped on a Coin, and became current through 
his whole Dominions. It was a pretty contri- 
vance, fays Cynithio, to fpread abroad the virtues 
of an Emperor, and make his actions circulate, 
A frefh Coin was a kind of a Gazette, that pub- 
lifhed the lateft news of the Empire. I fhould 
fancy your Roman Bankers were very good Hi- 
ftorians. It is certain, fays Eugenius, they might 
find their profit and inftruction mixed together. 
I have often wondered that no nation among the 
‘moderns has imitated the ancient Romans in this 
particular. I know no other way of fecuring 
thefe kinds of monuments, and making: them nu-= 
merous enough to be handed down to future . 
ages. But where Statefmen are ruled by a {pi- 
rit of fa&tion and intereft, they can have no paf- 
fion for the glory of their country, nor any con- 
cern for the figure it will make among pofterity. 
A man that talks of his nation’s honour a thou- 

si 2 fand 
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fand years hence, is in very great danger of being | 
laught at. We fhall think, fays Cynthio,, you 
have a mind to fall out with the Government, 
becaufe it does ‘not encourage Medals. But 
were all your ancient Coins that are. now in, 
Cabinets once current money? It is the moft- 
probable opinion, fays Philander, that they were 
all of them fuch, excepting thofe we call. Meda- 
lions. Thefe in refpeét to the other Coins. were. 
the fame as modern Medals, in refpeét of mo- 
dern money. They were exempted from all 
commerce, and had no other value but .what was 
fet upon them by the fancy of the owner, ‘They 
are fuppefed to have been ftruck by Emperors 
for prefents to their Friends, foreign, Princes, or 
Ambafladors. However, ‘that the fmallnefs of 
their number might not endanger the lofs of the - 
devices they bore, the Romans took» care gene- 
rally to ftamp the fubject of their Medalions on 
their ordinary Coins that were the running cafh of 
the nation. Asif in England we fhould fee on our 
half peny and farthing pieces, the feveral defigns — 
that fhow themfelves in their perfection on our _ 
Medals. °°) : | 

If we now confider, continued Philander, the 
different Occafions or Subjeéts of ancient. and 
modern Medals, we fhall find they both agree in — 
recording the great actions and fucceffes in war, 
allowing ftill for the different ways of making 
it, and the circumftances that attended it in paft 
ages, and in the prefent. I fhall inftance one, © 
I do not remember in any old Coin to have feen — 
the taking of a town mentioned: as indeed there © 
were few conquerors could fignalize themfelves . 
that way before the invention of powder>and 
3 fortifi- — 
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fortifications, a fingle battle often deciding the 
fate of whole kingdoms.. Our modern) Medals 
give us feveral fieges and plans of fortified towns, 
that fhow themfelves in all their parts to a great 
advantage on the reverfe of a Coin. It is indeed 
a kind of Juftice, fays Eugenius, that a Prince ~ 
owes to pofterity, after he has ruined or defaced 
a ftrong place to deliver down to them a model 
of it as it ftood whole and intire. “The Coin re- 
pairs in fome meafure the mifchiefs of his Bombs 
and Cannons. In the next place, fays Phi/an- 
der, we fee both on the ancient and modern Me- 
dals the feveral noble pieces of Architecture that 
were finifhed at the time when the Medals were 
ftamped. I muft obferve however, to the ho- 
nour of the -lattér, that they have reprefented 
their buildings according to the rules of perfpec- 
tive. This [remember to have feen but in very ~ 
few of the plans om ancient Coins, which makes ~ 
them appear much lefs beautiful than the modern, 
efpecially to a mathematical eye. ~“Fhus far our 
two fets of Medals agree as to #heir Subject. 
But old Coins go farther in their compliments to 
their Emperor, as they take occafion to celebrate 
his diftinguifhing Virtues; not ~as they fhowed 
_themfelves in any patticular Action, but as they 
fhone out in the general view of his character. 
‘This humour went fo far, that we fee Nero’s fid- 
ling, and Commodus’s skill in fencing, on feveral 
of their Medals: At prefent, you mever meet 
with the King of France’s generofity, nor the 
Emperor’s. devotion recorded after this manner. 
Again, the Romans ufed to regifter the great a€tions 
of Peace that turned to the good of the people, 
as well as thole of War> ‘The remiflion of a 
; G 3 Debt, 
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Debt, the taking off a Duty, the giving up a Tax, — 
the mending a Port, or the making a Highway, — 
were not looked upon as improper fubjeéts for a — 
a Coin. They were glad of any opportunity to — 
encourage their Emperors in the humour of do- 
ing good, and knew very well, that many of thefe 
acts of beneficence had a wider and more lafting 
influence on the happinefs and welfare of a peo- 
ple, than the gaining a Victory, or the Conquef 
of a nation. In England perhaps it would have — 
looked a little odd to have flamped a Medal on 
the abolifhing of Chimney-money in the laft: 
Reign, or on the giving a hundred thoufand pound: 
a year towards the carrying on a war, in this. 
I find, fays Eugenius, had we ftruck in’ with the’ 
practice of the ancient Romans, we fhou’d have! 
had Medals on the fitting up our feveral Docks,’ 
on the making of our Rivers navigable, on the’ 
building our men of War, and the like fubjects, 
that have certainly very well deferved them. Fhe 
reafon why it has been neglected, fays: Philander,’ — 
may poflibly be this “Our Princes have the coin-" 
ing of their own Medals, and perhaps may think 
it would look like vanity to ereét fo many Frophies’ 
and Monuments of praife to their own merit ;_ 
whereas among the ancient Romans, the Senate _ 
had ftill a watchful eye on their Emperor, and if” 
they found any thing in his life and aétions that 
might furnifh out a Medal, they did not fail of 
making him fo acceptable an offering. *Tis true,’ 
their. flatteries betray often fuch a bafenefs of f{pirit,” 
as one would little expeét to find among fuch an. 
order of men. And here by the way we may ob- 
ferve, that you never find any thing like Satire or® 
Rallery on old Coins. nN? ae 
3 What- 
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Whatever Victories were got on foreign ene- 
mies, or the feveral pretenders to the Empire 
obtained over one another, they are recorded on 
Coins without the leaft bitternefs or reflexion. 
The Emperors often jefted on thei rivals ot 
predeceffors, but. their Mints {tll maintained 
their gravity. They might  publifh invectives 
againft one another in. their difcourfes or writ- 
ings but never on their Coins, Had we ng 
other hiftories of the Roman Emperors, but thofe 
we find on their money, we fhould take them for 
the moft virtuous race of Princes that mankind 
were ever blefled with: whereas, if we look in- 
to their lives, they appear many of them fuch 
monfters of luft and cruelty, as are almoft a re- 
proach to human nature. Medals are therefore 
fo many compliments to an Emperor, that 
aferibe to him all the Virtues and Victories he 
himéfelf pretended to. Were you to take from 
hence all your informations, you would fancy 
Claudius as great a Conqueror as ‘fulius Cefar, 
and Domitian a wifer Prince than his brother 77+ 
tus. ~Tiberius on his Coins is all Mercy and Mo- 
deration, Caligula and Nero are Fathers of their 
Country, Galba the patron of public Liberty, and 
Vitellius the reftorer of the city of Rome. In 
fhort, if you have a mind to fee the religious 
Commodus, the pious Caracalla, and the devout 
Heliogabalus, you may find them either in the 
infctiption or device of their Medals On the 
contrary, thofe of a modern make are often char- 
_ ged with Irony and Satire. Our Kings no foon- 
er fall out, but their mints make war upon one 
another, and their malice appears on their Me- 
dals, Que meets foifetimes with very nice 

4. touches 


touches of Rallery, but as.we have no inftance 
of it among the. ancient Coins, I fhall leave you — 
to determine, whether or no it ought to find a 
place there. I muft eonfefs,. fays Cynthio, .1 be- 
lieve we are generally in the wrong, when we - 
deviate from the ancients: becaufe their practice © 
is for the moft part grounded upon reafon, . But ~ 
if our -forefathers have thought fit to» be grave — 
and ferious, I hope their pofterity may laugh with- 
ut offence. For my. part, 1 cannot but look — 
on this kind of Rallery as a Refinement on Me- — 
dals: and do not fee why there may not be fome © 
for diverfion, at the fame time that there are 
others of a more folemn and majeftic nature, as — 
a Victory may be celebrated in an Epigram as 
well as in an Heroic Poem. Had the ancients 
given place to Rallery on any of their Coins, I _ 
queftion not but they. would have been the moft 
valued parts of a colle€tion. Befides the enter- 
tainment we fhould have found in thém the 
would bave fhown us the different flate of Wit, 
as it flourifhed or decayed in the feveral ages of 
the Roman Empire. There is no doubt, fays 
Philander, but our forefathers, if they had plea- 
fed, could have been as witty as their pofterity. — 
But I -am of opinion, they induftrioufly avoided — 
it on their Coins, that they might not give us oc- 
cafion to fufpeét their fincerity. Had they run — 
into mirth or fatire we fhould not have thought | 
they had defigned fo much to inftruét.as to di- 
vert us. I have heard, fays Eugenius, that the 
Aomans ftamped feveral Coins on the fame occa- 
fion. If we follow their example, there will be 
no danger of deceiving pofterity: fince the more 
ferious fort of Medals may ferve as Comments 
OR 
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on thofe ét a lighter character. However it iss 
the rallery’ of the Moderns cannot be worfe than 
the flattery of the Ancients. But hitherto you 
have only mentioned fuch Coins as were made 
on the Emperer, I have feen feveral of our own 
time that have been made as a compliment to 
private perfons. There are pieces of money, 
favs Philander, that during the-time of the Roman 
Emperors, were coined in honour of the Senate, 
Army or People. [I do not remember to have 
feen in the upper Empire the face of any private 
perfon that was not fome way related to the Im- 
perial family.  Sejanus has indeed his Confulfhip 
mentioned on a Coin of Tiberius, as he has the 
honour to give a name to the year in which our 
Saviour was crucified. We are now come to 
the Legend or Infeription of our Medals, which: 
as it isone of the more eflential parts of them, it 
_may deferve to be examined more at length. You 
have chofen’ a very fhort Text to enlarge upon, 
fays Cynthio: ‘I fhould as foon expect to fee a 
Critic on the Pofy of a Ring, as on the Infcrip- 
tion of a Medal. 

I have feen feveral modern’ Coins, fays Phi- 
lander, that have had part of the Legend running 
round the edges, like the Deeus et Tutamen in 
our milled money ; fo that a few. years will pro- 
bably wear out the action that the Coin was de- 
figned to perpetuate, The ancients were too 
wile to regifter their exploits on fo nice a fur- 
face. I fhould fancy, fays Eugenius, the mo~ 
derns may have chofen this part of .the Model for: 
the infeription, that the figures. on each fide might 
appear to a greater advantage. I have obferved 
in feveral old Coins a kind “of confufion between 
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the legend and the device. The figures and let- 
ters were fo mingled together, that one would — 
think the Coiner was hard put to it on what © 
-part of the money to beftow the feveral. words — 
of his infcription. You. have found out fome- — 
thing like an excufe, fays Philander, for your 
milled Medals, if they carried the whole legend 
on their edges. But at the fame time that they — 
are lettered on the edges, they have other infcrip- 
tions on the face and the reverfe. Your modern 
Defigners cannot contract the occafion of the 
Medal into an infcription that is proper to the 
Volume. they write upon: fo that having ferib- 
bled over both fides, they are forced, as rt were, 
to write upon the margin. The firft fault there- 
fore that I fhall find with a modern legend, ts its — 
Diffufivenefs. You have fometimes the whole 
fide of a Medal over-run with it. One would 
fancy the Author had adefign of being Cicerent- | 
an in his Latin, and of making a round period, 
I will give you only the reverfe of a Coin flampe 
by the prefent Emperor of Germany, on the raif- 
ing of the fiege of Vienna. VIENNA AVsTRI#& 
{ IVLIT apaCuMeTeEll. opsessa =. 
SEPT. EX INSPERATO AB EODESERTA 
est. I. fhould take this, fays Cynthio, for the 
paragraph of a Gazette, rather than the inferiptiom — 
ef a Medal. I remember you reprefented your 
ancient Coins as. abridgements of hiftory ; bug 

our modern, if there are many of them like this, 
~ fhould themfelves be epitomized. Compare with 
this, fays Philander, the brevity and comprehen= 
Ercoeh of thofe legends that appear on ancien¢ 
Dons, i 
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— Salus Generts humani. Tellus frabilita. Gloria 


Orbis Terre. Pacator Orbis. Reftitutor Orlis 


Lerrarum. Gaudium Reipublice. Hiilarttas po- 


puli Romani. \ Bono Reipud. nati. Rema rena- 
_feens.. Libertas reflituta. Saculum  Aunreum. 


Puelle Fauftiniane. Rex Parthis datus.. (i+ 
oria Germanica. Fides Mutua. Afia Subacta. 
Judea capta, Amor mutuus, Genetrix  orbis, 
Sideribus recepta. Genio Senatds. tides exer- 
ciths. Providentia Senatds. Reftitutor: Hifpanie. 
Adventui. dug. Britannia. — Regna  Adfignata. 
Adlocutio. Difeipulina Augufti, Leheitas publica, 


Rex Armenis datus. 


< 


What a majefty and force does one meet with in 
thefe fhort Infcriptions! Are not you amazed to 
fee fo much hiftory gathered into fo fmall a com- 
pats? You have often the fubject of a Volume in 
a couple of words. | 

If our modern Medals are fo very prolix in their 
profe, they are every whit as tedious in their verte. 
You have fometimes a dull Epigram of four. lines. 
This, fays Cynthio, may be of great ufe to. im- 
mortalize Puns and Quibbles, and to let poflerity 
fee their forefathers were a parcel of blockheads. A 
Coin, I find, may be of great ule to a bad Poet. 
If he cannot become immortal by the goodnefs of 
his verfe, he may by the durablenefs of the Metal _ 
that fupports it. I fhall give you an inftance, {ays 
Philander, from a Medal of Guftavus Adelphus, 
that will ftand as an eternal monument of Dul- 
nefs and Bravery. ; 


Miles ego Chrifit, Chrifto duce flerno iyrannos, 
Hareticos finml et calca meis pedibus. 
Parcere 
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Parcere Chrifticolis me, debellare feroces 
Papicolas Chrifias dux meus en animat. | 
¢ « , 


Tt is well, fays Cynthio, you tell us ‘hic hans | 


Medal of the Great Guftavus+ I fhould have ta- 
ken it for fome one of his Gothic Predeceflors, 
Does it not bring into your mind Alexander the 
Great’s being accompanied with a Cherilus.in his 


Perfian expedition? If you are offended at the — 


homelinefs of- this. Inferiptién, fays Philander, 


what would you think of fuch as have neither, 
fenfe nor grammar.in them? I affure you. I have 


feen the face of many a: great. Monarch hemmed 
in with falfe Latin. But it is not only the ftupi- 
dity and ‘tedioufnefs of thefe Infcriptions that I 
find fault with ; fuppefing them of a moderate 


lencth and. proper fenfe, why muft they be in 


verfe?’ We fhould be furprifed to fee the title of 
a ferious book in rhime, yet it is every whit as ri- 
diculous to give the fubject of a Medal in a. piece 
of an Hexameter. “This however is the praétice 


of our modern Medallifts. If you look into the ~ 


ancient infcriptions, you fee an air of fimplicity 
in the words, but a great magnificence in the 
thought; on the contrary, in your modern Me- 
‘dals you have generally a trifling thought wrapt 
up in ‘the beginning or end of an Heroic verfe, 
Where the fenfe of an Infcription is low, it is 


not in the power of Dadé?yls and Spondees to raile 


it; where it js moble, it has no need of fuch af. 


feted ornaments. I. remember a Medal of PAi- 


lip the fecond, on Charles le Quint’s refigning ta 


J 


him the Kingdom of Spain, with'this Infcription, ~ 


Ut. Quicfeat Atlas. The Device is a Hercules 
with the Sphere on his fhoulders. Notwithftanding 
the 


i 
{ 
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the thought is’ poetical, I dare fay you would 
think the beauty of the Infcription very much 
loft, had it been ——— requiefcat ut Atlas. .To 
inftance' a Medal of our own nation. After the 
conclufion of the peace with Holland, there was 
one ftampt with’ the following Legend ‘Rea 
deant Commercia Flandris. The thought is here 
creat enough,- but in my opinion it would have 
Jooked much greater in two or three words 
of profe. I think truly, fays Augenius, it is 
ridiculous. enough to make the » Infcription 
run likesa’piece of a verfe, when it is not ta- 
ken out: of an old Author. But I would fain 
have: your opinion on‘ fuch Infcriptions as are 
borrowed from the Latin Poets. [I have feen 
feveral of this fort that have been very prettily ap- 
plied, and [ fancy when they are chofen with art, 
they fhould not be thought unworthy of a place in 
your Medals. iris Be 

Which ever fide I take, fays Philander, 1 am 
like to have a great party againft me, ‘Thofe-whao 
have formed their relifh on old Coins, will by 
no means allow of fuch an invocation: on the 
contrary, your men of wit will be apt to look 
on it as an improvement on ancient Medals.. 
You will oblige us however to let us know what 
kind of rules you would have obferved in the 
choice of your quotations, fince you feem to lay 
a ftrefs on their being chofen with Art. Yow 
muft know then, fays Hugenius, I do not.think: 
it enough that a quotation tells us plain matter of 
fact, unlefs it has fome other accidental orna-. 
ments. to fet it off. Indeed if a great action that 
feldom happens in the courfe of: human affairs is ex- 
actly defcribed in the paflage of an old Poet,. ie, 
ee : gives: 
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gives the reader a very agreeable furprife,, and ey 


therefore deferve a place on a Medal. 


_ Again, if there is more than a fingle circum ftance 1 


of the aGtion fpecified in the quotation, it pleafes a 


man to fee an old exploit copied: out as, it were. by — 
a Modern, and running parallel with it in feverah — 


of its particulars, 


In the next place, when the quotation i is not only 
apt, but has in it a turn of Wit or Satire, it is — 


ftill the. better qualified for a cmnees! Ja8i it has @ 


double capacity of pleafing. 
- But’ there is no Infcription fitter for: a. .» Medals 
in my opinion, than @ quotation ‘that  befides its 


aptnefs has fomething in it lofty and fublime:: for 4 


fuch an one ftrikes in with the natural greatnefs 
of the foul, and produces a high idea of the perfon 
or action it celebrates, which is one of the princi 
pal defigns of a Medal. 


It is certainly very pleafant, fays Eugenius, to 


fee a verfe of an old Poet, revolting as it were 
from its original fenfe, and fiding with a modern 


fubje&t. But then it ought to do it willingly of its : 


own accord, without being forced to it» by any 
change in the words, or the punctuation: for 
when this happens, it is no longer the verfe of am 


ancient Poet, but of him: that has conwerted ibta | 


his own ufe. 


You have, I believe, by this dat chdiastieds ; 
your fubje&t, fays Philander ; and I think the 


criticifms you have made on the poetical quota~ 
tions that we fo often meet with in our modern 
Medals, may be very well applied to the Mottoes: 
of books, and other Infcriptions of the fame. 
nature. But before we quit the Legends of Me-: 


dalsy i cannot but take notice of a kind of wit — 


that 


SS ee 


of Ancient Medals. 159 


that flourifhes very much on many ef the mo- 
dern, efpecially thofe of Germany, when they re- 
prefent in the Infcription the year in which they 
were coined. As to mention to you. another of 
Guftavus Adsiphus, Curist Vs DVX ER- 
co TRIVMepuHVs. If you take the pains to 
pick out the figures from the feveral words, and 
range them: in their proper order, you will find 
they amount to 1627, the year in which the Me- 
- dal was coined; for do not you obferve fome of 
the letters diftinguifh themfelves from the reff, 
and top it over their fellows? thefe you muft 
confider in a double capacity, as letters and as cy- 
phers. Your laborious German Wits will turn 
you over a wkole Dictionary for one of thefe in- 
genious Devices. You would fancy perhaps they 
were fearching after an apt claffical term, but in- 
ftead of that, they are looking out a word that 
has an L. an M.or a D. in it. Wher there- 
fore you fee any of thefe Infcriptions, you are 
not fo much to look in thent for the thought, as 
for the year of the Lord. ‘There are foreign Unie 
verfities where this kind of wit is fo much in 
vogue, that as you praife a man in England for 
being’ an excellent Philofopher or Poet, it is an ore 
dinary charaéter among them to be: a great Chro- 
nogrammatift. ‘Thefe are probably, fays Cynthio, 
fome of thofe mild provinces of Acroftic land, 
that Mr. Dryden has affigned to his Anagrams, 
-Wirgs and Altars. We have now done, fF fup- 
pofe, with the Legend of a Medal. I think you 
promifed us in the next place to fpeak of the Fi- 
ZUIES. | see he 
As we had a great deal of talk on this part of 
a Coin, replied Philander, in our difcourfe on 

the 
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the Ufefulnefs of ancient Medals, I fhall only 
“jeft touch on the chief heads wherein the Ancient — 
and the Medern differ. In the firft place, hie 
Romans always appear in the proper Drefs of - 
their country, infomuch that ‘you fee ‘the little” 
variations of the Mode in the drapery of: the — 
Medal. They would have thought it ridiculous. - 
to have drawn an Emperor of Reme in a Gre- 
cian Cloke or a Phrygian Mitre. On the con | 
trary, our modern Medals are full of Yoga’s and — 
Lunica’s, Trabea’s and Paludamentums, with a — 
multitude of the like antiquated garments, that — 
‘have not been in fafhion thefe thoufand years. 
You fee very often a King of England or France 
drefled up like a ‘Fulius Cafar. One would think — 
they had a mind to pafs themfelves upon pofteri- — 
ty for Roman Emperors. The fame obfervation 
may run through feveral cuftoms and religions, © 
that appear in ‘our ancient and modern © Coins, 

_ Nothing is ‘more ufual than to fee Allufions to _ 
Roman cuftoms and céremonies on the Medals 
of our own nation. Nay very often they Carry — 
the figure of a heathen god. If pofterity takes jis 

notions of us from our Medals, they muft fancy — 
one of our Kings paid a great devotion to Winey. _ 
va, that another was a profefled Worthipper of — 
Apollo, or at beft that our whole religion was 4 _ 
mixture of Paganifm and Chriftianity.. Had the 

old Romans been guilty of the fame extravagance, | 
there would have been fo great a confufion in~ 
their Antiquities, that their Coins would not _ 
have had half the ufes we now find in them, — 
We ought to look on Medals as fo many monu- | 
ments configned over to Eternity, that’ may pof- _ 
fibly laft-when all: other memorials of the fame 
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Age are worn out or loft, They are a kind of 
Prefent that thofe who are actually in Being make 
over to fuch as lie hid within the depths of Futu- 
rity. Were thzy only defigned to inftruct the three 
or four fucceeding generations, they are in no great 
‘danger of being; mifunderftood.: but as they. may 
pafs into the hands of a pofterity, that lie many 
removes from.us, and are like to act their part in 
the world, when. its governments, manners and 
religions may be quite altered; we ought to take a 
-particular care not to make any falfe reports in them, 
or to charge them with any Devices that may look 
doubtful or unintelligible. is he Hg 

I have lately feen, fays Eugenius, a Medallic 
hiftory.of the prefent King of France. One might 
expect, methinks, to fee the Medals of that na- 
tion in the higheft perfection, when there is a {o- 
ciety penfioned and fet apart on purpofe for the 
defigning of them. ens eee ae st 
We will examine them, if you pleafe, fays Phi- 
lander, in the, light that our. foregoing obferva- 
tions have fet them: but on this condition that 
you do not look on the faults I find in them any 
more than my own private opinion. In the. firft 
place then, I think it is impoffible to learn from 
the French Medals. either the religion, cuftom, or 
habits. of ,.the French nation. You fee on fome 
of them the Crofs of our Saviour, and on others 
Flercules’ his Club. In one you have an Angel, 
and in another a Aercury,. I fancy, fays Cyxthto0, 
pofterity would be as much puzzled. on_ the reli- 
gion of Louis le Grand, were they to learn. it 
‘from’ his Medals, as we are at prefent on that of 
Confiantine the Great. It ,is certain, fays Phi- 
fander, there is the fame mixture of Chriftian and 
ae Bi Pagan 
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‘Pagan in their Coins; nor is there a Jefs confir- 
fon in their cuftoms. For example, what rela- 
tion is there between the figure of a Bull, and the 
planting of a French colony in America? The 
Romans made ufe of this type in allufion to one 
ef their own cuftoms at the fending out of a co- 
Jony. But for the French, a Ram, a Hog, or an 
Elephant, would have been every whit as figni- 
ficant an emblem. Then can any thing be more 
unnatural than to fee a King of France dreffed 
like an Emperor of Rome, with his arms ftripped 
lp to the elbows, a Laurel on his head, and a 
Chiamys over his Shoulders? I fancy, fays Euge~ 
nius, the fociety of Medallifts would give you 
their reafons for what they have done. You 
yourfelf allow the Legend to be Latin, and 
why may not the cuftoms and ornaments be of 
the fame country as the language ? efpecially fince 
they are all of them fo univerfally underftood 
by the learned. ‘I own to you, fays Philander, 
if they only defign to deliver down to pofterity 
the feveral parts of their Great Monarch’s hifto- 
ry, it iso matter for the other citcumftances of 
a Medal; but I fancy it would be as great a plea- 
fure and inftruction for future ages, to fee the Dref- 
fes and Cuftoms of their anceftors, as their Buil- 
dings and Victories. Beftdes, I do not think they 
have always chofen a proper Occafion for a Me-— 
dal, There is one ftruck, for example, on the 
Englih failing in their attempts on Dunkirk: 
when in the laft reign they endeavoured to blow. 
up a Fort, and bombard the town. What have 
the French here done to boaft of? A Medal how- 
ever you have with this infcription, DyNKIRKA 
Itu#sa. Not to cavil at the two K’s in 

| Dunkirka, 


~ 
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i wnkirka, or the impropriety of the word I//z/a, 
the whole Medal, in my opinion, tends not fo 
much to the honour of the Lreuch as of the Lng= 


li, 


guns opiates 

 Fallere et effugere off triumphus. 

I could mention a few other faults, or at leaft 
what I take for fuch. But at the fame time muft 
be forced to allow; that this Series of Medals is 
the moft perfe&t of any among the mederns im 
the beauty of: the Work, the aptnefs of the De- 
vice, and the propriety of the Legend. In thefe and 
other particulars, the French Medals come nearer 
the ancients than thofe of any other country, as in- 
deed it is to this nation we are indebted for the 
beft lights that have been given to the whole fcience 
in general: >) | ih stot Comm « 
. IT muft not here forget to mentiom the Medal- 
lic hiftory of the Popes, where there are many 
Coins of an excellent workmanfhip, as I think 
they have none of thofe faults that I have fpoken 
of in the preceding fet. They are always Koman- 
Catholic in the Device and in the Legend, which 
are both of them many times taken out of the ho- 
ly Scriptures, and therefore not unfuitable: to the 
charaéter of the Prince they reprefent. . Thus 
when Innocent XI. lay under terrible apprehen- | 
fions of the Frevch King, be put out a Coin, 
that on the reverfe of it had a fhip tofled on the 
‘waves to reprefent the Church. Before it, was 
the figure of our Saviour walking on the waters, — 
and St. Peter ready to fink at his feet. “Phe in- 
fesiption, if 1 remember, was in Latin, Help 
v2 ee Lord, 


he 


; i 


164 Dialogues upon the Ufefulnefs 


Lord, or elfe I perifh. This puts me in mir 
fays Cynthio, of a Pafquinade, that at the fame 
time was fixed up at Rome. Ad Galli cantum 
_ Petrus flet. But methinks, under this head of. the 
figures on ancient and modern Coins, we might 
ex; ect to hear your opinion on’ the difference that. 
appears in the Workmanfhip of-each. You muft 
knew then, fays Philander, that till about the 
end of the third Century, when there was a gene- 
ral decay in all the arts of defigning, I do not re- 
member to have feen the head of a Roman Em- 
peror drawn with a full face. They always ap- 
pear in profil, to ufe a French term of art, which 
gives us the view of a head, that, in my opinicn, 
has _fomething in it very majeftic, and at the fame 
time fuits beft with the dimenfions of a Medal. 
Befides that it fhows the nofe and eyebrows, with 
the feveral prominencies and fallings in of the fea- 
tures, much more diftinétly than any other kind of 
figure. In the lower Empire you have: abundance 
of broad Gothic faces, like fo many full Moons 
on the fide of a Coin, Among the moderns too, 
we have of both forts, though the fineft are made 
after the antique. In the next place, you find the 
figures of many ancient Coins rifing up in a much 
more beautiful redigf than thofe on the modern. 
This: too is a’beauty that fell with the grandeur 
of the Roman Emperors, fo that you fee the face 
jinking by degrees in the feveral ‘declenfions of 
the Empire, till about Conffantine’s time it lies al- 
moft even with the furface of the Medal. After 
this it appears fo very plain and uniform, that one 
would think the Coiner look’d on the flatnefs of 
a figure as one of the greateft beauties in Sculp- 
ture. I fancy, fays Eugenius, the Sculptors er 
‘ that 
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efit age had the fame relifh as a Greck Prieft that 


was buying fome religious pictures at Venice, Among 
others he was fhown a noble piece of Titian. ‘The 
Prieft baving well furvey’d it, was very much 
fcandalized at the extravagance of the relief, as 
he termed it. You know, fays he, our religion 
forbids all idolatry: We admit of no Images but 
fuch as are drawn ona {mooth furface: The figure 
you have here fhown me, ftands fo much out ta 
the eye, that I would no fooner fuffer it in my 
Church than a Statue. I could recommend your 
Greek Priefts, fays Philander, to abundance of ce- 
lebrated Painters on this fide of the 4/ps that would 
not fail to pleafe him. We muft own however, 
that the figures on feveral of our modern Medals 
are raifed and rounded to a very great perfection. 
But if you compare them in this particular with 
the moft finifhed among the ancients, your men 
of art declare univerfally for the latter. 

Cynthio and Eugenius, though they were well 
pleafed with Philander’s difcourfe, were glad how- 
ever to find it at an end: for the-Sun began ta 
gather ftrength upon them, and had pierced the 
fhelter of their walks in feveral places. Philander 
had no fooner done talking, but he grew fenfible 
of the heat himfelf, and immediately propofed to 
his friends the retiring to his lodgings, and getting 
a thicker fhade over their heads. ‘They both of 
them very readily clofed with the propofal, and 
by that means give me an opportunity of finifhing 
my Dialogue. | 
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AND THE 


LVecefity of an AUGMENTATION, 
confidered, 


PREFACE. 


Q ee) ETE Author af the following Ejay has 


sre ier ete to draw into ‘ continued 
5o GX [cheme the whole fate of the ‘prefent 
i oS ay and the iii that Dotee to 
him the°moft proper for bringing it to a happy 
conclufion. a | As 
After having confidered that the French are the 
confiant‘and mof? dangerous enemies to the Britith na= 
tion, and that the danger from them is now greater 
than ever, and ‘will fill increase till their prefent 
Union with Spain be broken, he fets forth the feveral 
advantages which this Union has already given 
France, ‘and taken from Gteat-Britain, in relation 
to the Weft-Indies, the woolen manufaéture, the 
trade of the Levant, and the naval power of the 
two nations. 
He foews how thefe Advantages will fill rife higher 
after a peace, notwithfianding our prefent conque/ts, 
with wuew additions, fhould be confirmed to us, as 
well becanfe the monarchy of Spain would not be 
weakened by fuch conteffions, as becaufe no Guarantee 
could be found fufficient ‘to fecure them ‘tous. For 
which reafons he lays it down as a fixt Rule, that 
no ie 1s to be made without an entire difunion of 
thé French and Spanith Monarchies. * 
- Lhat this may be brought about, “he endeavours 
to prove from the progre[s we have already made 
toward it, and the fucceffes we have purchafed as 
ee ag she 


the prefent war, which are very confiderable if well 


purfued, but of no cg Paps ta ar 
“In order to complete this difunion in which we have 
gone fo far, he would not have us.rely upon exhauft- 
ing the French Treafury, Attempts on the Spanith 
Indies, Defcents on France;~but chiefly upon out-num- 
bering them in troops, France being already drained 
of ber beft fupplies, and the confederates mafters of 
much greater fee for multitude and firength, both 
in men and horfe, and provided with Generals of 
greater fame and abilities. oi Yair jseay. © 
He then. confiders the wrong meafures we have 
hitherto taken in making too {mall levies after a fuc-. 
cefsful campaign, in regulating their number by that 
of the enemies forces, and.hiring them of our confe- 
derates; fhewing at the fame time the inconveniences 
we fuffer from fuch hired troops, and feveral advan- 
tages we might receive from employing thofe of our 
own nation. | ee neers 
He further recommends this augmentation of our 
forces, to prevent the keeping up a fianding body of, 
them in times of Pk to enable us. to make an im-, 
preffion on the Enemy in the prefent pofture of the. 


war, and to fecure ourfelves againft a Prince, who 


is now at the head of a powerful army, and has not 
yet declared bimfelf, pet eee all 


In the laft place, he anfwers by feveral confiderae 


tions thofe two popular objections, That. we furnifh, 
more towards the war than the reft of the Allies, and. 
That we are not ableto contribute more than we do 
already. % ers, oration wishin 48 ae Ve 

Thefe are the moft material heads of the follow- 
ing effay, in which there are many other fubordi- 
nate reflexions that naturally grow out of fo. copious 
a fubject. ‘ oak ee ea 
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STATE of the WAR, 


AND 


The Neceffiry of an Augmentation 
gee jo. “Compre gi = 


Hise HE French are certainly the moft 
eb yn) implacable, and the moft dangerous 


7 T eg] enemies of the Brit nation. Their 
Sf 22) form of government, their teligion, 
Sih aie ¥ their jealoufy of the Britip power, 
bee, ADA pt 


mao OW Ooteee as well as their profecutions of com- 
merce, and purfuits of univerfal Monarchy, will fix 
them for ever in their animofities and averfions to- 
Wards us, and make them catch at ‘all opportu- _ 
nities of fubverting our conititution, deftroying 
our religion, ruining our trade, and finking the 
figure which we make among the nations of 

Von, Ill,  Enrope: 
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Europe: Not to mention the particular ties of 
honour that lie on their prefent King to impofe on 
usa Prince, who mut prove fatal to our country if 
he ever reigns* over us. Pers Lage 

As we ale: thus in\a natural: flate of war, | eed 
may {fo call it, with the French nation; it is our 
misfortune, that they are not only the moft invete- 
rate, but moft formidable of our enemies ; and have 
the greate{t power, as well as the flrongeft inclina- 
tion, to ruin us. No other ftate equals them in the 
force of their fleets and armies, in the nearnefs and 
conveniency of their ‘fituation, and in the/ number. 
of friends and well- withers, which, it is to be feared, 
they have among us. ‘doe : 

For thefe reafons, our wars with France have 
always affected us in our moft tender interefts, 
and concerned us more than thofe we have had 
with any other nation; but I may venture to fay, 
this. Kingdom. was,never: yet engaged in,a war. of 
fo great confequence, as that which now lies up- 
on our hands. Our Alas at ftake, and irretrie- 
vably loft, if we fail of fuccefs. At other times, 
if a war ended ina difhonourable peace, or with 
equal lofs, we could comfort) ourfelves ‘with the’ 
hopes of a more favourable juncture, that might 
fet the balance right, or turn it to our advan- 
tage. We had ftill the profpeét of forming the 
fame alliance, or. perhaps. ftrengthning it with 
new. confederacies, .and by: that means of trying 
our fortune a fecond time, in cafe the -injuftice 
or ambition of the enemy forced us into the field. 
At prefent,: if. we make.a drawn game of: it, or 
procure but moderate. advantages, we are in a 
condition which every Briti/b heart «muft tremble 
at the thought of. There are no fecond trials, 

no 


& ~ 
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no Wars in referve, no knew {chemes of alliance 
to which we can have recourfe. Should the 
French King be able to bear down fuch an united 
force as now makes head again{t him, at a time 
when Spaim affords him no greater affiftance ; 
what will he do when the trade of the Levant. 
lies at his mercy; when the whole kingdom of 
Spain is fupplied with his manufaCtures, ;and the 
wealth of the /ndies flows into his coffers ; and, 
what is yet worfe, when this additional ftrength 
muft arife in all its particulars from a. propor- 
tionable decay in the States that now make war 
upon him? It is no wonder therefore that our late 
King of glorious memory, who, by the confef- 
fion of his greateft enemies, was a Prince that 
perfectly underftood the intereft of Europe, fhould 
in his laft fpeech recommend to his Parliament 
the declaring war againft France in thofe memora- 
ble words: You have yet an opportunity, by Goa’s 
bleffing, to fecure to you and your pofterity the quiet 
enjoyment of your religion and liberties, if you are 
not wanting to yourfelves, but will exert the ancient 
vigour of the Englith nation: but I tell vou plainly, 
my opinion is, if you do not lay held on this occasion, 
you have.noreafon to hope for another. 

We have already a/dreadful proof of the in- ’ 
creafe of power that accrues to France from its 
conjunction with Spain. . So expenfive a war as 
that which the French Monarchy hath been car- 
rying on in fo many and fo remote parts at once, 
muft long fince have drained and exhautfted all its 
fubftance, had there not been. feveral fecret {prings, 
that {welled their treafury from time to time, in 
proportion as the war has funk it. The King’s 

Pes! L 2 coffers 
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-eoffers have been often reduced to the lowef 
‘ebb, but have ftill been feafonably refrefhed by 
frequent and unexpected fupplies from the Spa- 
nifh America. We heat indeed of the arrival but 
-of very few fhips from thofe parts; but as in 
every veffél there is ftowage for immenfe treafures, 
-when-the cargo is pure Bullion, or smerchandife 
of as great a value: fo we find by experience they 
have had fuch prodigious fums of money con- 
. -veyed to them by thefe fecret channels, that they 
have been enabled to pay more numerous armies, 
than they ever had on foot before ; and that at a» 
‘time when their trade fails in all its other branches, — 
and is diftrefled by all’ the arts and contrivances of 
their neighbouring ‘nations. During the laft four 
years, by a modeft computation, there have been 
brought into Bre/f above fix millions of pounds 
fterling in bullion, What then fhall we fuppofe 
wou’d be the éffe&t of this correfpondence with — 
America, might the wealth of thofe parts. come’ 
to them on fquadrons of men of war, and. fleets 
of galeons? if thefe little by-currents, that creep. 
into the country by ftealth, have fo great a force, 
how fhall we ftem the whole torrent, when it 
‘breaks in upon us with its full violence? and this 
certainly will be our cafe, unlefs we find a means © 
to. diflolve the union between France and Spain. 
I have dwelt the longer on this confideration, be- 
-caufe the ~prefent war hath already furnifhed us 
with the experiment, and fenfibly convinced us 
of the increafe of power, which France has received - 
from its intercourfe with the Spanifh Weft-Indies. 
~ Asthere are many who look upon-every thing | 
which they donot actually fee and feel as bare 
vhs ; “probability 


Le 
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probability and fpeculation, I fhall only touch on- 
thofe other reafons of which we have already had 
-fome experience, for our preventing this coalition 
of interefts and defigns in the two monarchies. - 

The Woclen manufaQure is the Briti/h ftrength, 
the ftaple commodity and proper growth of our 
- country; if this fails us, our trade and eftates 
mutt fink together, and all the cafh of the nation 
be confumed on foreign merchandize. The French 
at prefent gain very much upon us in this great 
article of our trade, and fince the acceffion of the 
Spanifo monarchy, fupply with cloth, of their 
own making, the very bett mart. we had in £w- 
- rope. And what a melancholy profpea have we, if 
ever a peace gives them leave to enrich their manu- 
facture with mixtures of Spanijh wool, to multiply 
the hands employed in-it, to improve themfelves in 
all the niceties: of the art, and to vend their wares in 
- thofe places where was the gréateft confumption of 
our woolen works, and the moft confiderable gain 
for the Britis merchant?  Notwithfanding our 
many feafonable recruits from Portugal and our 
plantations, we already complain of our: want of 
bullion ; and muft at laft be reduced to the greateft 
exigencies, if this great fource. be dried up, and: 
our trafick with Spain continue under its prefent 
_difcouragement. 

‘The trade of the Levant muft likewife flourifh 
or decay in our hands, as. we are friends or ene- 
mies of the Spanifh monarchy. | The late con- 
queft of Naples will very little alter the cafe,. 
though Sicily fhould follow the fate of her fifter 
kingdom. The Strait’s mouth is the key of the 
| isda and. will be always in the  pofleffion of 

L 3 thofe. 
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will thrive or languifh in the fame degree as their _ 


a 
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thofe who are Kings of Spain. We: ‘may. bay) 


: 


add, that the fame caufes which -ftraiten the 
Britiph commerce, will naturally ‘enlarge the” 


french ; and that the naval force of either nation © 


commerce gathers or lofes ftrength. And if fo 
powerful and populous a nation as that of France 


ces 


become fuperior,to us by fea, our whole is- loft, 4 
and we are no‘more a people. The confidera- | 


tion of fo narrow a channel betwixt us, of fuch 
numbers of regular troops on the enemies fide, 
of fo fmall a ftanding force on our own, and that 


too in a country deftitute of all fuch forts and— 
ftrong places as might flop the progrefs of a- 
victorious army, hath fomething in it fo terrify- 4 
ing, that one does not care for fetting it in its pro- 


per light. Let it not therefore enter into the Heart 


of arly one that hath the leaft zeal for his religion, - 


or love of liberty, that hath any regard either to 


the honour or fafety of his country, or a well-wifher — 


for his friends or pofterity, to think of a peace with — 
France, till the Spanifh monarchy be entirely torn 
from it, and the houfe of Bourbon difabled from 


ever giving the law to Hurope. 


Let us fuppofe that the French King would | 
grant us the moft advantageous terms we can 
defire ; without the feparation of the two monar=_ 
chies they muft infallibly end in our deftruétion. — 
Should he fecure to us all our prefent acquifi- 
‘tions ? fhould he add-'two or three frontier-towns 
to what we have already in Flanders; fhould he © 
join the kingdoms of Sicily and Sardinia to Mi-— 
lan and Naples; fhould he leave King Charles 
‘in the peaceable pofleflion of Catalonia ; sae 


Fs 
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of the War, Sc. *247 
~ he make over to Great Britain. the. town and har- 
bour of Cadiz, as well as that of Gibralter, and. ct 
the fame time refign his Conquefts in Portugal: it 
would all be of no effect towards the common fafe- 
‘ty of Europe, while the bulk of the Spanih con- 
tinent and the riches of America remain in the pof- 
feffion of the Bourbon family. } 

Boccalini when he weighs the States of Europe 
in his political balance, after having laid France 
in one feale, throws Spaim into the other, which 
wanted but very little of being a counter-poile. 
“The Spaniards upon this, fays he, begun to pro- 
mife themfélves the -honour of the balance, 
reckoning that if Spain of itfelf weighed fo well, 
they could not fail of fuccefs when the feveral 
parts of the monarchy were lumped in the fame 
‘{eale. Their furprife was very great when upon 
the throwing in of Naples théy faw the fcale rife, 
and was greater ftill when they found that Adi/an 
and Flanders had the-fame effet. The truth of 

“it is, thefe parts of the Spanifh monarchy are ra- 
ther for ornament than ftrength. They furnifh 
out Vice-royalties for the .Grandees, and. pots of 
honour for the noble families; but in a time of 
‘war are incumbrances to the main body of the 

kingdom, and, leave it naked and expofed by the 
great number of hands they draw from it to their 
defence. Should we therefore continue. in the 
pofleffion of what we have already made our-< 
 felves mafters, with fuch additions as have been. 

- mentioned, we.fhould .have little. more than the | 
excrefcencies of the Spani/h monarchy. The 

‘ftrength of it will ftill join itfelf to France, and 
‘grow the clofer to it by its difunion from the -reft. 
And in this cafe the oe. which muft arife 

4 # $0 
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to that people from their intimate alliance with the 

" remaining part of the Spani/b dominions, would in 
avery few years not only repair all the damages — 
they have fuftained in the prefent war, but fill the — 
kingdom with more riches than it hath yet had in 
its moft flourifhing periods, = cele Ee eae ik 

: The French King hath often entered on’ feveral 
expenfive projects, on purpofe to diffipate the 
wealth that is continually gathering in his coffers 
in times of peace. He hath employed immenfe 

ums on architecture, gardening, water-works, 
painting, flatuary, and the like, to diftribute his 

‘treafures among. his people, as well as .to hu- 
mour his pleafures and his ambition ; but if he 

once ingroffes the commerce of the Spanifh Indies, 
whatever quantities of gold and filver ftagnate in 
his private coffers, there will be ftill enough to- 
carry on the circulation among his fubje@ts. By 
this means in a fhort fpace of time he may heap 
up greater wealth than all the Princes of eh 
joined together; and in the prefent confti- 

_tution of the world, wealth and power are but | 
different names for the fame thing. Let us there- 
fore fuppofe that after eight or ten years of peace, 

- he hath a mind to infringe any of his treaties, or’ 
invade a neighbouring State;~to ‘revive the pre- 
tenfions of Spain upon Portugal, or attempt the 
taking thofe places which were granted us for 
our fecurity 5 what refiftance, what oppofition 
can we make to fo formidable an enemy ? Should 
the fame alliance rife againft-hinr that is now in 
war with him, what could we hope for from it, 
at a time when the States engaged in it will be 
comparatively weakened, and the enemy who is 

gn | ei how 


' F x 


< 


-now able to keep'them at a ftand, will have re- 


ceived fo many new acceffions of ftrength ? 

But I think it is not to be imagined that im 
fuch a conjuncture as we here fuppofe, the fame 
confederates, or any other of equal force, could 
be prevailed upon to join their arms, and endea- 


'vour at the pulling down fo exorbitant a power. 


Some might be brought into his interefts by money, . 
others drawn over by fear, and thofe that are- 
liable to neither of thefe impreffions, might not think 

their own intereft fo much concerned as in the~ 


-prefent war; or if any appeared in a difpofition to 


enter into fuch a confederacy, they might be crufhed: 
feparately before they could concert meafures for: 
their mutual defence. __ | 
The -keeping together . of the’ prefent alliance: 
can be afcribed to nothing elfe but the clear and: 
evident convictioh which every member of it is: 
under, that if it fhould once break without hav-- 
ing had. its effect, they can never hope. for ano-- 
ther opportunity of reuniting, or of prevailing by- 


all the joint efforts of fuch an union. Let us- 


therefore. agree on this as a fixt rule, and»an in-- 
violable maxim, never to lay down our arms: 
againft France, till we have utterly disjoined her 
from the Spani/h monarchy. Let this be the firft 
ftep of a public treaty, the bafis of a general: 
peace. — : pias 

Had the prefent war indeed run againft us, and’ 
all our attacks upon. the enemy been vain, it. 
mizht look like a degree of frenzy, or a mixture: 


_ impracticable an undertaking. But on the-contrary,. 


we have already done a. great part of-our work,. 
and. are come within view of the end that: we: 
eg. | have: 


, 


o 


of obftinacy and defpair, to»be determined. on fo. . 


co 
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have been fo long driving at. We remain viéto- — 
rious’ in all the feats of war. In Flanders we — 


have got into our hands feveral open countries, 
rich towns, and fortified places, We have dri- 
ven the enemy out of all- his alliances, difpoffefied 
him. of his {trong holds, and ruined ‘his allies. in 
Germany. We have not only recovered what 
the beginning of the war had taken from us, but 
poffefled ourfelves of the kingdom of Naples, the 
dutchy of Adilan, and the avenue of France sin 
ltaly. The Spanifh war hath given usa haven for 


‘our fhips, and the moft populous and wealthy 
province of that kingdom. In fhort, we have ta- — 
ken all the outlying parts of the Spanz/b monar- _ 


chy, and made impreffions upon the very heart of 
it. We have beaten the French from all their ad- 
vanced pofts in Europe, and driven them into their 


laft intrenchments. One vigorous pufh on all-fides, — 


one general aflault will force the enemy to cry out 
for quarter, and furrender themfelves at difcretion. 
Another Blenheim or Ramillies will make the con- 


federates mafters of their own terms, and arbitra-_ 
tors of a peace. 


But notwithftanding the advantages already 
gained are very confiderable if we purfue them, 


~ they will be of no effect unlefs we improve 


them towards the carrying of our main point. 
The enemy ftaggers;. if you follow your blow, 


he falls at yout feet; but if you allow him refpite, — 


he will recover his ftrength, and come upon you 
with greater fury. We have given him feveral 


repeated. wounds that have enfeebled him, and 
brought him low; but they are fuch as time will 
heal, unlefs you take advantage from his prefent 


weaknefs to redouble your attacks upom him, 
tee va bea sy) 


! 
: 
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~-It was a celebrated part in Ce/ar’s charagter, and 


what comes home to our prefent. purpofe, that he 


thought nothing at all was done, while any thing 
_remained undone. In fhort, we have been tugging 


a great while againft the ftream, and have almoit 
weathered our point; a ftretch or two more will 


_ do the work ; but~if inftead of that we flacken 


our -arms, and drop our oars, we fhall be hurried 


it into his own hands. 


back in a moment to the place from whence we 
Airft fet out. 


- After having feen the neceflity of an entire fepa- 


ration of the kingdoms of France and Spain, our 


fubject naturally leads us into the confideration of 


‘the moft proper means for effeCting it. 


We have a great while flattered ourfelves with 


the profpect of reducing France to our own terms 


by the want of money among the people, and the 


-exigencies of the public treafury ; but have been | 
till difappointed by the great fums imported from 
America, and the many new. expedients which the 
Court hath found out for its relief. A long con- 
-fumptive war-is more likely to: break the grand 


alliance, than difable France from maintaining fuf- 
ficient armies to oppofe it. An arbitrary govern- | 
ment will never want money fo long as the people — 
have it; and fo a¢tive a people will always have 
it, whilft they can fend what merchandifes they 
pleafe to Mexico and Peru. Vhe French fince 
their alliance with Spain keep thirty fhips in con- 
ftant motion between the weltern ports of France 


‘and the fouth feas of America... The King himfelf 


is an adventurer in..this traffic, dnd befides the 
fhare that he receives out of the gains .of his fub- 
jects, has immenfe fums that Gome directly from 


We 
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“We may further confider, that the French fince: 
their abandoning Bavaria and Italy have very 
much retrenched the expence of the war, and lay 
out among themfelves all the money that is con- | 

farriedin eres aati eer ohne Demian ane 
Many are of opinion, that the moft probable 
way of bringing France to reafon would be by 
the making an attempt upon the Spani/hh We/t- 
‘Indies, and by that means to cut off all’ commu- 
nication with this great fource of riches, or turn. 
the current of it into our own country. This 
J muft confefs  carriés fo promifing an appear- 
ance, that I would by no mans difcourage the 
attempt : but at the fame time I think it fhould be 
a collateral projeét rather than our principal de- 
fign. Such an undertaking (if well concerted and 
put into good hands) would be of infinite advantage | 
‘to the common caufe: but certainly an enterprife 
that carries in it the fate of Europe, fhould not 
‘turn upon the uncertainty of winds and waves, 
and be’ liable to all the accidents that may befal a 
naval expedition. die Te Oe 
Others there are that have long deceived them- 
felves.with the hopes of an infurrection in France, 
and are therefore for laying out all our ftrength 
on adefcent. “Thefe I think, do not enough 
confider the natural love which the grofs of 
mankind have -for the conftitution of their fa- 
thers. A man that is not enlightened by travel 
er reflexion,’ grows as fond ‘of arbitrary power, 


_ to which he hath been ufed from his infancy, 


as of cold climates, or barren countries in which 
he hath been born and bred. Befides, there is a 
kind of fluggifh refignation, as well as poornefs 

and degeneracy of fpirit, in a ftate of flavery, 
ah that 


‘that we meet with but very few who will be 
at the pains or danger of recovering themfelves 
out of it; as we find in hiftory inftances of per- 
fons who after their prifons have been flung open, 
‘and their fetters ftruck off, have chofen rather to 
languifh in their dungeons, than ftake their mifer- 
ablé lives and fortunes upon the fuccefs of a revolu- 
tion. J need not inftance the general fate of de-. 
~fcents, the difficulty of fupplying* men and _provi- 
fions by fea againit an enemy that hath both at 
hand, and without which it is impoffible to: fecure 
thofe conquefts that are often made in the firft on- 
fets of an invafion. For thefe and other réafons I 
can never approve the nurfing up commotions and 
infurre€tions in the enemy’s country, which for 
want of the neceflary fupport are likely to end 
“in the maflacre-of our friends and the ruin of their 

~ families. i 
’ The only means therefore for bringing France 
- to our conditions, and what appears to me, in all 
human probability, a fure and infallible expe+ 
dient, is to throw in multitudes upon them, and: 
overpower them with numbers. Would the con- 
federacy exert itfelf as much to annoy the enemy, 
as they themfelves do for their defence, we might 
bear them down with the weight of our armies, 
and in one fummer overfet the whole power of 
France. = Ne ae 
_ The French monarchy is already exhaufted’ of 
its beft and braveft fubjeéts). The flower of the 
nation is confumed in its wars: the ftrength of - 
their armies confifts at prefent of fuch as. have 
faved themfelves by flight from fome or other of 
the victorious confederates; and the only proper 
perfons to recruit them are but the refule of thofe 
| ‘who 
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who have been already, picked: out forthe fervice. 
Marefchal de Vauban, though infinitely partial in 
his calculations of the power of France, reckons 
that the number of its inhabttants was two mil- 
lions lefs at the peace of Ry/wrck, than in the be- 
ginning of the war that was there concluded: and 
though »that war continued nine years, ands this 
hath as yet lafted but fix, yet confidering that their 
armies are more {trong and numerous; that there 
hath been much more action in the prefent wars 
and that their lofies fuftained in it have -been very 
extraordinary ; we may, by a. moderate computa- 
‘tion, fuppofe, that the, prefent war hath not. been - 
lefS prejudicial than the toregoing one in the ravage 
_-which it has made among the people. ‘There is in ~ 
France {o great a difproportion between the num- 
--ber of males and females ; and.among the former, 
between thofe who are capable of bearing arms, 
and fuch as are too young, fickly, or decrepit for. 
the fervice; and at the fame time fuch vaft num-. 
bers of Ecclefiafiics, fecular and religious, whe 
live upon the labours.of others, that when the fe- 
veral trades and profeffions are fupplied, you will 
find molt of thofe that are. proper for war abfo- 
— dutely neceflary for filling up the laborious part of 
life and carrying on the. underwork of the nation. 
They have already contributed all their fuperfluous 
hands, and every new levy they make muft be at 
the expence of their farms and: vineyards, their 
manufactures and commerce. Ne ae 
On the contrary, the grand Alliance have in- 
numerable fources. of recruits, not. only in Bri- 
tain and Ireland, the United Provinces, and. Flan- 
ders; but in all the populous parts of Germany 
that have iittle trade or manufactures, in. propor- 
tion 
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tion to the number of their inhabitants. We may 


add, that the French have only Switzerland, be-— 


fides their own country, to recruit in; and we 


know the difficulties. they meet .with in getting ~ | 


thence a fingle regiment : whereas the Allies have . 
not enly the fame refource, but may be fupplied 


for money from Denmark and other neutral States. - 


In fhort the Confederates may bring to the field 
what forces they pleafe, if they will be at the charge — 


of them: but France, let her wealth be what it will, 
smuft content herfelf with the product of her own 


country. 

The French are ftill in greater ftraits for fupplies 
of horfe than men. The breed of their country is 
neither fo good nor numerous as what are to be found 
in moft of the countries of the Allies. They had 
Jaft fummer about threefcore thoufand in their feve- 
ral armies, and could not perhaps bring into the 
field thirty thoufand more, if they were difpofed to 


.make fuch an augmentation. 


The French horfe_are not only few, but weak 
in comparifon of ours. Their cavalry in the 
battle of Blenheim could not fuftain the fhock of 
the Briti/b horfe. For this reafon our late way | 
of attacking their troops fword in hand is very 
much to the advantage of our nation, as our men 
are more robuft, and our horfes of a ftronger 
make than the French; and in fuch attacks it is. 
the weight of the forces, fuppofmg equal courage 


and conduct, that will always carry it. The i 


Englifo ftrength turned very much to account in 
our wars againft the French of old, when we ufed 
to gall them with our long bows, at a greater di- 
flance than they could fhoot their arrows; this 
advantage. we loft upon the invention of Hee 

ul 
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but by the prefent methed our ftrength as. well Ac 
bravery -may again be of ufe to us in the day of | 
battle. +N ee 3 ae 
~ We have very great encouragement to fend 
what numbers we are able into the field, becaufe 
our Generals at prefent are fuch as are likely to 
make the beft ufe of them, without throwing 
them away on any frefh attempts or ill-concert- 
ed projects. The Confederate armies have the — 
happinefs of being commanded by perfons who . 
are efteemed the greateft leaders of the prefent 
age, and are perhaps equal to any that have pre- 
ceded them. Thére is a fort of refemblance in. 
their characters; a particular fedatenefs in their 
converfation and behaviour, that qualifies them 
for council, with a great intrepidity and refolu-_ 
tion that fits them for action. They are all of 
them men of concealed fire, that doth not break 
out with noife and heat in the ordinary circum- - 
{tances of life; but fhews itfelf fufficiently in all- 
great enterprifes that require it. It is true the. 
General upon the Rime hath not had the fame 
occafions as the others to fignalize himfelf; but 
if we confider the great vigilance, activity and 
courage, with the confummate prudence, and the 
‘nice fenfe of honour which appears in that Prince’s 
character, we have great reafon to hope, that asv 
he purchafed the firft fuccefs in the prefent war, 
“by forcing into the fervice of the Confederates : 
an army that was raifed againft them in the very 
Reart of the Empire, he will give one of the f- © 
nifhing ,ftrokes to it, and: help to conclude the — 
great work which he fo happily begun. The fud- 
‘den check that he gave to the French army the — 
laft campaign, and the good order he eftablifhed — 
‘ ; an. 
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“in that of the Germans, look like happy prefages 
' of what we may expeé& from his conduct. I fhall 
“not pretend to give any charaéter of the Generals 
~ @n the enemies fide ; but I think we may fay this, 


that in the eyes of their own nation they are infe- 
rior to feveral that have formerly commanded the 


- French armies. If then we have greater numbers 


than the French, and at the fame time better Ge- | 
nerals, it muft be our own fault if we will not 


- reap the fruit of fuch advantages. — 


-It would be lofs of time to explain any farther our 


 fuperiority to the enemy in numbers of men and 


horfe. We fee plainly that we have the means in our 
hands, and that nothing but the application of them 
is wanting. Let.us only confider what ufe the ene- 
my would make of the advantage we have men- 


tioned, ifit fell on their fide ; and is it not very firange 


‘that we fhould not be as active and induftrious for 


our fecurity, as -they would certainly be for 


our deftruGtion? But before we confider more di- 
fin@ly the method we ought to take in the profe- 


Cution of the war, under this particular view, let us 
reflect a little upon thofe we have already taken in 
the courfe of it for thefe fix years paft. 7 

‘The Allies after a fuccefsful fummer ate too 
apt, upon the ftrenzth of it, to neglect their pre- 


' parations for - the enfuing campaign, while the 


french \eave no art ‘nor ftratagem untried to fill 
up the empty fpaces of their armies, and {well 


them to an equal bulk with thofe of the Confede- 


“-rates. “By this ‘means our advantage is loft, and. 
the fate of Europe brought to a fecond decifion. 


“expect a very indifferent year after a very fuccefs- 


It is now become an objervation, that we are to 


ful: 
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ful one. Blenheim was followed by a fummer that 
makes no noife in the war. Ramillies, Turin, and 
Barcelona, were the parents of our laft campaign. 50 
many dreadful blows alarmed the enemy, and raifed 
their whole country up in arms. Had we on our 
fide made proportionable preparations, the war by 
_ this time had been brought to a happy iffue. — If af- 
ter having gained the great victories of Blenherm and 
_ Ramillies,, we had made the fame efforts as we 
fhould have done had we loft them, the power of 
«France.could not have withftood us... ©. 
In the beginning of the winter we ufually get 

what intelligence we can of the force which the 
enemy intends to employ in the campaigns of the 
fucceeding year, and immediately calt about for a 
fufficient number of troops to face them in the 
field of battle. This, I muft confefs, would be 
a good method if we were engaged in a defen- 

five war. We might maintain our ground wit 
an equal number. of forces; but our bufinefs is 
not only to fecure what we are already in pof- 
_feffion. of; we are to wreft the whole Spanz/b 
Monarchy out of the hands of the enemy; and 
in order to it, to work our way into the heart 
of his country by dint of arms, We fhould there- 
fore put forth all our ftrength, and without -hav- 
ing an eye to his preparations, make-the greateft 
pufh that we are able on our own fide. We 
are told that the enemy at prefent thinks of raifing 
threefcore thoufand men for the next fummer 3, if 
we regulate our levies in that view, we do no- 
_ thing ; let us perform our utmoft, as they do, and 
we fhall overwhelm them with our . multitudes. 
‘We have it in our power at leaft to be four times 
; as 


t 
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as {trong as the French, but-if ten men are in war 


with forty, and the latter detach only an equal 
umber to, the engagement, what benefit do they 


receive from their fuperiority ? ~ 
ft feems therefore to be the bufinefs of the Con- 


“fedcrates to turn to their advantage their apparent 


odds in men and horfe ; and by that means to out- 


- number the enemyin all rencountérs and engagements, 


For the fame reafon it muft be for the intereit of the 


Allies to feek all opportunities of battle, becaufe all 
-lofles on the oppofite fide are made up with inf- 


nitely more difficulty than on ours; befides that the 
French do their bufinefs by lying ftill, and have no 


other concern in the war than to hold faft what they 


have already got into their hands. 

The mifcarriage of the nobleft project that ever 
was formed in Europe, can be afcribed to no- 
thing elfe but our want of numbers in the feveral 
quarters of the war. If ovr armies on all fides 


“had begun to bufy and infult the enemy, at the 
fame time that the forces marched out of P7e- 
mont, Toulon had been at prefent in the hands of 

the Duke of Savoy. But could that Prince ever 

_ have imagined that the French would have been 

at liberty to detach whole armies againft- him? 


or will it appear credible to pofterity, that in a 


war carried on by the joint force of fo many 


populous and powerful nations, france could 
fend fo great a part of its troops to one feat of 


“the war,- without fuffering in any of the_reft ? 


Whereas it is well known, that if the Duke of 


_ Savey had continued before Toulon eight days 


longer, he had been attacked by an army of fixty 
thoufand men, which ‘was more than double the 
number 
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number of his own; and yet the enemy was ftrong: 
enough every where elfe to prevent the Confederates. 
from making any impreffion upon them. However, — 
Jet us fall into the right meafures, and we may 
hope that the ftroke is only deferred. The Duke: 
ef Savey hath fecured a pafiage into Dauphiny, and 
if the Allies make fuch efforts in’ all parts, as we 
_ may reafonably expect from them, that Prince may. ° 
fill make himfelf Mafter of the french dominions on. 
the other fide of the Rhone. = 
There is another part of our conduct which 
may perhaps deferve to be confidered. As foon 
as we have agreed with the States-General upon 
any augmentation of our forces, we immediate- 
ly negotiate with fome or other of the German: 
Princes, who are in the fame confederacy, to fur- 
nifh. out our quota in Mercenaries. This may. be 
doubly prejudicial to the alliance ;. Firft, as it may 
have an ill influence on the -refolutions of thofe 
Princes in the Diet of the Empire, who may be: 
willing to fettle as fmall a quota as they can 
for themfelves, that they may have more troops. 
to hire out ; .and.in the next place, as it. may 
hinder them from contributing the whole quota. 
which ‘they have fettled. This actually happen- 
ed in the laft campaign, when we are told the 
Germans excufed themfelves for their want of 
_ troops upon the Rdine, as having already put moft 
of their forces into the Briti/b and Dutch fervice. 
such an excufe, indeed, is. very unjuft, but it 
would be better to give them. no occation of mak- 
ing it; and on fuch occafions to confider. what men 
are apt to do, as well as what they may do with 

reafon.. . bg ne 
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It might therefore be for our advantage that all. 
the foreign troops in the Briti/h pay fhould be raifed 
in neutral countries, Switzerland in particular, if | 
timely applied to, might be of great ufe tous; not — 
only in refpect of the reinforcements which we 
might draw from thence, but becaufe fuch adraught. 
of forces would leffen the number of thofe that might 
otherwife be employed in the French fervice. “The. 
Avulk of our levies fhould neverthelefs be raifed in our 
own country, it being impoffible for neutral States 
to furnifh both the Brith and Dutch with a fuf- 
ficient’ number of effeftive men ; befides that the 
Britifh foldiers wiil be more at the difpofal of 
their General, and aét with greater vigour under 
the conduct of one for whom they have fo jufta 
value, and whom they do not confider only as their 
leader, but as their countryman. We may like- 
wife fuppofe that the foldiers of a neutral ftate, who 
are not animated: by any national intereft, cannot 
fight for pay with the fame ardour and alacrity, as 
men that fight for their Prince and Country, their 
‘wives and children. he 
It may likewife be -worth while to confider 
whether the military Genius of the Engli/b nation 
may not fali by degrees, and become inferior to 
that of our neighbouring ftates, if it hath no oc- 
cafion to exert itfelf. Minds that are altogether 
fet on trade and profit, often contract a certain 
narrownefs of temper, and at length become 
uncapable of great and generous _ refolutions. 
Should the French ever make an unexpected de- 
feent upon us, we might want foldiers of our 
own growth to rife up in our defence ; and might 
mot have time to draw a fufficient number of 
“troops 


~ 


PSS CRS es a ies 

ve ; cit , ves i 
% 4 ‘ i 

ee + Me 


260: . The Prefent State. = 


troops to our relief from the remote corners of — 
Germany. It is generally faid, that if King - 
Charles U1. had made war upon France in the be- — 
sinning of his reign, he might have conquered it by 
the many veterans which were {cattered up and down 
this kingdom, and had been inured. to fervice in _ 
the civil wars. It is to be hoped we fhall never have 
fuch another nurfery of foldiers; but if the prefent 
war gives a more military turn to all other nations- 
of Europe, than to our own, it is to be feared we . 
may lofe in ftrength, what we gain in number. 
‘We may apply the fame confideration nearer home. | 
Tf all our levies are made in. Scotland or Ireland, 
_ may not thofe two parts of the Briti/b monarchy, 
after the disbanding of the prefent army, be too ~ 
powerful for the reft, in cafe of a revolt? though, 
God be thanked, we are not in any danger of one 
at prefent. However, as thefe confiderations do not’ 
-concern the more effential part of our defign, it is 
fufficient to have mentioned them. _ i 

The fparing of ourfelves in fo important a” 
conjuncture, when. we have but this fingle-op- _ 
portunity left for the preférving every thing that — 
is precious among{t us, is the worft fort of ma- 
nagement that we can poffibly fall into. “The good 
husbandry of one age may intail an endlefs expence 
upon all pofterity. We muft venture the facri- 
ficing a part of our lives and fortunes at prefent, 
if ‘we will effectually fecure both for the future, — 
The Britifh Kingdom is fo well ftock’d with’ — 
people, and fo much abounds in horfe, that we — 
have power enough in our own hands, did we 
make our utmoft ufe of it, to humble France, — 
and in a campaign or two to put anend to the war, 
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‘There is not a more difagreeable thought to the 
people of Great Britain than that of a flanding ar- 
my. But if a peace be made before the difunion 
of France and Spain, there are few, perhaps, that 
will not think the maintaining a ‘fettled body of 
numerous forces indifpenfable for the fafety of 
‘our country. We have it therefore in our choice 
to raife fuch a, ftrong reinforcement of ‘'trobps' as 
at prefent may be fufficient, in conjun@ion with 
thofe of the allies, for breaking the ftrength of the’ 
enemy; or when the peace is concluded, to keep: 
on foot fuch an army as will be necéflary for pre-- 
venting his attempts upon us. . pias s 

It is to be hoped that thofe who would be the 
moft zealous againft keeping up a conftant body of 
regular troops after a general: peace, will the moft 
diftinguifh themfelves for the promoting an augmen. 
tation of thofe which are now on foot; and by that: 
mieans take care that. we fhall not ftand in need of ' 
fuch an expedient. 

“We are indeed obliged by the prefent fituation’ 
of our affairs to bring more troops into the field 
than we have yet done. As the French ate retired — 
within’ their lines, and have colleéted all. their 
firength inte a narrow compafs; we muft have’ 
greater numbers to charge them in their intrench- 
ments, and force them to a battle. We faw the 
laft campaign that an army of fourfcore thoufand 
of the beft troops in Europe, with the Duke of 
Marlborough at the head ‘of them, could do nos 
thing againft an enemy that were too numerous to 
be aflaulted in their camps, or attacked in their 
{trong holds. | 

There is another confideration which deferves 
our utmoft attention. We know very well, 

* that 
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that there is a Prince at the head of a powerful ar- 
my, who may give a turn to the war, in which , 
we are engaged, if he thinks fit to fide with 
either party. I cannot prefume to guefs how far 


our minifters may be informed of his defigns : but 


unlefs they have very ftrong aflurances of his. 


falling in with the grand alliance, or not oppofing 


it, they.cannot be too circumfpe&t and fpeedy in 


taking their precautions againft any contrary re- 
folution. We fhall be unpardonable, if after fuch 
‘an expence of blood and treafure, we leave it in 
the power of* any fingle Prince to command a 
peace, and make us accept what conditions he 
thinks fit. It is certain, according to the pofture 


of our affairs in the laft campaign, this Prince . 
could have turn’d thé. balance.on either fide ;_ 
but it is to be hoped the liberties of Ewrope will | 


- not depend any more on the determination of 
one man’s will. I do not fpeak this becaufe [ 


think there is any appearance of that Prince’s unit- - 


ing himfelf to France. On the contrary, as he 
hath an extraordinary zeal for the reformed re- 


ligion, and great fentiments of honour, I think 1f: 


is. not improbable we fhould draw him over to the 
confederacy, if we prefs him to it by proper mo- 


tives. His love for religion, and his fenfe of glory, » 
will both have their effe€t on a Prince who hath. 


already diftinguifhed himfelf by being a patron of 


proteftants, and guarantee of the Wc/tphalian trea- 
ty. And if his intereft.bath any part in_his acti- | 
ons, the allies may. make him greater offers than 


the French King can do in the prefent conjun- 


Gture. . There are larger extents of dominion in- 


’ the forfeited principalities of the Empire ;  doubt- 
ful fucceffions, to which the King of Sweden feems 


a 


to 
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to have very juft pretenfions ; and at the fame time 
a great title not yet difpofed of, and a feat of war on — 
the AMofelle, where none of our generals have figna- 
lized themfelves. It would be prefumption to be par- 
ticular in any propofals on fuch an occafion ; it is 
enough to have fhewn in general, that there are 
fair opportunities, of which the wifdom of the con- 
federates may make ufe. | | 
Common fenfe will dire& us, when we fee fo 
warlike a prince at the head of fo great an army ho- 
vering on the borders of our confederates, either to 
obtain his friendfhip, or fecure ourfelves againft the 
force of his arms. We are fure, whatever numbers 
of troops we raife, we fhall have no hands but 
what will turn to account. Nay, we are certain, 
that extraordinary funds and augmentations for one 
or two campaigns may {pare us the expence of ma- ~ 
ny years, and put an end to taxes and levies for a 
whole age ; whereas a long parfimonious war will 
drain us of more men and money, and in the end 
may prove ineffectual. : 

There is ftill a great popular objeCtion, which will 
be made to every thing that can be urged on this 
fubje&. And indeed it is fuch a one as falls fo 
much in with the prejudices and little paffions of 
the multitude, that when it is turned and fet off 
to advantage by ill-defigning men, it throws a 
damp on the public fpirit of the nation, and gives 
a check to all generous refolutions for its honour and 
fafety. In fhort, we are to be told, that England. 
contributes much more than any other of the 
Allies, and that therefore it is not reafonable fhe 
fhould make any addition to her prefent efforts. 
If this were true in fact, I do not fee any tolerable 
colour for fucha conclufion. Suppofing among a 

Vou. Il. ee miultie 
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multitude embarked in the fame veflel, there are 
feveral that in the fury of a tempeft will rather 
perifh than work for their prefervation ; would it. 
not be madnefs in the reft to ftand idle, and ra-— 
ther choofe to fink together than do more than 
comes to their fhare? Since we-are engaged’ in a 
work fo abfolutely neceflary for our welfare, the 
remifsnefs of our Allies fhould be an argument for’ 
us to redouble cur endeavours rather than flacken 
them. If we muft govern ourfelves by example, 
Jet. us rather imitate the vigilance and activity of 
the common enemy, than the fupinenefs and neg- 
licence of our friends. on ° 
We have indeed a much greater fhare in the 
war than any other part-of the confederacy. The 
French King makes at us directly, keeps a King’ 
by him to fet over us, and hath very lately aug- 
mented the falary of his court, to let us fee how 
much he hath that defign at his heart. Few of 
the nations in war with him, fhould they ever fall’ 
into his hands, would lofe their religion or form 
of government, or interfere at prefent with him in 
matters of commerce. The Dutch, who are like- 
ly to be the greateft lofers after the Britons, have 
but little trade to the Levant in. comparifon with 
ours, have no confiderable plantations or commerce’ 
in the Weft-Indies, or any woolén-manufaCtures 
for Spain; not to mention the ftrong barrier they 
have already purchafed between france and their 
own country. + Port 
But after all, every nation in the the confedera- 
cy makes the fame complaint, and fancies itfelf 
the greateft fufferer by the war. Indeed in fo 
common a preffure, let the weight be never fo 
equally diftributed, every one will be moft ae 
| . eA 
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of that part which lies on his own fhoulders. We 
furnith, without difpute, more than any other branch 
of the Alliance : but the queftion is, whether others 
do not exert themfelves in proportion according to 
their refpective ftrength. The Emperor, the King 
of Pruffia, the Eleétor of Hanover, as well as the 
States of Holland and the Duke of Savay, feem at 
leaft to come up tous. The greateft powers in Gere 
many are borrowing money where they can get it, in 
order to maintain their {tated Quota’s, and go thorough | 
their part of the expence: and if any of the Cir- 
cles have been negligent, they have paid for it much 
more in their late contributions, than what would 
have furnifhed out their fhares in the common 
charges of the war. an | 

There are others who will obje@ the poverty. 
of the nation, and the difficulties it would find 
in furnifhing greater fupplies to the war than it 
doth at preient. ‘I’o this we might anfwer; that 
if the nation were really as poor as this objection 
makes it, it fhould be an argument for enforcing 
rather than diminifhing our prefent efforts againft 
France. The finking our taxes for a few years 
would be only a temporary relief, and in a little 
time occafion far greater impofitions, than thofe 


which are now laid upon us. | Whereas the feafon- 
able expence of part of our riches, will not only . 
preferve the reft; but by the right ufe of them pros 
cure yaft additions to our prefent ftock. It may be 
neceflary for a perfon Janguifhing under an ill habit 
of body to lofe feveral ounces of blood, notwithftand- 
ing it will weaken him for atime, in order to put a 
new ferment into the remaining mafs, and draw it 
into frefh fupplies, 

M2 But 
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But we can by no means make this conceffion, to 


thofe who fo induftrioufly publifh the nation’s po- 


verty. Our country is not only rich, but abounds 


jn wealth much more than any other of the fame ex- 
tent in Europe. France, notwithftanding the good- 
ne(s of its climate, the fertility of its foil, the multitude 
of its inhabitants, its convenient harbours, both for 
the Ocean and Mediterranean, and its prefent corre- 
fpondence with the Weft-Indies, is not _to compare 
with Great-Britain in this particular. I fhall tran- 
feribe word for word the paflage of a late celebrated 

French Author, which will lay this matter in its full 
light; and leave the Reader to make the counter- 
part of the parallel between the two nations. 

« According to all the inquiries that I have been 
« able to make during feveral years, in which I 
«* have applied myfelf to this fort of remarks, 
<< T have obferved, that about a tenth part of the 
<¢ people of this kingdom are®reduced to beggary, 
« and are actual beggars. That among the nine 
« other parts, five are not in a condition to give 
«<< alms or relief to thofe aforementioned, being 
<* very near reduced themfelves to the fame mife- 
 yable condition. Of the four other remaining 
“© parts, three are very uneafy in their circum ftan- 
<é ces, and embarrafled with debts and law-fuits. 
«< Tn the tenth part, I reckon the Soldiers, Law- 
«« yers, Lcclefiaftics, Merchants and fubftantial 
<< Citizens, which cannot make up more than a 
« fundred thoufand families, And I believe I 
« fhould not be miftaken, if I fhould fay, that 
<< there are not above ten thoufand of thefe fami- 
&¢ lies, who are very much at their eafe: and if 
66 out of thefe ten thoufand we fhould take the 
; &6 men 
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_ © men that are employed in public bufinefs, with | 
“¢ their dependents and adherents, as alfo thofe whonr 
*¢ the King fupports by his bounty, with a few 
Merchants, the number of thofe who remain will 
‘* be furprifingly little. Dixme Royale. , 
What a dreadful account is this of nineteen mil- 
lions of People ; for fo many the author reckons in 
that kingdom. How can we fee fuch a multitude of 
fouls caft under fo many fubdivifions of mifery with- 
out reflecting on the abfurdity of a form of govern- 
ment that facrifices the eafe and happinefs of fo ma- 
ny reafonable Beings to the glory of one of their fel- 
low-creatures? But this is not our affair at prefent. 
If we run over the other nations of Europe that 
have any part in» the prefent war, we hall only 
pafs through fo many different fcenes of poverty. 
Spain, Portugal, and Savoy are reduced to great 
_eXtremities. Germany is exhaufted to the laft de- 
gree in many parts of it, and in others plundered 
of all fhe had left. Holland indeed flourifhes above 
the reft in wealth and plenty: but if we confider 
the infinite induftry and penurioufnefs of that people, 
the coarfenefs of their food and raiment, — their 
Kittle indulgences of pleafure and excefs, it is no. 
wonder that notwithftanding they furnifh as great 
taxes as their neighbours, they make a better 
figure under them. Ina eommon-wealth there are - 
not fo many overgrown eftates as in monarchies, 
the wealth of the country is fo equally diftributed, 
that moft of the community are at their eafe, 
though few are placed in- extraordinary points of 
fplendor and magnificence, But notwithftanding* 
thefe circumftances may very much contribute to 
the feeming profperity of the United Provinces, 
DHE M 3 we: 
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we know they are indebted many millions more 
than their whole republic is worth, and if we con- 
fider the variety of taxes and impofitions they groan 
under at a time when their private diffenfions run _ 
high, and fome of the wealthieft parts of the govern. 
ment refufe to bear their fhare in the public expence, 
we fhall not think the condition of that people fo | 
much to be envied as fome amongft us would wil- 
lingly reprefent it. | | 
Nor is Great Britain only rich as fhe ftands in 
comparifon with other States, but is really fo in 
her own intrinfic wealth. She had never more fhips 
at fea, greater quantities of merchandife in her ware- 
houfes, larger receipts of cuftoms, or more numerous 
commodities rifing out of her, manufactures than fhe 


thas at prefent. In fhort, fhe fits in the midft-of a 


mighty affluence of all the neceflaries and conye- 
niences of life. If our filver and gold diminifhes, 
our public credit continues unimpaired, and if we 
are in want of bullion, it lies in our own. power t@ 
fucely ovrelyes. “The old Rages Cocperaly when 
he heard his army cemplain of thirit, fhewed 


them the fprings and rivers that lay behind the 
enemy’s camp, It is our own-cafe: the rout of a 
Spanifh army would make us matters of the Indies. 
df Prince Eugene takes upon him the command 
of the confederate forces in Catalonia, and, meets 
with that fupport from the alliance which they are 
capable of giving him, we haye a fair profpect of 
reducing Spain to the intire obedience of thé houfe 
of Aujiriq, The Silefan fund (to the immortal 
reputation of thofe generous patriots who were 
concerned in it) enabled that Prince to make a 
congquelt of /iay, at a time when our affairs were 
oe tae more 


- 
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more defperate there, than they are at prefent in 
the kingdom of Spain. a 

When our Parliament has done their utmoft, ano- 
ther public-fpirited project of the fame nature, which 
the common enemy could not forefee nor prepare 
againft, might in all probability fet King Charles 
upon the throne for which he hath fo long contend- 
ed. QOne pitched battle would determine the fate 
of the Spanif/h.continent, ) 
Let us therefore exert the united ftrength of our 
whole Ifland, and by that means put a new life 
and fpirit into the confederates, who have their eyes 
fixed upon us, and will abate or increafe their pre- 
parations according to the example that is fet them. 
We fee the neceffity of an augmentation if we intend 
to bring the enemy to reafon, or refcue our coun- 
try from the miferies that may befal it; and we 
find ourfelves in a condition of making fuch an 
‘augmentation as, by the bleffing of God, cannot 
but prove effectual. If wecarry it on vigoroufly, we 
fhall gain for ourfelvesand our pofterity a long, 2 gio- 
rious, and a lafting-peace ; but if we neglect fo fair 
an opportunity, we may be willing to employ all 
our hands, and all our treafures, when it will be 
too late; and fhall be tormented with one of the 
moft melancholy reflexions of an affli€ted heart, 
That it was once in our power to have made ours 
felves and our children happy. » 
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I, General divifion of the following difcourfe, with 
regard to Pagan and Jewilh Authors, who men- 
tion particulars. relating to our Saviour. | 

Il. Not probable that any fuch fhould be mentioned 
dy Pagan writers who lived at the fame time, from 
the nature of fuch tranfaétions. 

Til. Efpecially when related by the Jews. 

IV. And heard at a diftance by thofe who pretended 

to. as great miracles of their own. 

V~ Befides that, no Pagan writers of that age lived 
an Judea or its Confines. 

VI. And becaufe many books of that age are loft. 

VII. 4n inflance of one record proved to be authen- 

_ tie. , ( 

VU. 4 fecond record of probable, though not un- 

doubted, authority. j ih 


— 
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HAT I may lay before you a full 


¥E fideration, and methodize the feve- 
7 tal particulars that I touched upon 


: . gh take notice of fuch Pagan Authors, 
as have given their teftimony to the hiftory of our 
Saviour ; reduce thefe Authors under their refpec- 
tive clafies, and fhew what authority their teftimo- 
nies carry with them. Secondly, I fhall take no- 
tice of ‘fewi/h Authors in the fame light. on 

II. There are many reafons, why you fhould 


not expect that matters of fuch a wonderful nature 
fhould be taken notice of by thofe eminent Pagan: 
writers, who were contemporaries with Fefus 
Chrifi, or by thofe who lived before his Difciples. 


had perfonally appeared among them, and afcer- 
tained the report which had gone abroad concerning 
a life fo full of miracles. - 


Supppofing fuch things had happened at this day _ 


in Switzerland, or among the Grifens, who make 
a greater figure in Europe than ‘fudea did in the 
‘Roman Empire, would they be immediately be- 
lieved by thofe who live at a great diftance from 
them? or would any certain account of them 
be tranfmitted into foreign countries, within fo 
fhort a fpace of time as that of our Saviour’s pub- 
lic minifiry ? Such kinds of news, though never 


fo true, feldom gain credit, till fome time after 


they are tranfacted and expofed to the examina- 
tion of the curious, who by laying together cir- 
cumftances, atteftations, and characters of thofe 
who are concerned in them, either receive or re- 
jet what at firft none but eye-witnefles could ab- 


 folutely — 


Sal 


* ftate of the fubje@ under our con- — 


in difcourfe with you ;.1 fhall firft © 
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folutely believe or disbelieve. In a cafe of this fort, 


it was” natural for men of fenfe and _ learning to 
treat the whole account as fabulous, or at fartheft 


to fufpend their belief of it, until all things ftood’ 


together in their full light.» 
IT}. Befides, the jfews were branded not only 
for fuperftitions different from all the religions of the 


Pagan world, but in a particular manner ridiculed 


for being a credulous people ; fo that whatever re- 


ports of fuch a nature came out of that country, were 
looked upon by the heathen: world as falfe, frivolous,. 


and improbable. as ai 

_ IV. We may further obferve that the ordinary 
practice of Magic in thofe times, with the many 
pretended Prodigies, Divinations, Apparitions, and 
local Miracles among the Heathens, made them lefs 
attentive to fuch news from ‘f/udeza, till.they: had 
time to confider the nature, the occafion, and the 
end of our Saviour’s miracles, and were awakened 


by many furprifing events to allow them any cone - 


fideration at all. 2 | 


V. We are indeed told by St. Matthew, that the: 


fame of our Saviour, during his life, went through- 
out all Syria, and that there followed him great 
multitudes of people from Galilee, “Judea, Deca- 
polis, Idumaa, from beyond ‘fordan, and from 
Tyre and Sidon. Now had there been any hifto- 
rians of thofe times and places, we might have ex- 


pected. to have feen in them fome account of thofe 


wonderful tranfaGtions in Judea ; but there is not 


any fingle Author extant, in any kind, of that 


age, in any of thofe countries. 

VI. How many books have perifhed in which 
poffibly there might have been mention of our 
Saviour? Look among the Romans, how few of 

: their 
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their writings are come down to our times? In the — 
fpace of two hundred years from our Saviour’s birth, 
when there was fuch a multitude of writers in all 
kinds, how {mall is the number of Authors that 
have made their way to the prefent age? pees} 

VII. One authentic Record, and that the 
moft authentic heathen Record, we are pretty 
fure is loft. I mean the account fent by the Go- 
vernor of ‘Judea, under whom our’ Saviour was 
Jjunged, condemned, and crucified. Jt was the 
euftom in the Roman Empire, as it is to this 
day in all the governments of the world, for the 
prafects and vice-roys of diftant provinces to 
‘tranfmit to their Sovereign a fummary relation of. 
every thing’ remarkable in their adminiftration. 
“That Pontius Pilate, in his account, would have 
touched on fo extraordinary an event in Judea, 
is not to be doubted; and that he actually did, 
we learn from Sapte Martyr, who lived about 
a hundred years after our Saviour’s death, refid- 
ed, made Converts, and fuffered martyrdom at 
Rome, where he was engaged with Philofophers, 
and in a particular manner with Crefcens the 
Cynic, who could eafily have deteéted, and 
would not fail to have expofed him, had he quot- - 
ed a Record not in being, or made any falfe ci- 
tation out of it. Would the great Apologift have’ 
challenged Crefcens to difpute the Caufe of Chri- 
ftianity with him before the Roman Senate, had 
he forged fuch an evidence? or would Crefcens : 
‘have refufed the challenge, could he have trium- 
_phed over him in the detection of fuch a forgery ? 
To which we muft add, that the Apology, which 
appeals to: this Record, was prefented to a learn ~ 
‘ed Emperor, and to the whole body of the Re- 
goat) man 
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man Senate. This father in his apology, fpeak-— 
ing of the death and fuftering of our Saviour, re- 
fers the Emperor for the truth of what he fays 
to the acts of Pontius Pilate, which I have here 
mentioned. Tertullian, who wrote his Apology 
about fifty years after Fuffin, doubtlefs referred 
to the fame Record, when he tells the Governor 
of Rome, that the Emperor Tiberius having receiv- 
ed an account out of Paleffine in Syria of the - 
Divine perfon who had appeared in that country, 
paid him a particular regard, and threatened ta 
 punifh, any who fhould .accufe the chriftians ; 
nay, that the Emperor would have adopted him 
among.the Deities whom they. worfhipped,. had 
mot the Senate refufed te come into his pro- 
pofal. Tertullian, who gives us this hiftory, 
was not only, one of the moft learned men of 
his. age, but, what adds a-greater weight to his 
authority. in this cafe, was eminently skilful and 
well read in the laws of the Roman Empire. 
Nor can it be faid, that Tertullian grounded his 
- quotation upon the authority of Fu/fin Adartyr, be- 
caufe we find he mixes it with matters of fa@ 
which are not related by that Author. L£uj/ebius 
mentions the fame ancient Record, but as it was 
not extant in his time, I fhall not infift upon his 
authority in this point. If it be objeéted that 
this particular is not mentioned in any Roman 
Hiftorian, I fhall ufe the fame argument in a pa- 
rallel cafe, and fee whether it will carry any force 
with it. Ulpiam the great Roman Lawyer gathered 
together all the Imperial Edi€ts that had been 
made againft the chriftians. But did any one 
ever fay that there had been no fuch Ediés, be- 
eaufe they were not mentioned in the a 
’ . tho 
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thofe Emperors? Befides, who’ knows but this ¢ir: 
cumftance of 7iberivs was mentioned in other hifto- 
rians that have been loft, though not to be found in 
any ftill extant? Has not Suetonius many particulars 
of this Emperor omitted by Tacitus, and Herodian 
many that are not fo much ‘as hinted at by either? 
As for the fpurious 4éfs of Pilate, now extant, we 
know the occafion and time of their writing, and 
that had there not been a true and’ authentic Re: 
cord of this nature, they would: never have been 
forged. Ri REPRE Dee lhe FE i 

VIII. The ftory of Agsarus King of Edeffa, re 
Jating -to the letter which he fent to our Saviour, — 
and to. that which he received from: him, “is a record 
of great authority; and though I will not infift 
upon it, may venture to fay, that had we fuch an 
evidence for any fact in. Pagan hiftory, an Author 
would be thought very unreafonable who fhould 
reject it. I believe you will: be of my opinion, if 
you will perufe, with other Authors, who have ap- 
peared in vindication of thefe letters as genuine, the 
additional ‘arguments which have-been made sufe of 
by the late famous and learned Dr. Grade, in the: 
fecond. volume of his Spicilegium. bik Ate 
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1. What faéts in the hiftory of our Saviour might be 
taken notice of by Pagan Authors. | 

Wl. What particular facts are taken notice of, and by 
what Pagan Authors. 

Wil. How Celfus reprefented our Savicur’s mira- 
cles. 

IV. The fame reprefentation made of them by other 
unbelievers, and proved unreafonable. 

V. What facts in cur Saviour’s hiftory not to be - 

 expedted from Pagan writers. | | 


3° 7 E now come to confider what un- 
\ V doubted authorities are extant among 
ie Pagan writers; and here we muft pre- 
mife, that fome parts of our Saviour’s hiftory may 
be reafonably expected from Pagans. I mean 
fuch parts as might be known to thofe who lived 
at a diftance from ‘fudea, as well as to thofe 
who - were the followers and eye-witnefles of 
Chrift, 

If. Such particulars are moft of thefe which 
follow, and which are all attefted by fome one 
or other of thofe heathen Authors, who lived in 
or near the age of our Saviour and his difciples. 
That Auguftus ‘Czfar had ordered the whole em- 
pire to be cenfed or taxed, which brought our Sa- 
“viour’s reputed parents to Bethlehem: This is 
mentioned by feveral Roman hiftorians, as Taci- 

a, Seat LUSs, 
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tus, Suetonius, and Dio. That a great light 
or a new flar appeared in the eaft, which direéted 
the wife men to cur Saviour: ‘This is recorded 
by Chalcidius. That Hered, the King of Pa- 
leftine, /o often mentioned in the Roman hiftory, 
made a great flaughter of innocent children,  be- 
ing fo jealous of his fucceflor, that he put to 
death his own fons on that account: This cha- 
racter of him is given by feveral hiftorians, and 
this cruel fact mentioned by Adacrobdius, a heathen 
Author, who.tells it. as a known thing, without 
any mark of doubt upon it. That our Saviour had 
been im Egypt: This Celfus, though he raifes a 
monftrous ftory upon it, is fo far from denying, 
that he tells us our Saviour learned the arts of 
magic in that country. Zat Pontius Pilate was 
Governor of Judea, that our Saviour was brought 
in judgment before him, and by him condemned 
and crucified: This is recorded by Yacitus. 
“Lhat many miraculous cures and works out of the 
ordinary courfe of nature were wrought by bim: 
‘This is confefled by ‘fulian the Apoftate, Pore 
plyry, and Hierocles, all of them not only Pa- 
gans, but profefled enemies and perfecutors of 
Chriffianity. Zhat our Saviour foretold feveral 
things, which came to pajs according to his predtc- 
tions: ‘This was atteiled by Phlegon in his an- 
nals, as we are’ aflured by the learned Origen 
againft Celfus. That at the time when our Saviour 
oe 7. there was a miraculous darknefs and @ great 
‘earthquake ; ‘This is recorded by the fame Philegon 
the Yralian, .who was likewife a Pagan and 
Freeman to Adrian the Emperor. We’ may 


_ here obferve, that a native of Tredlium, which 


Was not fituate at fo great q ee ee, 
ine, 
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fine, might very probably be informed of fuch 
xemarkable events as had pafled among the Fews 
in the age immediately preceeding his own times, 
dince feveral of his countrymen with whom he 
had converfed, might have received a confufed 
report of our Saviour before his crucifixion, 
and probably lived within the Shake ef the earth- 
quake, and the Shadow of the eclipfe, which are 
recorded by this-Author. at Chrift was wor- 
foipped as a God among the Chriftians; that they 
would vather fuffer death than blafpheme him; 
that they received a facrament, and by it entered 
snio-a vow of abfiaining from fin and wickednefs, 
conformable to the advice given by St. Paul; that 
they had private affemblies of werfbip, and ufed 
zo join together in Hymns: This is the account 
which Pliny the younger gives of Chriftianity in 
his days, about feventy years after the death .of 
Lbréff, and which agrees in all its circumftances 
with the accounts we have in holy writ, of the 
firt fate of Chofianity ager the crucifixion of 
our Bieiled Saviour. Yhat St. Peter, whofe mi- 
racles are many of them. recorded in holy writ, did 
many wonderful werks, is owned by ‘Fulian the 
apoftate, who therefore reprefents him as a great 
Magician, and one who had in his pofleffion a 
hook of magical fecrets left him by our Saviour. | 
Lhat the devils or evil fpirits were fubjet to them, 
we may learn from. Porphyry, who objects , to 
Chriftianity, that fince Fefus had begun to be 
worlhipped, /culapiys and the reft of the gods 
did nod more converfe with men.’ Nay, Celfus 
himfelf affirms the fame thing in effeQ, when he 
fays, that the power which feemed to. refide, in 
Chriftians, . proceeded from the ufe. of) certain 


names, 


j ae 
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names, and the invocation of certain dzemons, 
Origen remarks on this paflage, that the Author 
doubtlefs hints at thofe Chriftians who put to flight 
evil fpirits, and healed thole who were poffefied 
with them; a fact which had been often feen, 
and which he himfelf had feen, as he declares in 
another part of his difcourfe againft Celfus. But 
at the fame time he aflures us, that this miracu- 
lous power was exerted by the ufe of no other name 
but that of Fe/us, to which were added feveral paf- 
fages in his hittory, but nothing like any invoca- 

tion to Demons. . : : 
HII. Celfus was fo hard fet with the’ report 

of our Saviour’s miracles, and the confident at- 
teftations concerning him, that though he often 
intimates he did not believe them to be true, yet 
knowing he might be filenced in fuch an anfwer, 
provides himfelf with another ‘retreat, when beaten 
out of this; namely, that our Saviour was a 
magician. Thus he compares the feeding of fo 
many thoufands at two different times with a few 
Joaves and fifhes, to the magical feafts of thofe 
Egyptian itnpottors, who would prefent their fpec- 
tators with vifionary entertainments that had in 
them neither fubftance nor reality: which .by the 
way, is to fuppofe, that a hungry and fainting 
multitude were filled by an apparition, or ftrength- 
ned and refrefhed with fhadows. He knew very 
well that there were fo many witnefles and actors, 
if I may call them fuch, in thefe two miracles, 
that it was impoffible to refute fuch multitudes, | 
who had doubtlefs fufficiertly fpread the fame of 
them, and was therefore in this place forced to re- 
fort to the other folution, that it was done’ by. ma- 
gic. It-was' not enough to fay ‘that.a’ miracle 
oid , which. 
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which appeared to fo many thoufand eye-witnefles 
was a forgery of Chri/Ps difciples, and therefore _ 
fuppofing them to be eye-witnefles, he endeavours 
to fhew how they might be deceived. | 
IV. The uncontroverted heathens, who were 
prefled by the many authorities that confirmed 
our Saviour’s miracles, as well as the,u 
Fews, who had actually feen them, Ww 
to account for them after the fame manner: For, 
to work by magic in the heathen way of fpeak- 
ing, was in the language of the fetws to cafk out 
devils by Beelzebub the Prince of the devils. 
Our Saviour, who knew that unbelievers in_ all 
ages would put this perverfe interpretation on his 
miracles, has branded the malignity of thofe 
men, who contrary to the diétates of their own 
hearts ftarted fuch an unreafonable objection, as. 
a blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft, and decha- 
red not only the guilt, but the punifhment of fo 
black a crime. . At the fame time he condefcend- 
ed to fhew the vanity and emptinefs of this ob- 
jeGtion againft his miracles, by reprefenting that 
they evidently tended to the deftruction of thofe 
powers, to whofe affiffance the enemies of his 
doétrine then afcribed them. An argument, which, 
if duly weighed, renders the objection fo very fri- 
volous and groundlefs, that we may venture to call 
it even blafphemy againft common fenfe, Would 
Magic endeavour to draw off the minds of men 
from the worfhip which was paid to ftocks and 
ftones, to give them an abhorrence of thofe 
evil fpirits who rejoiced in the moft cruel facri- 
fices, and in offerings of the greateft impurity 5 
and in fhort to call upon mankind to exert their 
whole ftrength in the love and adoration of that 


One 
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one being, from whom they detived their exif- 
tence, and on whom only they were taught to de- 
pend every moment for the happinefs and conti- 
nuance of it? Was it the bufinefs of magic to hu- 
manize our natures with compaflion, forgivenefs, © 
and all the inftances of the moft extenfive cha- 
rity? Would evil fpirits contribute to make men’ 
fober, chafte, and temperate, and in a word to 
produce that reformation, which was wrought in 
the moral world by thofe doctrines of our Savi- 
our, that received their San@ion from his mira- 
cles? Nor is it poffible to imagine, that evil fpi- 
rits would enter into 2 combination with our Sa- 
viour to cut off all their correfpondence and inter- 
courfe with mankind, and to prevent any for the 
future from addicting themfelves to thofe rites and 
ceremonies, which had done them fo much ho- 
nour. We fee the early effect which Chriftianity 
had on the minds of men in this particular, by 
that number of books, which were filled with 
the fecrets of magic, and made a facrifice to 
Chriftianity by the converts mentioned in the 


_ Adis of the Apoftles. We have likewife an emi- 


nient inftance of the inconfiftency of our Religion 
with magic, in the hiftory of the famous Agui- 
Ia. This Perfon, who was a kinfman of the 
Emperor Trajan, and likewife a man of great 
learning, notwithflanding he had embraced Chnif- 
tianity, could not be brought off from the ftudies 
of magic, by the repeated admonitions of his fel- 
low-chriftians: fo that at length they expelled 
him their fociety, as rather choofing to lofe the 
reputation of fo confiderable a Profelyte, than 
communicate with one who dealt in fuch dark 
and infernal pra@tices. Befides we may obferve, 
3 that 
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that all the favourers of magic were the moft pro~ . 
feft and bitter enemies to the chriftian religion. 
Not to mention Szmon Magus and many others, 
I fhall only take notice of thofe two great perfe- 
cutors of chriftianity, the Emperors 4drian and 
‘fulian the Apoftate, both of them initiated in the 
myfteries of divination, and skilled in. all the 
dépths of magic. I fhall only add, that evil {pi- 
rits cannot be fuppofed to have concurred in the 
eftablifhment of a religion “which triumphed over 
them, drove them out of the places they pofleft, 
and divefted them of their influence on mankind: 
nor would | mention this particular, though it be 
unanimoufiy reported by all the ancient chriftian 
Authors ; did it .not appear from the authorities 
above cited, that this was a fat canfeft by heathens 
themfelves. 

V. We now fee what a multitude of Pagan 
teftimonies. may be produced for all thofe remark- 
able paflages, which might have been expected from 
them: and indeed of feveral, that, I believe, do 
more than anfwer your expectation, as they were 
not fubjects in their own nature’ fo expofed to 
public notoriety. It cannot be expected they 
fhould mention particulars, which were tranf- 
acted amongft the Difciples only, or among fome _ 
few even of the Difciples themfelves ; fuch as the. 
transfiguration, the agony in the garden, the ap. 
pearance of Chriff after his refurreétion, and 
others of the like nature. It was impoffible for a 
heathen author to relate thefe things; becaufe if 
he had believed them, he would no longer have 
been a heathen, and by that means his teftimony 
would not have been thought of fo much. vali- 
dity. Befides, his’ very report of faGts fo favou- 
he 3 rable 
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‘yable to Chriftanity would have prompted men 
to fay that he was probably tainted with their 
do&trine. We have a parallel cafe in Hecateus, 
a famous Greek Hiftorian, who had feveral palf- 
fages in his book conformable to the hiftory of the 
Fewifo writers, which when quoted by “Fo/e- 
_ pbus, as a confirmation of the Fewifh hiitory, 
when his heathen adverfaries could give no other 
anfwer to it, they would need fuppofe that He- 
cateus was a Few in bis heart, though they had 
no other reafon for it, but becaufe his hiftory gave 
greater authority to the ‘fewi/h than the Lgypizan 
Records. as 


CIC KCMAY LOD 


SEC I 1 0 No Mae 


1. Introduction to a fecond lift of Pagan Authors, 
who give teftimony of our Saviour. ods 
Il. 4 paffage concerning our Saviour, from a learned 
Athenian.” meee 
Ill. His converfion from Paganifm to Chriftianity 
makes his evidence flronger than if he had continued 
4 Vaganinns, are Uae 
lV. Of another Athenian Philofopher converted to 
Chriftianity. . ‘ a a 
V. Why their converfion, inflead of weakening, 
Strengthens their evidence in defence of Chrifti- 
anity. : | . ete vad ‘ 
VI. Their belief in our Saviour’s hiftory founded at 
fir upon the principles of hiftorical faith. 2 
i ; / V ° 


Of the Chriftian Religion. 289 
VIL. Their teftimonies extended to all the particulars 
of our Saviour’s hiffory. 


VIII. 4s related by the four Evangelifts. 


I. yO this lift of heathen writers, who make 

Mention of our Saviour, or touch upon 
| any particulars of his lifé, I fhall add thofe 
Authors who were at firft heathens, and afterwards 
converted to Chriftianity ; upon which account, as 
I fhall here fhew, their teftimonies are to be looked 
upon as the more authentic, And in this lift of 
evidences, I fhall confine myfelf to fuch learned 
Pagans as came over to Chriftianity in the three 
firft centuries, becaufe thofe were the times in which 
men had the beft means of informing themfelves of 
the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, and becaufe among 
the great number of Philofophers who came in af 
terwards, under the reigns of chriftian Emperors, 
there might be feveral who did it partly out of 

worldly motives. 

If. Let us now fuppofe, that a learned heathen 
writer who lived within 60. years of our Savi- 
our’s crucifixion, after having fhewn that falfe 
miracles were generally wrought in obfcurity, and 
before few or no witnefies, {peaking of thofe 
which were wrought by our Saviour, has the fole 
Jowing paflage. “¢ But his works were always 
“€ feen, becaufe they were true, they were {een 
“ by thofe who were healed, and by thofe wha 
“* were raifed from the dead. Nay thefe perfons 
*¢ who were thus healed, and raifed, were feen 
** not only at the time of their being healed, and 
‘ raifed, but long afterwards. Nay they were feen 

not only all the while our Saviour was upon 
“earth, but furvived after his departure out of 

Vor. III. i N oo $6 thig 
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«this world, nay fome of them were living in 
«* our days. | ; 
JIL I dare fay you would look upon this as 2 
glorious atteftation for the caufe of Chriftianity, 
had it come from the hand of a famous /Azthe- 
nian Philofopher. —Thefe forementioned words 
however are actually the words of one who lived 
about fixty Years after our Saviour’s crucifixion, 
and was a famous Philofopher in Athens: but it 
will- be faid, he was a convert to Chriftianity. ° 
Wow confider this. matter impartially, and fee if 
his teftimony is not much more valid for that 
reafon, Had she continued a Pagan. Philofopher, 
would not the world have. faid that he was not 
fincere in what he writ, or did not believe it ; 
for, if fo, would not they have told us he would 
have embraced Chriftianity ? This was indeed the 
cafe of this excellent man: he had fo thoroughly 
examined the truth of our. Saviour’s hiftory, and 
the excellency of that religion which he taught, 
and was fo entirely convinced of both, that he be-_ 
came a Profelyte and died a Martyr. anne 
IV. Ariftides was -an Athenian Philofopher, at 
the fame time, famed for. his learning and wif- 
dom, but converted to Chriftianity. As it can- 
not be queftioned that he perufed and approved 
the apology of Quadratus, in which is the pailage 
juft now cited, he joined with him dnan. apolo- 
y of his own, to the fame Emperor, on the 
fame fubje&t. This apology, tho’ now. loft, was 
extant in the time of Ade Viennenfis, A. D. 870, 
and highly efteemed by the mott learned Arhe- 
nians, as that Author. witnefles. It muft have con- 
- tained great arguments. for the truth of our Sa- 
viour’s hiftory, becaufe in ithe aflerted the divi- 
. : nity 
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nity of our Saviour, which could not but engage 
him in the proof of his miraclés, 

V. I do allow that, generally fpeaking, a man 
is not fo acceptable and unqueftioned an evi- 
dence in facts, which make for the advancement 
of his own party. But we muft confider that, in 
the cafe before us, the perfons to whom we ap- 
peal, were of an oppofite party, till they were per- 
fuaded of the truth of thofe very facts, which they 
report. ‘They bear evidence to a hiftory in de- 
fence of Chriftianity, the truth of which hiftory 
was their motive to embrace Chriftianity. They 
atteft facts which they had: heard «while they were 
yet heathens; and had they not found reafon ta 
believe them, they would ftill -have continued 
heathens, and have made no mention of them in 
their writings. 

VI. When a man is born under chriftian Parents; 
and trained up in the profeffion of that religion 
from a child, he generally guides himflf by the 
rules of Chriftian Faith in believing’ what is deli- 

vered by the Evangelifts.; but the learned Pagans 
of antiquity, before they became ‘Chriftians, were 
only guided by the commom rules of Eiiftori- 
cal Faith:  Thatis, they examined -the nature of 
the evidence which was: to be met with jn com- 
mon fame, tradition, and~ the writings af thefe 
perfons who:related them, together with the num- 
ber, concurrence, veracity, and private -charaéters 
of thofe perfons ; and: being convinced: upon all 
_ accounts that. they had the fame’ reafon to believe 
-the hiftory of our Saviour, as that of any othez 
perfon to which they themfelves were not actual- 
ly: eye-witnefies, they were ‘bound by all the 
ules of chiftorical faith, ere ‘ght realex » to give 
6289 N 2 
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credit to this hiftory. This they did accordingly, 
and in confequence of it publifhed the fame truths 
themfelves, fuffered many afflictions, and very 
often death itfelf, in the affertion of them. When 


I fay, that an hiftorical belief of the acts of our: 


Saviour induced thefe learned Pagans to em- 
brace his doétrine, I do not deny that there were 
many other motives, which conduced to it, as 
the excellency of his precepts, the fulfilling of 
prophecies, the miracles of his Difciples, the ir- 
reproachable lives and» magnanimous fufferings 
of their followers, with other confiderations of 
the fame nature: but whatever other collateral 
arguments wrought more or lefs with Philofo- 
phers of that age, it is certain that a belief in the 
hiftory of our Saviour was one motive with every 
new convert, and that upon which all others 
turned, as being the very bafis and foundation of 
Chriftianity. : : 

VII. To this I muft further add, that as we 
have already feen many particular faéts which are 
recorded in holy writ, attefted by particular Pa- 
gan Authors, the teftimony of thofe | am now 
going to produce, extends to the whole hiftory of 
our Saviour, and to that continued feries of actions, 
which are related of him and his Difciples in) the 
books of the New-Tcfament. e 

VIII. This evidently appears from their quo- 
tations out of the Evangelifts, for the confirma- 
tion of any doGtrine or account of our bleffed Sa- 
viour. Nay 4 learned man of our nation, who 
examined the writings of the moft ancient Fathers 
in another view, refers to feveral paflages in fre- 
neus, Tertullian, Clemens of Alexandria, Ori- 


gen, and Cyprian, by which he plainly fhows that 


each - 
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each of thefe early writers afcribe to the four Evan- 
gelifts by name their refpeétive hiftories ; fo that 
there is not the leaft room for doubting of their belief 
in the hiftory of our Saviour, as recorded in the Gof- 
pels. I fhall add, that three of the five Fathers 
here mentioned, and probably four, were Pagans 
converted to Chriftianity, as they were all of them 
very inquifitive and deep in the knowledge of hea- 
then learning and philofophy. 


a Se EN POZE XD GH a Pee 
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S,b.C T.1O-N - IV. 


I. Charaéer of the times in which the Chriftian 

religion was propagated : 

II. And of many who embraced it. 

IIL. Three eminent and early infiances. 

IV. Multitudes of learned men who came over 
for et. ri ies . 

V. Belief in our Saviour’s biftory, the firft motive 
to their conver fion. eit 

VI. The names of feveral Pagan Philofophers, who 


were Chriftian converts. 


I YT happened very providentially to the ho- 
‘nour of. the Chriftian religion, that it did 

=~ not take its rife in the dark illiterate ages of 

_ the world, but at a time when arts and {ciences 
were at their height, and when there were men — 
who made it the bufinefs of -their lives to fearch 
after truth, and fift the feveral opinions of Phi- 
N 3 lofophers, 
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dofophers, and wife men, concerning the duty, the 
end, and chief happinefs of reafonable creatures. 

Uf. Several of thefe therefore, when they had in- 
formed themfelves of our Saviour’s hiftory, and exa- 
mined with unprejudiced minds the doétrines. and 
manners of his difciples and followers, were fo ftruck 
and convinced, that they  profefied _ themfelves 
of that. fect; notwithftanding, by this profeflion 
in that juncture of time, they bid farewel to all 


the pleafures of this life, renounced ‘all the views 


of ambition, engaged in an uninterrupted courfe of 
jeverities, and expofed themfelves to public hatred 
and contempt, to fufferings of all kinds, and to 
death itfelf, hee RB 

III, Qf this fort we may reckon thofe three 
early converts to Chriftianity, who each of them 
was a member of a Senate famous for -its. witdom 
and learning. ‘Fofeph the Arimathean. was. of the 
Fewyh Sanhedrim, Dienyfus. of the Athenian Are- 
pagus, and Flavius Clemens of the Raman Senate; 
nay at the time of his death Conful of Rome. Thefe 
three were fo thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the 
_Chriftian religion, that the firft of them, according 
to all the reports of antiquity, died a martyr for it ; 
as didt he fecond, unlefs we disbelieve Artftides, his 
fellow-citizen and contemporary ; and the third, as 
we are informed both by Roman and Chriftian 
Authors. fa nck alle 
_, IV. Among thofe innumerable multitudes, who 
in moft of the knowing nations of the world 
came over to Chriftianity at its firft appearance, 


‘we may be fure there were great numbers of wife - 


and learned men,  befide thofe whofe names are 
in the Chriftian records, who without doubt 
| “ boa 
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took care to examirie the truth of our Saviour’s 
hiftory, before they would leave the religion of 
their country and of their forefathers, for the fake 
of one that. would not only cut them off from 
the allurements of this world, but fubjeét them. 
to every thing terrible or difagreeable in it. 
Tertullian tells the Roman Governors, that their 
corporations, councils, armies, tribes, companies, 
the palace, fenate, and courts of judicature were 
flled- with Chriftians; as Arnobius allerts, that 
-men of the fineft parts and learning, Orators, 
-Grammarsians, Rhetoricians, Lawyers, Phyficians, | 
Philefophers, defpifing the fentiments they had 
been once fond of, took up their refit in the 
Chriftian religion, ae | " 

_ V. Whe. can imagine that men of this charac~ 
ter did not thoroughly inform themfelves of the 
hiftory of that perfon, whofe doétrines they em- 
braced ? for however confonant to reafon his pre- 
“eepts appeared, how good foever were the ef- 
fe&s which they produced in the world, nothing 
could have tempted men to acknowledge him as 
their God and Saviour, but their being’ firmly 
perfuaded of the miracles he wrought, and the 
many atteftations of his divine miffion, which 
were to be met with in the hiftory of his life. 
This was the ground-work of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, and, if this failed, the whole fuperftru- 
éture funk with it. This point therefore, of the 
truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, as recorded by the 
Evangelifts, is every where taken for granted in 
the writings of thofe, who from Pagan Philofo- 
phers became Chriftian Authors, and who, by 
~yeafon of their converfion, are to be looked upon 
as of the ftrongeft collateral teltimony for the 
ie N 4 truth 
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truth of what is delivered conterning our. Sa- 
viour. . , 

VIL Befides innumerable Authors that are loft, 
we have the undoubted names, works, or frag- 
ments.of feveral Pagan Philofophers, which fhew 
them to have been as learned as any unconverted 


heathen Authors of the age in which they lived, 


If we look into the greateft nurferies of learning 
in thofe ages of the world, we find in Athens, 
Dionyfius, Quadratus, Ariftides, Athenagoras ; 
and in Alexandria, Dionyfius, Clemens, ‘Amme- 
nius, Arnobius, and Anatolius, to whom we ma 

add Origen; for though his father was a Chriftian 
martyr, he became, without. all controverfy, the 
moft learned and able Philofopher of his age, by 


his education at Alexandria, in that famous femi- 


nary of arts and {ciences, 


‘SRC GIN ye 


I. The learned Pagans had means and opportuni= 
ties of informing themfelves of the truth of our 
Saviour’s hiftory ; 

Il. From the proceedings, re Le 

III. The charaéers, Jufferings, $k 

IV, And miracles of the perfons who publifhed st. 

V. How thefe firjt Apoftles perpetuated their tra- 
dition, by ordaining perfans to fucceed them. 


VI. How their Jucceffors in the three jirft centuries 
preferved their tradition. ; 


VII, That 


{ 


Of the Chriftian Religion. 297 ~ 


VII. That five generations might derive this tra- 
dition from Chrift, to the end of the third cen- 
LUrY. | . 

VII. Four eminent Chriftians that delivered it down 
fucceffively to the year of our Lord 254, 

IX. The faith of the four above-mentioned perfons, 
the fame with that of the Churches of the Laff, 
of the Weft, and of Egypt. : 

X. Another perfon added to them, who brings us 
to the year 343, and that many other lifts might 
be added in as direé& and fhort a fucceffion. 

XI. Why the tradition of the three firft centuries, 
more authentic than that of any other age, proved 
from the converfation of the primitive Chriffians. 
XII. From the manner of initiating men into their 

religion, 

XIL. From the correfpondence between the Chur- 
ches. “ 

XIV. From the long lives of feveral of Chrift’s Di/- 
ciples, of which two inftances. 


I. WT now therefore only remains to confider, 
if whether thefe learned men had means and op- 
portunities of informing themfelves of the 
truth of our Saviour’s hiftory; for unlefs this point 
can be made out, their teftimonies will appear inva- 

lid, and their enquiries ineffetual. 
IIL. As to this point, we mutt confider, that 
many thoufands had feen the tranfactions of our 
Saviour in Fudea, and that many hundred thou- 
fands had received an account of them from the 
mouths of thofe who were aétually eye-witnef- 
fes, I fhall only mention among thefé eye-wit- 
nefles the twelve Apoftles, to whom we mutt 
| N 5 add 
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add St. Paul, who had a particular call to this 
high office, though many other difciples and fol- 
lowers of Chrif? had alfo their fhare in the pub- 
lifhing this wonderful hiftory. We learn from 
the ancient records of chriftianity, that many of 
the Apoftles - and Difciples made it the exprefs. 
bufinefs of their lives, travelled into the remo- 
teft parts of the world, and in all places gathered 
_ maultitudes about them, to acquaint them with the: 
hiftory and dotrines of their crucified Mafter. And 
indeed, were all Chriftian records of thefe proceed-. 
ings intirely loft, as many have been, the effect 
plainly evinces the: truth of them ; for how elfe dur- 
‘ing the Apoftles lives could Chriftianity have fpread _ 
itfelf with fuch an amazing progrefs through the fe- 

- veral nations of the Raman empire? how could it 
fly like lightning, and carry conviétion with if, 
from one end of the earth to the other. ! 

III. Heathens therefore of every age, fex, and 

quality, born in the moft different climates, and 
bred up under the moft different inftitutions, when _ 
they faw men of plain fenfe, without the help of 
learning, armed with patience and courage, in- 
ftead of wealth, pomp, or power, exprefling in 
their lives thofe excellent dodétrines of Morality, 
which they taught as delivered to them from our 
Saviour, averring that they had feen his mi- 
racles during his life, and converfed with him afe 
ter his death; when, | fay, they faw no fufpicion 
of falfhood, treachery, or worldly intereft, in their 
behaviour and converfation, and that they fubmit- 
ted to the moft ignominious and cruel deaths, ra- 
ther than retract their teftimony, or even be filent 
in matters which they were to publifh by their _ 
) _ Saviour’s 
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Saviour’s efpecial command, there was no reafon 
to doubt of the veracity. of thofe faéts which they | 
elated, or of the Divine Miffion in which they 
were employed. ' ie 
~ IV. But ‘even thefe motives to Faith in our Sx 
Viour would not have been ~ fufficient to have 
brought about in fo few years fuch an incredible 
number of converfions, had not the Apoftles 
been able to exhibit ftill greater proofs of the- 
truths which they taught. A few perfons of an 
odious and defpifed country could not have filled 
the world with believers, had they not fhown 
undoubted credentials from the divine perfon 
who fent them on fuch a meflage. According- 
ly we are affured, that they “were invefted with 
the power of working miracles, which was the 
moft fhort and the moft convincing argument that 
could be produced, and the only one that was 
adapted to the reafon of all mankind, to the capa- 
cities of the wife and ignorant, and could. over- 
come every cavil and every prejudice. Who 
_ would not believe that our Saviour healed the 
fick, and raifed the dead, when it was publifhed 
by thofe who themfelves often did the fame mi- 
racles, in their prefence, and in hisname! Could 
any reafonable perfon imagine, that God Almighty 
‘would arm men with fuch powers to authorize a 
lye, and eftablifh a religion in the world which 
was difpleafing to him, or that evil {pirits would 
Yend them fuch an effectual affiftance to beat 
down vice and idolatry ? 
_ V. When the Apoftles had formed many af- 
femblies in feveral parts of the Pagan world, who 
gave credit to the glad tidings of the Gofpel, thar, 
upon their departure, the memory of what they 
3 had 
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had related might-not perifh, they,.appointed. one 
of thefe new converts, men of the beft fenfe, and 
ef the moft unblemifhed lives, to prefide over thefe 
feveral Affemblies, and to inculcate without ceafing 
what they had heard from the mouths of thefe eye- 
witnefles. - PRET RS RE, 

VI. Upon the death of any of thofe fubftitutes 
to the Apoftles and Difciples of Chri/?, his place 
was filled up with fome other perfon of eminence 
for his piety and learning, and generally a mem- 
ber of the fame Church, who after his deceafe was 
followed by another in the fame manner, by 
which means the fucceflion was continued in an 
uninterrupted line. /reneus informs us, that every 
church preferved a catalogue of its Bifhops in the order 


that they fucceeded one another, and (for an exam- 


ple) produces a catalogue of thofe who governed the 
Church of Rome in that charaéter, which contains 
eight or nine perfons, though but at a very fmall 
remove from the times of the Apoftles, 


Indeed the lift of Bifhops, which are come : 


down to us in other churches, are generally filled 
with greater numbers than one would expect. 
But the fucceffion was quick in the three firft 
centuries, becaufe the Bifhop very often ended in 
the Martyr: for when a perfecution arofe in any 
place, the firft fury of it fell upon this Order of 


holy men, who abundantly teftified by their 


Deaths and Sufferings that they did not under- 
take thefe offices out of any temporal views, 
that they were fincere and fatisfied in the belief 
of what they taught, and that they firmly adher- 
ed to what they had received from the Apoftles, 
as laying down their lives in the fame hope, 
and upon the fame principles. None can be tube, 

wah ed 


+. 
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fed fo utterly regardlefs of their own happinefs as 
to expire in torment, and hazard their Eternity, to 
fupport any fables and inventions of their own, or 
any forgeries of their predeceflors who had prefided 
in the fame church, and which might have been ea- 
fily detefted by the tradition of that particular 
church, as well as by the concurring teftimony 
of others. To this purpofe, I think it is very 
remarkable, that there was not a fingle Martyr 
among thofe many Heretics, who difagreed with 
the Apoftolical church, and introduced feveral wild 
and abfurd notions into the doétrines of Chriftia- 
nity. They durft not ftake their prefent and future . 
happinefs on their own chimerical imaginations, and — 
did not only fhun perfecution, but affirmed that. it 
was unneceflary for their followers to bear their re- 
ligion through fuch fiery trials. 

VII. We may fairly reckon, that this firft age 
of Apoftles and Difciples, with that fecond gene- 
ration of many who were their immediate con- 
verts, extended itfelf to the middle of the fecond 
Century, and that feveral of the third generation 
from thefe laft mentioned, which was but the fifth 
from Chrif, continued to the end of the third Cen. 
tury. Did we know the ages and numbers of the 
members in every particular’ church, which was 
planted by the Apoftles, I doubt not but in moft 
of them there might be found five perfons who in 
a continued feries would reach through thefe three 
Centuries of years, that is till the 265th from the’ 
death of our Saviour. 

VIII. Among the accounts of thofe very few 
out of innumerable multitudes, who had embra- 
ced Chriftianity, I fhall fingle out four perfons, 

) . ~ eminent 


ba 
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eminent for their lives, their writings, and their 
fufferings, that were fucceffively contemporaries, 
and bring us down as far as to the-year of our 
Lord 254. St ‘Zohn, who was the béloved Difci- 
ple, and converfed the moft intimately with our 
Saviour, lived till Ano Dom. 100. Polycarp, 
who was the Difciple of St. fobn, and had con- 
verfed with others of the Apoftles and -Difciples 
of our Lord, lived till 4zno Dom. 167, though his 
life was fhortned by martyrdom. ‘Freneus, who 


was the Difciple of Polycarp, and had converfed — 


with many of the immediate Difciples of the Apo- 
_ files, lived, at the loweft computation of his age, 
till the year 202, when he was likewife cut of 
by martyrdom 5 in which year the great Origen 
was appointed Regent of the Catechetic {chool 
in Alexandria, and as he was the miracle of that 
age, for induftry, learning and Philofophy, he was 
Jooked upofi as the champion of Chriftianity, till 
the year 254, when, if he did not fuffer martyr- 
dom, as forme think he did, he was certainly 
actuated by the {pirit of it, as appears in the 
whole courfe of his life and writings ; nay, he had 
often been put to the torture, and had undergone 
trials worfe than death. As he converfed with the 
moft eminent Chriftians of his time in Egypt, and 
in the Eaft, brought over multitudes both from 
herefy and heathenifm, and left behind him fe- 
veral Difciples of great fame and learning, there 
is no queftion but there were confiderable numbers. 
of thofe who knew him, and had been his hearers, 


{cholars, or profelytes, that lived till the end of 
the third Century, and to the reign of Con/fantine - 


the Great. | 
eG, ee 
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1X. It is evident to thofe, who read the lives 
and writings of Polycarp, Ireneus, and Origen, 
that thefe three Fathers believed the accounts 
which are given of our Saviour in the four Evan- 
gelifts, and had undoubted arguments that not only 
St. ‘Fohn, but many others of our Saviour’s difci- 
ples; publithed the fame accounts of him: To 
which we muft fubjoin this further remark, that 
what was believed by-thefe Fathers on this fubjeé, 
was likewife the belief-of the main body of Chri- 
ftians in thofe fucceflive ages when they fourifhed 
fince Polycarp’ cannot but be ‘looked upon, if we 
confider the refpeét that was paid him, as the re- 
prefentative’ of the Eaftern Churches in this parti- 
cular, Jrenaus of the Weftern upon the fame ac- 
count, and Origen of thofe eftablifhed in Bgypt. — 
X. To: thefe I might add Paul the famous her- 
mit, who retired from the Decian perfecution 
five or fix years before Origen’s death, and lived 
till the year\g43. ° I have only difeovered one of 
thofe: channels: by which the hiftory of our Savi. 
our might -be conveyed pure’ and unadulterated, 
through thofe feveral ages that produced thofe Pa- 
gan Philofophers, whofe teftimonies I make ufe of 
for the truth. of our Saviour’s hiftery. -Some or 
other of thefe Philofophers came into the Chriftian 
faith during its infancy, in the feveral periods of 
thefe three firft centuries, when they had fuch 
means of informing themfelves in all the particu- 
Jars of our Saviour’s hiftory. IT muft further add, 
that though I have here only chofen this fingle 
link oftmareyrs, 1 might find out others among thofe 
names which ‘are {till extant, that delivered down 
this account of our Saviour in a fucceffive tradi- 
tion, till the whole Roman empire became Chrif- 
vis tian 3 
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tian; as there is no queftion but numberlefs feries 
of witnefles. might follow one another in the fame 
order, and in as fhort a chain, and that perhaps in 
every fingle Church, had the names and ages of 
the moft eminent primitive Chriftians been tranf- 
mitted tous with the like certainty. | 

XI. But to give this confidefation more forces 
we muft take notice, that the tradition of the firft 
ages of Chriftianity had feveral circum ftances. pe- 
culiar to it, which made it more authentic than 
any other tradition in. any other age .of the 
world. The Chriftians, who. carried, their reli- 
gion through fo many general and particular per- 
Secutions, were inceflantly comforting. and fup- 
-porting one another, with the example and hiftory 
of our Saviour and his Apoftles. It was the fube 
ject not only of their folemn affemblies, but of 
their private vifits and converfations. Our virgins, 
fays Tatian, who lived in the fecond century, dif- 
courfe over their diftagfs on divine fubjedts. Indeed, 
when religion was woven into the civil govern- 
ment, and flourifhed under the proteCtion of the 
Emperors, men’s thoughts and difcourfes were, 
as they are now, full of fecular affairs; but in 
the three firft centuries of Chriftianity, men, who 
embraced this religion, had-given up all their in- 
terefts in this world, and lived in a perpetual pre- 
paration for the next, as not knowing -how {oon 
they might be called to it: fothat they had little 
 elfe to talk of but the. life and, do&rines of that 
.divine perfon,, which was. their’ hope, , their en- 
couragement, and their glory. We cannot there- 
fore imagine, that there was a fingle perfon arrived 
at any degree of age or confideration, who had 
not heard and repeated above a thoufand times in 


his . 
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his life, all the particulars of our Saviour’s birth, — 
life, death, refurrection, and afcenfion. | 
XII. Efpecially if we confider, that they could 
not then be received as Chriftians, till they had 
undergone feveral examinations. Perfons of riper 
years, who flocked daily into the Church during 
the three firft centuries, were obliged to pafs 
through many repeated inftructions, and give a 
ftri&t account of their proficiency, before they were 
admitted to Baptifm. And as for thofe who were 
orn of Chriftian parents, and had been. baptifed in 
their infancy, they were with the like care prepared 
and-difciplined for confirmation, which they could 
not arrive at, till they were found upon examina- 
tion to have made a fufficient progrefs in the know- 
ledge of Chriftianity. | | Ogee 
III. We muft further obferve, that there was 
not only in thofe times this religious converfation 
among private Chriftians, but a conftant correfpon- 
dence betwen the Churches that were eftablifhed 
by the Apoftles or their fucceflors, in the feveral 
parts of the world. If any new doétrine was ftart- 
ed, or any faét reported of our Saviour, a ftri@ — 
enquiry was made among the Churches, efpecially 
thofe planted by the Apoftlés themfelves, whether 
they had received any fuch doétrine or account 
of our Saviour, from the mouths of the Apoftles, 
or the tradition of thofe Chriftians, who had pre- 
ceded the prefent members of the Churches which 
were thus confulted. By this means, when any 
novelty was publifhed, it was immediately deteted 
and cenfured. 
XIV. St. ‘Fohn, who lived fo many years after 
our Saviour, was appealed to in thefe emergen- 
cies as the living Oracle of the Church, and as 


his 
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his. oral teftimony lafted the firft century, many 
have obferved that, by a particular providence of 
God, feveral of our Saviour’s Difciples, and of the 
early converts of his religion, lived to a very great 
age, that they might perfonally convey the truth 
of the Gofpel to: thofe times, which were very re- 
mote from the firft. publication of it. Of thefe 
befides St. Fobn, we have a remarkable inflance 
an Simeon, who was one of the feventy fent forth 
by our Saviour, to publifh the Gofpel before his 
erucifixion, and a near kinfman of the - Lord. 
This venerable perfon, who had probably heard 
with his own ears our Saviour’s prophecy of the 
deftruGion of Ferufalem, prefided over the Church 
eftablifhed in that city, during the time of its me- 
morable fiege, and drew his congregation out of 
‘tthofe dreadful and unparallel’d calamities which befel 
his countrymen, by following the advice our Sae 
viour had given, when they fbould fee Ferufalem 
incompafled with armies, and the Roman fandards, 
er abomination of defolation, fet up. He lived till 


the year of our Lord 107, when he was martyr’d 4 


under the Emperor Yrajan. 


~ 


\ 
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I. The tradition of the Apoftles fecured by other exe 


cellent infiitutions ; 


Il. But. chiefly by the writings of the Evangelifts. 


UL. The diligence of the Difciples and firft Chriftian 
converts, to fend abroad thefe writings. 

IV. That the written account of our Saviour was 

the fame with that delivered by tradition: _ 

V. Proved fram the reception of the Gofpel by thofe 
Churches which were eftablifhed. before it was 

written. ; ; 

Vi. From the uniformity of what was believed in 

the feveral Churches. igh 

VIL. From a remarkable pafage in Irenxus. 


VILL. Records which are now loft, of ufe to the : 


three firft centuries, for confirming the biftory of 
our Saviour. : 


IX. Luftances of fuch records. 


J. PAH US far we fee how the learned Pa- 
“ee k - gans might apprife themfelves from oral 

| information of the particulars of our 
Saviour’s hiftory. They could hear, in every 
Church planted in every diftant part of the earth, 
‘the account which was there received and preferv- 
ed among them, of the hiftory of our Saviour. 
They could learn the names and characters of 
thofe firft miflionaries that brought to them thefe 


accounts, — 
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accounts, and the miracles by which God Al- 
mighty attefted their reports. But the Apoftles 
and Difciples of Chrif?, to preferve the hiftory of 
his life, and to fecure their accounts of him from 
error and oblivion, didnot. only fet afide certain 
perfons for that purpofe, as has been already fhewn, 
but appropriated certain days to the commemora- 
tion of thofe faéts which they had related con- 
cerning him. ‘The firft day of the week was in 
all its returns a perpetual memorial of his refur- 
rection, as the devotional exercifes adapted to Fri- 
day and Saturday, were to denote to all ages that 
he was- crucified on the one of thofe days, and 
that he refted in the grave on the other. You 
may apply the fame remark to feveral of the an- 


nual feftivals inftituted by the Apoftles themfelves, 


or at furtheft by their immediate Succeflors, in 
memory of the moft important particulars in our 
Saviour’s hiftory; to which we muft add the Sa- 
- craments inftituted by our Lord himfelf, and ma- 
ny of thofe rites and ceremenies which obtained in 
the moft early times of the Church. Thefe are 
to be regarded as ftanding marks of fuch faéts as 
were delivered by thofe, who were eye witnefles 
to them, and which were contrived with great 
wifdom to Jaft till time fhould be no more. 
‘TPhefe, without any other means, might have, in 
fome meafure, conveyed to pofterity, the memo- 
ry of feveral tranfactions in the hiftory of our Sa- 
viour, as they were related by his Difciples. At 
Jeaft, the reafon of thefe inftitutions, though they 
might be forgotten, and obfcured by a_ long 
courfe of years, could not but be very well 
known by thofe who lived. in the three firft, Cen- 


turies, and a means of informing the inquifitive © 


Pagans 


A 
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Pagans in the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, that 
being the view in which I am to confider them. 
__ Hl. But left fuch a tradition, though guarded 
by fo many expedients, fhould wear’ out by the 
leneth of time, the four Evangelifts within about 
fifty, or, as Dhecdoret affirms, thirty years, after 
Our Saviour’s death, while the memory of his 
actions was frefh among them, configned to writ- 
ing that hiffory, ‘which for ‘fome years ‘had 
been publifhed only by the mouth of the Apo- 
files and Difciples. . The further confideration of 
thefe holy penmen will fall under another part of 
this difcourfe. | i 
If. It will be fufficient to obferve here, that 
in the age which fucceeded the Apoftles, many of 
their immediate Difciples fent or carried in per- 
Jon the books of the four Evangelifts, which had 
been written by Apoftles, or at leait approved by 
them, to. moft of’ the Churches which they had 
planted in the different parts of the world. This 
was done with fo much diligence, that when 
Pantenus, a man of great learning and piety, had 
travelled into’ Jndza for the propagation ‘of Chri- 
flianity, ‘about the year of our Lord. 200, he 
found among that remote ‘people the Gofpel of 
St. AZatthew, which upon his return. from that 
country. he: brought with him to Alexandria, 
This Gofpel is generally fuppofed to have been 
left in thofe’ parts by St. Bartholomew the Apo- 
fle’ of ‘the Indies, who probably carried it with 
him before the writings of the three other Evan- 
gelifts were publifh’d. 3 
~ IV. That the hiftory of our Saviour, as record- 
ed by the Evangelifts, was the fame with that 
which had been before delivered by the nee 
one an 
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and Difciples; will further appear. in the profecus 
tion of this difcourfe, and may be gathered from 
the following confiderations. ude 

V. Had thefe. writings differed from the fer- 
mous of the firft planters of Chriftianity, either in 
hiftory or do¢trine, there is no queftion but they. 
would have been rejected by thofe Churches 
which ‘they had. already formed. But fo con-. 
fiftent..and uniform. was the, relation of the Apo- — 
files, that thefe hiftories appeared to be nothing 
elfe. but. their tradition. and oral atteftations made. 
fixt.and permanent. ‘Thus was the fame of our. 
Saviour, which in fo few years had gone through 
the whole earth, confirmed and perpetuated by 
fuch records, as. would preferve the traditionary | 
account of him to after-ages ; and rectify it, if at 
any time, by paffing through feveral genera- 
tions, it might drop. any part that was. meterial, 
or contract any thing that was falfe or ficti- 
tious, : 

VI. Accordingly we find the fame Fefus Chrift, 
who was born of a. Virgin, who had wrought 
many miracles in Paleffine, who was crucified, 
rofe again, and afcended into. Heaven; I fay, 
the fame Fefus Chrift had been preached, and was — 
worfhipped, in Germany, france, Spain, and 
ia sia heat Parthia, Media, Mefopotamia, 
Armenia, Phrygia, Afia, and Pampbylia, in Ita- 
ly, Egypt, Afric, and: beyond Cyrene, India, and — 
Perfia, and, in fhort, in all the iflands and pro- 
vinees that are vifited by the rifing. or fetting fun. 
The fame accountof our Saviour’s life and -doc. 
trine was delivered by thoufands of.. Preachers. — 
and believed. in thoufands of places, who all, as 
fat as it could. be conveyed to them, received the — 

fame 
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fame account in writing from the four Evange- 
lifts. | 
VII, Irenaeus to this purpofe very aptly re~ 
marks, that thofe barbarous nations, who in his 
time were not poffeft of the written gofpels, and 
had only learned the hiftory of our Saviour from 
thofe who had converted them to Chriftianity be- © 
fore the Gofpels were written, had among them 
the fame accounts of our Saviour, which are to 
be met with in the four Evangelifts. An uncon- 
teftible proof of the harmony and concurrence 
between the holy Scripture and the tradition. of 
the Churches in thofe early times of Chriftia- 
nity. : 
_ VIII. Thus we fee what opportunities the 
learned, and inquifitive heathens had of ‘informing 
themfelves of the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, 
during the three firft Centuries, efpecially as they 
lay nearer one than another to the fountain-head : 
befide which, there were many uncontroverted 
traditions, records of Chriftanity, and particular 
hiftories, that then threw light into thefe matters, 
but are now intirely loft, by which, at that time, 
any appearance of contradiction, or feeming dif- 
ficulties, in the hiftory of the Evangelifts, were 
fully cleared up and explained: though we meet 
with fewer appearances of this nature in the hifto- 
ry of our Saviour, as related by the four Evange- 
lifts, than in the accounts of any other perfon, 
publifhed by fuch a number of different hiftorians 
who lived at fo great a diftance from the prefent 
ae : 
“1X. Among thofe records which are loft, and 
were of great ufe to the primitive Chriftians, is 
the letter to Tiberius, which I have. already men- 
tioned 5 
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tioned ; that of AZarcus Aurelius, which I thall 
take notice of hereafter ; the writings of Hegi/ippus, 
who had drawn down the hiftory of Chriftianity to 
his own time ; which was not beyond the middle 
of the fecond Century ; the genuine Szby/line oracles, 
which in the firft ages of the Church were eafily 
diftinguifhed from the fpurious ; the records preferved 
in particular Churches, with many other. of the 
fame nature. 


SECTION VII. 


L. The fight of miracles in thofe ages a further con- 
firmation y, Pagan Philofophers in the Chriflian 
aith. dies es 
Il.. The credibility of fuch miracles. 
III. 4 particular inftance. _ 

IV. Martyrdom, why confidered as a fianding mi- 
racle. ane 
V. Primitive Chriftians thought many of the Mar- 

_tyrs were fupported by a miraculous power : 

VI. Proved from the nature of their fufferings. 

VII. How Martyrs further induced the Pagans te 
embrace Chriflianity. He 


J 
* 


had a great influence on the learned of 


I. fe HERE were other means, which I find | 


the three firft Centuries, to create and — 


confirm in them the belief of our blefled Savi- — 


our’s hiftory, which ought not to be pafled over 


in filence. ‘The firft was, the opportunity they en- — 
| joyed 


q 


Of the Chriftian Religion. ck: 
joyed of examining thofe miracles, which were on 
feveral occafions performed by Chriftians, and ap- 
peared in the Church, more or lefs, during thefe 
firft ages of Chriftianity. Thefe had great weight 
with the mén I am now {peaking of, who, from 
learned Pagans, became fathers of the Church : 
for they frequently boaft of them in their writings, 
as atteftations given by God himfelf to the truth of 
their religion, oe 

Hi. At the fame time, that thefe learned men de.’ 
clare how difingenuous, bafe and wicked it would 
be, how much’ beneath the dignity of Philofophy, 
and contrary to the precepts of Chriftianity, to 
utter falfhood or forgeries in the fupport of a. 
caufe, though never fo juft in itfelf, they con- 
fidently affert this miraculous power, which then 
fubfifted in the Church, nay, tell us that they 
themfelves had been eye-witnefles of it at feveral. 
times, and in feveral inftances ; nay, appeal to - 
the heathens themfelves for the truth of feveral . 
facts they relate, nay challenge them to be pre- 
fent at their affemblies, and fatisfy themfelves, if 
they doubt of it; nay we find that Pagan Authors 
have in fome inflances confefled this miraculous 

ower. , , tie 
HIT. The letter of Marcus Aurelius, whofe army 
was preferved by a refrefhing fhower, at the fame 
time’ that his enemies were difcomfited. by a 
ftorm of lightning, and which the heathen hifto- 
rians_themfelves allow to have been fupernatural | 
and the effect of magic: I fay, this letter, which: 
afcribed this unexpected affiftance to the prayers of 
the Chriftians, who then ferved in the army, would 
have been thought an unqueftionable teftimony 
of the ‘miraculous power I am ‘peaking * of, 
t¥ox, III. ale aig had 
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had it been, ftill preferved. It is fufficient for me. 
in this Place to take notice, that this was one of 
thofe miracles which had ‘its influence on the learn-. 
ed Converts, becaufe it is related by TYertulliaa, 
and the very letter appealed to. When thefe. 
learned men faw ficknefs and frenzy cured, the, 
dead raifed, the oracles put to filence, the: Daemons 
and evil fpirits forced to confefs themfelves no 
Gods, by perfons who only made ufe of prayer 
and adjurations in the name of their crucified Sa- 
viour; how could they doubt of their Saviour’s. 
power on the like occafions, as reprefented to them 
by the traditions of the Church, and the writings 
of the Evangelifts ? REN YEE RES 
IV. Under this head, I cannot omit that which 
appears to me a ftanding miracle in the three firit 
Centuries, I mean that.amazing and fupernatural | 
courage or patience, which was fhewn by innu- 
merable multitudes of Martyrs, in thofe flow and 
painful torments that, were inflicted on. them. I 
cannot conceive a man placed:in the burning iron 
chair at Lzons, amid the infults and mockeries. 
of a crouded Amphitheatre, and ftill keeping his. 
feat ; or ftretched upon a grate of iron, over coals 
of fire, and breathing out his foul among the. ex- 
- quifite fufferings of {uch a tedious. execution, ra- 
ther than renounce. his religion, or blafpheme his- 
Saviour. Such trials. feem to. me, above the. 
firength of human nature, and able to. over-bear 
duty, reafon, faith, conviction, nay, and the moft. 
abfolute certainty of a future flate. Humanity, 
unaflifted in an extraordinary manner, muft have 
fhaken off the prefent preflure, and have deliver’d 
itfelf out of fuch a dreadful diftrefs, by any means 
that could. have been fuggefted to. it. e can 
. | . eafily 
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eafily imagine, that many perfons, in fo good a. 


caufe, might-have laid down their lives at the gib- 


bet, the ftake, or the block : but to expire leifurely 


among the moft exquifite tortures, when they 
might come’ out of thern, even by a mental refer~ 
vation, or an hypocrify which was not without a 
poflibility of being followed by repentance and for- 
givenefs, has fomething in it, fo far beyond the 
force and natural ftrength of mortals, that one 
cannot but think there was fome miraculous power’ 
to*fupport the fufferer, : | 
V. We find the Church of Smyrna, in that ad- 


mirable letter which gives an account of the death 
of Polycarp their beloved Bifhop, mentioning the. 
Cruel torments of other early Martyrs for Chriftianity, . 
are of opinion, that our Saviour ftood by them in a- 


vifion, and perfonally converfed with them, to give 
them ftrength and comfort during the hittehtiot: 

their long-continued agonies; and we have the {tory 
of a young man, who, having fuffered many tor 
tures, efcaped with life, and told his fellow-chriftians, 
that: the pain of them had been rendered tolerable; 


by the prefence of an. Angel who ftood by him, and - 


wiped off the tears and {weat, which ran down his 


face whilft: he lay under his fufferings. We are. 


affured at leaft that the firft Martyr for Chriftianity 
was encouraged in his laft moments, by a vifion. of 


_ that divine perfon, for whom he fuffered, and into. 


whofe prefence he was then haftening. | 
VI. Let any man calmly lay his hand upon his 


heart, and after reading thefe terrible confliéts in. 


which the ancient Martyrs’ and Confeflors were 
engaged, when they’ pafled through fuch new in- 
ventions: and--varieties' of pain, as tired their tor- 

3 O2z mentors ; 


of | 


ie 


316 Of the, Chriflian Religion. 


mentors ; and ask himfelf, however “zealous and * 
fincere he is in his religion, whether under fuch ’ 
acute and lingring tortures he could ftill have held 
faft his integrity, and have profefied his faith to the 
laft, without a fupernatural affiftance of fome kind 
or other. For my part, when I confider that it was 
not an unaccountable obftinacy in a fingle man, or 
in any particular fet of men, in fome extraordinary 
juncture ; but that there were multitudes of each fex,! 
of every age, of different countries and conditions, ° 
who for near 300 years together made: this gloriots ' 
confeffion of their faith, in the midft of tortures, 
and in the hour of death: I muft conclude, that: 
they were either of another make than’men are at” 
prefent, or that they had fuch miraculous fupports 
as were peculiar to thofe times of Chriftianity, when ° 
without them perhaps the very name of it might have 
been extinguifhied witty! Peel ae ages a 4 
VIL. It is certain, that the deaths and fufferings © 
of the primitive Chriftians had a great fhare in the: 
converfation of thofe learned Pagans, who lived in 
the ages of Perfecution, which with fome® inter-" 
vals and abatements lafted near 300 years after 
cour Saviour, ‘Fu/tin Martyr, Tertullian, Ladtan- 
tius, Arnobids, and others, tell us, that this firft 
of all alarmed. their’ ‘curiofity, roufed their atten-~ 
tion and made them ferioufly inquifitive into’ the’ 
nature of .that religion, which could endue the 
-mind with fo much ftrength, and. overcome the 
fear. of death, nay raife “an earneft defire of it, 
though it appeared in all its terrors. ‘T’his they 
found had not been ‘effected by all the doctrines of 
thofe Philofophers, whom they had thoroughly 
ftudied, and who had been labouring at this great: 
art . point, 


_ 
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‘point. The fight of thefe dying ‘and: tormented 
Martyrs engaged them’ to fearch into the hiftory 
and doctrines of him for whom they. fuffered. 
‘The more they fearched, the more : they: were 
convinced ; till their ‘convi@tion grew fo ftrong, 
that they themfelves embraced the fame truths, 
and either actually laid down their lives, or were 
always in a readinefs to do it, rather than depart _ 
from them, — ian | 2 


SEC TLON. VIL 


I. The completion of our Saviour’s prophecies con- 

- firmed Pagans in their belief of the Go/pel. 

-EI. Origen’s obfervation on that of bis Difcipls 
being brought before Kings and Governors. 

FIL. On their being perfecuted for their religi-. 

Se Praia | | | 

IV. On ther preaching the Gofpel to all nati- 

2 tones | 

V. On the deftruétion of Jerufalem, and ruin of 
the Jewith oeconomy. ithe hg heat hs 

VI. Thefe arguments firengthened by what has hap- 
pened fince Origen’s time — Sas 


‘I, -> HE fecond of thofe extraordinary means, 
i Spry great ufe to the learned and inquifitive 
ef Pagans of the three firft Centuries, for 
evincing the truth of the hiftory of. our Saviour, - 
‘was the completion of fuch prophecies as- are 
- O 3 recorded: 
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recorded of him in the Evangelifts, » They ‘could 
not indeed form any arguments«from what he 
foretold, and was fulfilled during, his life, be- 
caufe both the prophecy and the completion were 
ever before they were publifhed by the Evange- 
lifts; though, as Origen cbferves, what end could 
there be in forging fome of thefe prediétions, as 
that of St. Peter’s denying his mafter, and all his 
Difciples forfaking him in the greateft extremity, 
which reflects fo much fhame on the great Apoftle, 
and on all his companions ? Nothing but a ftri@ 
adherence to truth, and to matters of faG, .could 
have prompted the Evangelifts to relate a circum- 
ftance fo difadvantageous to their own reputation ; 
as that Father has well obferved. he 
IT, But to purfue his reflexions on this Sub- 
ject. There are predi@ions cf our Saviour’ re- 
. corded by the Evangelifts, which were not com- 
pleted til after their deaths, and had no likeli- 
hood of being fo, when they were pronounced by 
our blefled Saviour. Such was that wonderfal 
notice he gave them, that they fhould be brought 
before Governors and ‘Kings for his fake, for a 
teftimony againft them and the Gentiles, Meat, x. 
28. with the -other like prophecies, by which he 
foretold that. his Difciples were to be perfecuted. 
ds there any other doctrine in the world, fays this 
Father, whofe followers are punifhed? Can the 
enemies of Chrif# fay, that he knew his opinions 
were falfe and impious, and that therefore he 
might well conjecture and foretel what would be 
the treatment of thofe perfons who fhould embrace 
them? Suppofing his do€trines were really fuch, 
why fhould this be the confequence ? what likeli- 
i , hood 
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hood that men fhould be brought ‘before Kings ‘and 


Governors for opinions’and tenets of any kind, - 
when this never happenedeven to the Lpicareans, 
who abfolutely ‘denied a Providence; nor to the | 
Peripatetics themfelves, who laughed at the 
‘prayers and facrifices which were made to the 
‘Divinity? Are there any but the Chriftians who, , 
according to this prediétion of our Saviour, being 
brought’ before Kings and Governors for his fake, 
are prefled ‘to their lateft gafp of breath, by their 
‘refpective judges, to renounce Chriftianity, and to 
procure their liberty and reft, by offering the 
fame facrifices,’ and taking the fame oaths ‘that 
‘others did ?. | 

Ill. Confider the time when our Saviour prc- 
- “mounced thofe words, Matt. x. ‘32. MWhofoever 

hall confefs' me before men, bim will L confefs alfa 
before my Father which isin heaven: but whofe- 
ever fhall deny me before men, bim- will I alfo deny 
“before my Father which is in heaven. Had you 


‘heard him fpeak after this manner, when as yet 


‘his Difciples were’ under no fuch trials, you 
_ ‘would certainly have faid within yourfelf, If 
thefe fpeeches of Fefus are true, and if, accord- 
‘ing to his prediction, Governors and Kings undet- 
take to ruin and deftroy thofe who fhall profefs 
themfelves his Difciples, we will ‘believe (not 
“only that he is a Prophet) but that he has re- 
‘ceived power from God fufficient to preferve 
‘and propagate his religion; and that he would 
never talk in fuch a peremptory and difcourag- 
ing manner, were he not aflured- that he was 
able ‘to fubdue the moft powerful oppofition, that 
could be made againft the faith and doétrine which 
he taught, 

O 4 Iv. Who 


ot 
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IV. Who is not ftruck with admiration, when © 


he reprefents to himfelf. our Saviour at that time 
foretelling, that. his Gofpel fhould be preached 
in all the world, for. a witnefs unto all nations, 
or as St. Origen (who. rather. quotes the fenfe 
than the words) to ferve for a conviGion to 
_ Kings and people, when at the fame time he finds 
_ that his Gofpel has accordingly been. preached to 
‘Greeis and. Barbarians, to the learned and to the 
ignorant, and that there is no quality or con- 
dition of life able to. exempt men from fub- 


mitting to the dorine of ‘Chriff.. As for us, 


fays this great Author, in another. part of his 
book againtt Celfus? ‘ When we fee every day 
.“* thofe events exadtly accomplifhed which our 
“* Saviour foretold at fo great a diftance: That 
** his Gofpel is preached in all the-world, Adat- 


S* thew xxiv. 14. That his Difciples go and teach _ 


all nations, Adatthew xxviii. 19.. And that: thofe, 


** who have received his doétrine, are brought 


.& for. his fake before Governors, and before 
‘© Kings, . Matthew x. ¥8. we are’: filled with 
«* admiration, and our faith in hit is confirmed 
‘; more and’ more. What. clearer and ftronger 
S* proofs can Cel/us ask for the truth of what he 
‘© fpoke? | . 7 apres oie 
V. Origen infifts likewife with great. ftrength 
on that wonderful prediction of our Saviour, con- 
cerning the deftruction of ferufalem, pronounced 
ata time, as he obfervesy when there was no 
likelihood nor appearance of it.: .This has been 
taken notice of and inculcated. by fo many others, 
that [ fhall refer you to what this Father has faid 
on the fubjeét in the firft book againft Cel/us, 
And as to the accomplifhment of this. remarka- 


ble. 


~ 
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ble prophecy, fhall only obferve, that whoever reads 
the account given us by ‘Fo/ephus, without knowing 
his charaéter, and compares it with what our Sa- 
Viour foretold, would think the hiftorian had: been: 
a Chriftian, and that he had nothing elfe in view 
but to adjuft the event to the prediétion. - 
~ VIL Fecannot ‘quit: this head without taking 
notice, that Origen would ftill have triumphed: 
more in the foregoing arguments, had he lived 
- an age longer, to have feen the Roman Emperors}, 
and all their Governors and provinces, fubmitting. 
themfelves to the Chriftian religion, and glorying 
In its profeffion, as fo many Kings and Sove~ 
reigns ftill place their relation to Chri/f at the head 
ef their titles. . ey u eer 
How much greater confirmation of his faith: 
would he have received, had he feen our Saviour’s: 
‘prophecy ffand good in the deftru€tion of the 
temple, and the diflolution of the ‘fewz/h Oecce- 
‘nomy, when Fews and Pagans united all their 
“endeavours under ‘Fulian the Apoftate, to bafile 
and falfify the prediétion? The great preparations 
“that were made for rebuilding the temple, with 
the hurricane, earthquake, and eruptions of fire,. 
that deftroyed the work, and terrified thofe em- 
‘ployed in the attempt from proceeding in it, are 
‘related by many hiftorians of the fame age, and. 
the fubftance of the ftory teftified both by Pa- 
gan and “fewifh writers, as Ammianus Marcel-- 
linus and Zemath-David. ~The learned Chry- 
‘foftome, in a fermon againft the Fews, tells them: 
this fact was then frefh in the memories even: 
of their young men, that it happened but twenty 
years ago, and that it was attefted: by all the: 
O 5 Inha- 
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inhabitants of Serufalem, where they might fill 


fee the marks of it in the rubbifh of that work, - 


from which the Jews defifted in fo great a 
fright, and which even fulzan had not the cou- 
rage to carry on. This fa&, which is in. itfelf 
fo miraculous, and fo indifputable, brought over 
many of the Fews.to Chriftianity ;. and fhows 
us, that after our Saviour’s prophecy againft it, 
the temple could not be preferved from the plough 
paffing over it, by all the care of Titus, who 
would fain have prevented its deftru€tion, and that 
inftead of being re-edified by “fulian, all his en- 
deavours towards it did but {till more literally ac- 


complifh our Saviour’s prediction, that not one ftone 


fhould be left upon another. sis er Gn 
_ The ancient Chriftians were fo entirely per- 
fuaded of the force of our Saviour’s prophecies, 
and of the punifhment which the Fews had drawn 

upon themfelves and upon their children, for 
the treatment which the AZe/fiah had received at 
their hands, that they did not doubt but they would 
always remain an abandoned and difperfed people, 
an -hiffing. and an aftonifhment. among.. the. na- 
tions as they are to this day. In fhort, that they 
had loft their peculiarity of being God’s peo- 
ple, which was now transferred to the body 
of Chriftians, and which .preferved the Church 
of Chriff among all the conflicts, difficulties 


and perfecutions, in which it was engaged, - 


as it had preferved the fewih government and 
~ceconomy for fo. many.ages, whilft it had the 
_ fame truth and vital principle in it, notwithftand- 
Ying it was fo frequently in danger of being utterly 
abolifhed:and deftroyed. Origen, in_ his aeerih 
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book againft Cel/us, mentioning their being caft _ 
cut of Ferufalem, the place to which their wor- 
fhip was annexed, deprived of their temple and 
facrifice, their religious rites and  folemnities, 
and fcattered over the face of the earth, ventures 
to aflure them with a face of confidence, ‘that 
they would never be re-eftablifhed, fince they 
had committed that horrid crime againft the Sa- 
viour of the world. This was a bold affertion 
in the good man, who knew how this people 
“had been fo wonderfully re-eftablifhed in former 
times, when they were almoft fwallowed up, and 
“in the moft defperate ftate of defolation, as in’ 
their deliverance out of the Babylonifh captivity, 
and the oppreffions of Antiochus Epiphanes. Nay, 
he knew that within lefs than a hundred years 
before his own time, the ‘ews had made fuch a 
powerful effort for their re-eftablifhment: under 
Barchocab, inthe reign of Adrian, as fhook the . 
whole Roman empire. But he founded his opi-. 
nion on a fure word of prophecy, and on the 
punifhment they had fo juftly incurred ; and we 
find, by a long experience of 1500 years, that he 
was not miftaken, nay that his opinion gathers 
Arength daily, fince the Fews'are now at a greater 
diftance from any probability of fuch a re-eftablith- 
‘ment, than they were when Origen wrote. 


SECTION 
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I. The lives of primitive Chriftians, another means of 
bringing learned Pagans into their religion. 
Il. The change and reformation of their manners. 


III. This looked upon as fupernatural by the learned 


Pagans. 


IV. And ftrengthened “the accounts given of ka 


Saviour’s life and hiftory. 
V. The Jewith prophecies of our Saviour, an argu- 
ment for the beathens belief. : 
VI. Purfued: | 
VII, Purfued. 


I. Z ee ERE was one other annie : enjoyed 


by the learned Pagans of the three firft _ 


centuries, for fatisfying them in the truth 

of our Saviour’s hiftory, which I might have 
flung under one of the foregoing heads; but as 
it is fo fhining a particular, and does! fo much 
honour to our religion, I fhall make a diftin& 
article of it, and only confider it with regard to 
the fubjeét I -am upon: I mean the lives and 
manners of thofe holy men, who believed in 
Chrift during the firft ages of Chriftianity. T 
fhould be thought to advance a paradox, fhould I 
affirm that there were More Chriftians in the 
world during thofe times of perfecution, than 
there are at prefent in thefe which we call the 
flourifhing 
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flourifhing times of Chriftianity. But this will be 
found an indifputable truth, if we form our 
‘calculation upon the opinions which prevailed in 
thofe days, that every one’ who lives in the habitual , 
" pradtice of any voluntary fin, actually cuts himfelf off 
from the benefits and profeffion of Chriftianity, and 
whatever he may’call himfelf, is in reality no Chri- 

ftian, nor ovght to be efteemed as fuch. ys 
I. In the times we are’ now furveying, the _ 
Chriftian religion fhowed ‘its full force and effi- 
cacy on the minds of men, and by many examples 
demonftrated what great and generous fouls it 
was capable of producing. Jt exalted and refined 
its profelytes to a very high degree of perfection, 
and fet them far above the pleafures,. and even 
the pains, of this life. It ftrengthened the infir- 
‘mity, and broke the fiercenefs. of human nature. 
It lifted up the minds of the ignorant to the know- 
ledge and-worthip of him that made them, and in- 
fpired the vicious with a rational devotion, a {trict 
purity of heart, and an unbounded love to their 
' fellow-creatures. In proportion as it fpread through 
the world, it feemed to change mankind into ano- 
ther f{pecies of Beings. No fooner was a convert 
initiated into it, but by an eafy figure he became 
a New man, and both aéed and looked upon him- 
felf as one regenerated and born a fecond time into 
another ftate of exiftence. > ays : 
» IL. It is not my bufinefs to be more particular 
in. the accounts of primitive Chriftianity, which 
have been exhibited fo well by others, but ra- 
ther to obferve, that the Pagan converts, ot whom 
I am now fpeaking, mention this great reforma- 
tion of thofe who had been the: greateft finners, 
: : with 
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swith that fudden and furprifing change which it 
made in the lives of the moft profligate, as having» 
fomething in it-fupernatural, miraculous and more 
than human, Origen reprefents this power in the 
Chriftian religion, as no lefs wonderful than that of 
curing the lame and blind, or cleanfing the leper, 
Many others reprefent -it, in the: fame light; and 
looked upon it as an argument that there was a 
certain divinity in) that religion, which fhowed 
itfelf.in fuch ftrange and glorious effets, ye 

_ IV. This :therefore was a great means not only 
of recommending Chriftianity to honeft and learn- 
-ed heathens, but ‘of confirming them in the. belief 
of our Saviour’s hiftory, when they faw multitudes 
‘of virtuous men daily forming themfelves upon. his 
‘example, animated by his precepts, and a@uated 
by that Spirit which he had promifed to fend among 
his Difeiples. mh at) ist 
| V. But L find no argument made a flronger 
amprefiion on the minds of thefe eminent Pagan 
converts, for ftrengthening their faith in the 
hiftory of our Saviour, than the predictions relag. 
ing to. him in thofe .old prophetic _ writings, 
which were depofited among the hands of the 
greateft enemies to Chriftianity, and owned by 
them to have been extant many ages before his 
appearance. “The Jearned. heathen converts were 
aftonifhed to fee the whole hiftory of their Sa- 
viour’s life publifhed before he was born, and to 
find that the Evangelifts and Prophets, in their ace 
counts of the Aefiah, differed only in point of 
time, the one foretelling what fhould happen to 
him, and the other deferibing thofe very particu-. 
jars as what had actually happened. “This our 
bag Savioug 
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Saviour himfelf was pleafed to make. ufe of as the’ 
ftrongeft argument of his being the promifed Me/iah, 
and without it would hardly -have ,reconciled his Dif- 
ciples tothe ignominy of his death,.as in that re- 
»markable paflage which mentions his conyerfation 
with the two Difciples, on the day of this refur- 
rection. St. Luke, chap. xxiv. verfe.13. tothe end. 
VI. The heathen converts, after having tra- 
velled through all human Jearning, and fortified 
their minds with the knowledge of arts and 
{ciences, were particularly qualified to examine thefe 
_ prophecies, with great care and impartiality, and 
_ without prejudice or prepoffeffion. If the Fews 
on the one fide put an unnatural interpretation on. 
thefe prophecies, to. evade the force of them in 
their controverftes with the Chriftians; or if the 
Chriftians on the other fide over-ftrained feveral 
_paflages in their applications of them, as it often 
happens among men of the beft underftanding, 
when their minds are heated with any confide- 
ration that bears a more than an ordinary weight 
with it: the learned Heathens may be looked 
upon as. neuters in the matter, when all thefe 
prophecies were new. to them, and their educa- 
tion had left the interpretation of them free and . 
indifferent. Befides, thefe learned men amon 
the primitive Chriftians, knew how the Jews, 
who had preceded our Saviour, . interpreted’ thefe 
predictions, and the feveral marks by which they 
acknowledged the Meéefiah would be difcovered, 
and how thofe of the Fewi/h Do&ors who fuc- 
ceeded him, had deviated from the interpretations 
and doctrines of their forefathers, on purpofe to 

ftifle their own conviction, | 
VII, This 
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~ VII. This fet of’ arguments had ‘therefore an 
“invincible force with: thofe Pagan Philofophers wlio 


- became Chriftians, as we find in moft of their writ- 
‘ings. ‘They could’ not disbelieve our SavViour’s 
hiftory, which fo exaétly ‘ agreed with every thing 
that had been written of him many ages before 
his. birth, nor°doubt | of -thofe ‘circumftances being 
fulfilled in him, which could not be™ true of any 
perfon that lived in the world befides himfelf. “This 
wrought the greateft confufion in the unbelieving— 
: Jews, and the greateft conv’Gion in the Gentiles, 
who every where fpeak with aftonifhment of thefe 
truths they met with in thisnew magazine of learn- 
_ ing which was opened to them, and carry the point 
_ fo. far as. to think whatever excelent do&rine the } 
~ had met with among Pagan writers, had been ftole 
from their converfation with the Jews, or from. 


_ the perufal of thefe writings which they ‘had in: | 


their cuftedy, =< >» 
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® HE Works of the learned Haac Barrow, 
-D, D. late Mafter of Trinity College in 
Cambridge: Being all his Englith Works, 
in two Polasits. publifhed by his Grace 
Dr. John Tillotfon, late Archbifhop of Canterbury. 
The Firft Volume containing thirty two Sermons 
_ preached upon feveral Occafions. An Expofition of 
. the Lord’s-Prayer, the Creed, &%c. A learned Treatife 
of the Pope’s Supremacy. T ‘he Second Volume con-* 
taining Sermons and Expofitions upon all the Arve me 
in the Apoftles Creed. Fourth Edition. e 
1» Foedera, Conventiones, Liter, & cujufeunque. gee i 
-neris Adta Publica inter Reges Anglie & alios quolvis 
sdmperatores, Reges, Pontifices, Principes, vel Com- 
munitates, ab ineunte Szculo Duodecimo, viz. ab 
re Anno 1101 ad noftra. ufque Tempora, Habita aut 
 Tradtata; Ex Autographisinfra Secretiores Archivorum 
_Regiorum Thefaurarias per multa Szcula reconditis 
. fideliter exfcripta: In Lucem miffa de Mandato nu- 
-peiz Regine, Accurante Thoma Rymer ejufdem Se- 
_reniflime Regine Hiftoriographo, Editio Secunda ad 
_Originales Chartas in Turri Londinenfi denuo fumma 
fide Collata & Bmendata, StKzo Georgii | I 
‘Viginti Tomis.) ; 
The Works of the Mok Revbiend Dr. John Tillotfon, 
late Lord’ Archbifhop of Canterbury, in three Volumes ; 
_ the firft containing fifty four Sermons and Difcourfes 
on feveral Occafions, together with the Rule of Faith: 
. Being all that were publifhed by his Grace Himfelf. 
Volume the Second containing two hundred Sermons 
~ and Difcourfes .on feveral Occations. Volume the 
Third, 


= 


Third, containing. Ninety Sermons: and Difcourfes on q 
feveral Occafions: ‘fo which are annexed Prayers 
compofed by him for his own Ufe. A Difcourfe to 
chis Servants before the Sacrament 3 anda Form of 
Prayer compofed by him for the Ufe of King William : 
All publifhed from the Originals, by Ralph Barker 
D. D, Chaplain to his Grace. Together with Tables 


Bayle. The Second Edition, chrefully collated with 
the feveral Editions of the Original. In which many 


ellow 


Vernon, late of the Middle Temple, Eq; by Order 
of the High Court of Chancery. In two Volames, = 


| lin Verfe, by 

Nicolas Rowe, Efq; Servant to his Majefty. Wi od 

_ The Works of Mr. Alexander Paper 240i" Sas 
Opera & fragmenta veterum poetarum \Lati 1orum, 

Profanorum & Ecclefiafticorum ; Duobus ‘Volaminibus 

comprehenfa. a gg? a 


A Compleat Colle&ion of State Trials, and Pro- 
ceedings. upon Impeachments for High-Treafon, and 
other.Crimes and Mifdemeanors, from the Reign of 


King 


east St 


King Henry the Fourth to the end of the’ Reign of 
Qveen Ann, with an exaé alphabetical Table to the 


owhole. In Eight Volumes. 
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OARS T..8. 


HE Life and Exploits of the i ingenious Gentle- : 

man Don Quixote dela Mancha. Tranflated 
from the Original Spanifh of Miguel Cervantes de 
Saavedra by Charles Jarvis, Ef{q; in T'wo Volumes. 

The Works of Edmund Waller, Efq; in Verfe and 
Profe, publifhed by Mr. Fenton. 

.The Works of the late Right Honourable Jofeph 
Addifon, Eiq; in Four Volumes. The Second dition 
with a complete Index. 

Milton’s Paradife Loft, A new Edition, by Richard 
Bently, D.D. i 

Vida Y Hechos del ingeniofo Hidalgo Don Quixo ae 
de la Mancha, compuefta por. Miguel de Cen ni an 
Saavedra, En ‘Quarto ‘Tomos. Pies ott 

Blatt. on the Modern Fortification: To Which is a 


added the eafieft and moft reafonable Manner of con- 


ftrudcting all forts of Works, regular.or irregular, with 
fome new Defigns ;donefrom the French of an anony- 


mous Author, with many Additions ; particularly, an. 
Introduction, giving an ‘Account of - the rife and Pro- 


grefs of Fortihcation from its. Infancy to this Time; - 
and of the feveral moft noted Engineers who have 


ans on. that Subjeét; by William Horneck. 

| a eS rks, in Verfe and Profe, of the. 

ae onourable George Granville, Lord Lanfdowne. 
The Poetical \ Vorks of Mr. John Milton 


Volumes. 


The. Exoohey of Ancient Kingdoms goabeied : 


To. which is prehxed a fhort Chronicle from the firtt 


Memory of Things in Europe to the Conqueft of Per- 
fia by Alexander the Great; by Sir Ifaac Newton. 
De Mundi Syftemate liber Haaci Newtoni: Opts 


diu integris fuis partibusdefideratum. In ufum Juven- 
tutis Academicz. 


a 


1. dn two .° 


The Hiftory of the Royal Society of London, for 
the Improvement of natural Knowledge ; by Thomas 
Sprat, D. D. late’ Lord Bifhop of Rochefter. ‘The 
Fourth Edition. ne wa 
The Firft Book of Homer’s Iliad. 'Tranflated by 
Mr, Tickell. ‘igre 


ONC AT A eV Oe 


ea y 
| HE Works of the Moft Reverend Dr. John 
Tillotfon, late Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
in twelve Volumes. ge ee, bps Gh tock 2 
An Effay concerning the Nature of Aliments, and 
_ the Choice of them, according to the different Confti- 
tutions of Human Bodies; in which the ‘different 
Effects, Advantages, and Difadvantages of Animal 
and Vegetable Diet, are explained. The Third Edition. 
"To which are added praétical Rules of Diet, in the 
- various Conftitutions and Difeafes of Human Bodies ; 
_ by John Arbuthnot, M. D. Fellow of the Colleges of 
rae His yficians of London and Edinburgh, and of the Royal 
- ~ Society. : dee eed ae 
__ &n Effay concerning the Effects of Air on Homan 
- Bodies. ‘The Second Edition. By the fame Author. 
A Journey to Mequinez, the Refidence of the prefent 
Emperor of Fez and Morocco, on the Occafion of 
_ | Commodore Stuart’s Embafly thither, for the Redemp- 
tion of the Britifh Captives inthe Year17z1.0 0 9 
A 'Treatife of the Hypochondriac and Hyfteric 
Difeafes, inthree Dialogues ; by B. Mandeville, M.D. ‘ 
. The Thi | eMhaiauge Rass cans we 


4 1ird Edition. lis Zaen rE ey Re iin 
‘The Sacred and Prophane Hiftory of the World 
Conneéted, from the Creation of the World to the 
Diffolution of the Affyrian Empire at the Death of 
Sardanapalus ; and to the Declenfion of the Kingdoms 
of Judah and Ifrael, under the Reigns of Ahaz and 
Pekah : by Samuel Shuckford, M. A. Reétor of Shelten 
in the County of Norfolk, and Prebendary of Canter. 

bury ; in Three Volumes, The Third Edition, “! 
é The 


The Grecian Hiftory, from the Original of Greece 
to the Death of Philip of Macedon, in ‘Two Volumes ; ' 
by Temple Stanyan, Efq; ‘The Second Edition, revifed 
and enlarged. — Pape vie oth 

A Mifcellany containing feveral Tracts on various ° 
Subjeéts. By the late Bifhop of Cloyne. my. 

Alciphron, or The Minute Philofopher; in Seven 
Dialogues : containing an Apology for the -Chriftian- 
Religion againft thofe who are called Free-Thinkers, 
in one Volume, the third Edition. By the fame Author. 

A Treatife. concerning the Principles of Humana 
Knowledge; wherein the chief Caufes of Error and 
Difficulty in the Sciences, with the Grounds of Scep-- 
ticifm, Atheifm, and Isreligion, are inquired into ; ‘To 
which are added three Dialogues between Hylas and 
Philonous, in oppofition to Sceptics and Atheifts, _ 
By the fame Author. Spears © | : 

Of- Wifdom, three Books, written originally in’ — 
‘French by the Sieur de Charron; with an Account of — 
the Author: Made Englith by George Stanhope, D, D. — 
late Dean of Canterbury. ‘The Third Edition Cor- | 
rected, inthree Volumes. 2 ae CONT 

. The Life and Exploits of that Ingenious Gentleman 
Don Quixote dela Mancha. ‘Tranilaced from the ori- 
ginal Spanifh of Miguel Cervantes de Saavedra, by 
Charles Jarvis Efq;° in Two Volumes, adorn’d with 

Seneca’s Morals by way of Abftraét: To which is 
added,a Difcourfe under the Title of an After-Thought ; 
by Sir Roger L’Eftrange. The Fourteenth Edition. _ 

Plutarch’s Lives, in eight Volumes, tranflated from _ 
the Greek, with Notes Hiftorical and Critical, © from’ 

_~ Mr. Dacier. pa RES lee ae ert 
- Whe Works of Mr, William Congreve, in three. 
Volumes. pee ! 

Maxims and Difcourfes Moral and Divine, taken 
from the Works of Archbifhop Tillotfon, and Metho-. 
dized and Connefted. > nS | 

Scripture Politics; Being a View of the Original 

: '. Con- 

% 


ER > 


Conftitution, and fubfequent Revolutions in theGovern- 


ment, Religious and Civil, of that People out of whom 
the. Saviour of the World was to arife; as it is contain- 


ed in the Bible. By Samuel Croxall, D.D. Archdeacon 


of Salop, in the Diocefe of Hereford. 
Miffon’s Voyage:to Italy, 4 Volumes.. 
Dr. Prideaux’s Connetion of the Old and New 
~Teftament, .in 4 Volumes. 
Dr. Prideaux’ s Ecclefiattical rate 
Carpenter’s Retired Gardiner. 
Ray’s Collection:of Travels, 2 Velumes. 


Sermons on feveral Occafions. by the: Reverend 


_E. Younge, late Dean ‘of Sarum, 2 Volumes, _ 
Stanhope’s St.Auguftine, = Apes: 


D’ Eftrade’s Letters and Negotiations, 3 Volumes. 
DUO DE CT MO, 


HE Speftators, in eight Volumes. The Thir- : 


teenth Edition. ‘ 
Ditto, Sixteen Volumes, in a large Letter. | 
\ The, Guardians, i in two Volumes. The 8th Edition, 
The Tatlers, in four Volumes. 
The Englifhman; being: the Sequel of the Guardian. 
The Lover and Reader ; by the Author of the Tatler 
and Spectator. The Second Edition. 


Several Orations of Demofthenes, exciting the Athe- : 
nians to oppofe the exorbitant power of Philip King. of. 


Macedon, tranflated in the years 1702 and 1744. from 


_the original Greek by the Earl of Peterborough, Lord. 
Lanfdown, Dr. Garth; Colonel Stanhope, Mr. Top- 


ham and other hands; to which is prefixed a Preface 


taken from.the French of Monfieur Tourreil, contain-. _ 
ing a fhort View of the Hiftory of Greece and the: 


Life of Demofthenes. 
The Dramatic Works of the late Sir Richard: Saesls : 


containing; "The Confcious Lovers, ‘The Funeral, The — 


‘Tender Husband, and The Lying Lover. | 

The Dramatic Works of Nicholas: Rowe, Efq; in 
two Vols.. 

The Works of Shakefpear, in eight Volumes, cor- 
rected by Mr. Theobald. Plays 


bi ail 


Plays written by Sir John Vanbrugh ; in two Vols ° 
The complete Sport{man, in three Parts. — Ca 
The Moral Characters of Theophraftus, tranflated - 

from the. Greek, by Euftace Budgell, Efg; — | 

M. Accii Plauti Comoedie, in duobus volumnibus, | 

Plays written by Mr: Thomas Otway, 2.Vols. 

Of Contentment, Patience, and Refignation to the 
Will of God, in feveral Sermons, by [faac Barrow, 
D.D. fometime Matter of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

The Hiftory of the renown’d Don Quixote de la’ 
Mancha, written’ in Spanith, by Miguel de Cervantes 
Saavedra’: Tranflated by feveral Hands, and Publifhed | 
by Peter Motteaux, in Volumes, adorn’d with’. 
“new Sculptures. The Fifth Edition carefully Revifed 
and Compared with the beft Edition of the Original, 
printed at Madrid, by J. Ozell. 

Poems on feveral Occafions with fome felect Eflays 
in Profe, in two Volumss, by John Hughes, Ejiq; 
adorn’d with Sculptures. 

The Difpenfary, a Poem, infix Cantos. The Ninth 
Edition, with feveral Defcriptions and Epifodes, never 
before Printed, 

The Freeholder, or Political Effays. The Sixth 
Edition. | 

Memoirs ef the Cardinal de Retz. Containing the 
Particulars of his own Life, with the moft fecret Tranf- 
actions of the French Court, during the Adminiftra- 
tion of Cardinal Mazarine, and the Civil Wars, occa- 
fioned by it: To which are added, fome other Pieces 
written by the Cardinal de Retz,orExplanatory to thefe 
Memoirs ;_ in four Volumes ; tranflated from the 
French, with Notes. 

_ The Dramatic Works of John Dryden, Efq; in 

fix Volumes. : 

Original Poems and Tranflations by John Dryden, 
Efq; now firft publifh’d together. In two Volumes. 

Mifcellany Poems, Containing Variety of new 
Tranflations of the ancient Poets ; Teerthes vin 

evera 


* 


feveral original Poems, by the moft eminent Hands ; 
in fix Volumes; Publithed by Mr. Dryden. The Fifth 
Reinioma ou lorrraeitl Wp. chee) Lee a 
Fables, Ancient and Modern ; Tranflated into V erfe, 
from Homer, Ovid, Boccace, and Chaucer :' with ori- 
ginal Poems, by Mr. Dryden. The Fourth Edition, 
_ The Works of Virgil; Containing his Pa orals, 
Georgics, and Aineis :° Tranflated into Englifh Verfe. 
by Mr. Dryden, in three Volumes with Cuts. The - 
Sixth Edition, 95. SESS De 
_ The Satires of Decius Junius Juvenalis, and of Aulus — 


Perfius Flaccus; tranflated into Englith Verfe by 
Mr. Dryden andfeveral EminentHands. =” 
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